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^ to THE 



^ . /^ I iRight HonourableJ 

i TMLlPU WENMANy 



Baron of t^lmayiibaniy 
And Vifcoimt 

T u A M. 

My 'Lordf 

O U may pleafe to re- 

:iTiember , that (bme 

while ago I acquainted 

your Lordfliip, with my inten- 

I tion to Tranflate into EngUfii 

the Life of Hat EKn Yockdariy or 
The Self-taught ^hilofo^her; which 
h^d been (et forth ibme years 
before, in Arabick and Latin, 
by tfie Care and Piiins of our 
A3 Learned 




. -A 



- -Xhe Epfile Dedicatory. 

Learned Profeffor of the Orien- 
tal Tongues in the ^niverfity 
of Oxford:^ At '^ which time you 
were pledfedyanbt obi/ko en- 
co^irage rne, unto the work, but 
€\^ek t?o ikga|eVftie'm ffcftiiite-^^ 
taking ic. 5ince that, I have dif- 
patched ■itfjaic' Idft ^ ■ rft^^'lnany 

Divcrfions, j:^Rd ai^i^ijdft as ma- 
ny, Interruptpns. -A&d uppji 
;l-^\ .lieview/4ave ^v Jitured Ito 
Ten J It abroad" into tne WorM,- 
being willing to hop^^^^jth^i: it 
may not pnly pleaie fgt tli^ 
fj^rity bF:tl^ Subject, ^^ulp]?b- 
W Jilfe • in fen^e fflMire Mnd 



^ too l<^fe their-F^itip 
Mi pifi^h ^^, their Pra&ices i 

m \>m \mw by %o < fLufe, , 

■;HBd;"th^^^ti^rby'no 



7^6? Epfile J^^c^icatory^ 

one, ■ but. giddily fplio wing their 
pvvn Phancies , ; Qr other Mens 
Opinions:, whorn fhey have 
unadvifedly . chgfen to them- 
ielves for the Guides of their 
Faith and Manners. Whereas 
the Pbiloiopher , whofe Tire 1s 
here deferibed j, r , wll inft ru<5l 
them in , ilich, principles o f Mp^ 
i;ality f ^nd - Religio'if ', •. . arid futh 
alone 'y^, as the light"'pf ' ^Natuire 
difcoyeb, and whidi mnft needs 
be acknowledged. fof.Truc by all 
thofe, whq will iud ge'and 'i& as 
Men, according, to. the Dilates 
of Realpn, and ? the^ (I)onclufi6hs 
refusing from fi-?:J)qrience.' '^^Ani 
I heartily wifli indeed, thatAjfi 
of us , wre . arriy^ed ^eveh thv^ 
far, l;>^'the guida^nceof thislight, 
and. ag|:|ee;4 : in ^ fiich^' principles 
as h^yparie Reajbn'jeacheth out 
o^ tliq ^jE^pk pp^ l^fatiire, which 
fcb ^tth.Vtb . biif view Gods 
A 4 work^ 
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Tie Efipe IMkmyl 

i^7orks of Creation and VtaVu 
dence. For this foundation hp- 
ing laid, there would be more 
hopes of agreement about that^ 
which the Supernatural light of 
Revelation difcover? to our 
faith, and fuperftrufU thereupon, 
Jjiit your JLordfiiip will find the 
u{efulneis of this HporV, iti life 
Philofophidal aiid ;'Thie61ogic4 
(piiftoveries , ifiiore ^^p^y % 
fjpwn in the, PjfeKpe , iJcM'ch 
jppnijpjrehends j the ; diteT '' j[>arti= 
i:ut^s , / and ' aicqd^jht^ i!fe 
Reader wJth tbe rttjti Bf It 
(Sejign. Ariel hoWeVert^^i^- 

taiion' thriv^ ' ia&oatf''M the 
^dd , 5^f lia^e mdlTioBe 
^at it witf W W W «s;^ 



the Eftjile Dedicatovy. 

(Continued favours I received 
from your Lordfliip ; which as 
they do at prefent, fo will al- 
ways ingage me for the fu- 
ture, to fliew and approve my 
felf upon all good Opportu^ 
pities, 

^y much honoured Lord, 
Your Lordfliip's moft 
Hamble, Faithful^ and 
much Obliged Servant, 

Geo. AJhyjoelU 



^racjtude'&r^e iT{aii^5^ffifl 
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THE 

FREFACE. 

E are told hy our ham' 
ed ^rofejjour of the 
Oriental Tongues in 
the : UniVerftty 0/ Oxford , who 
caufedihis Htjlory tohefet forth in 
the-Wiginal Jrabick, and thence tran- 
fluted' into Latine -, that the Author 
CU . . V: hereof was Ahi Jkafar Ebn To- 

phaily an Arabian <Philofopherj and a 
MaJrnnetan; otherwife called^ Abu- 
becher. As alfo^ that he was (ow 
temporary with Eb'n Rofhd , ufor 
ally called Averroes, andfomewhat 
Elder than He, Now this AyGt^ 
rots died^ heni^ yery Oldy in the 
H. ' y^^f ff the Heira ^^^ , which is 

4 mncidem with the year of mr 
^ " Lord 



The Preface. 

Lwd 1 19^. Sv that hy this-Cm* 
putation, this Juthr jlourijhedc^out 
500 years a^, fie ^uprote this Hi- 
fiory in the form of an Epiliky and fo 
e7V^iesit ; for hy this name t/)^,AUr 
bikilisiw/e to kS timr fharter 'Tre4^ 
tifes. That both the Author, and 
the iBook, *it>ere nf good credit , ap= 
feurs hy tl^t Teflimmy, not $nly of the 
Arafabns hisCoimtryjnen, htitatfo (f 
the Jeivs, The f did Averroes caUs 
hm:^T%e0onouraUe Judge Ahuhsr 
cherfenTophail. Ws Bijhry 
sdfo^ His tDM ofdd tranjhted into 
fidbrmify Jind'3i?eM''acG.efttd jof hy tU 
feim. For Mofes JtobojaeBfis 
iu^ii Preface thereCQ, (aiAfjmment 
f «te/^«pe« , . cimimendstlx Authm'* : iSft 

m^hx- Jew, mmye than once, Ike 
3^n ^theAmxim mhisMmku.Xo 
^kitf, Uipfar 4^er/oti. of An .excfitet 
Wtt^ md li(mi^rdly^iffQf\tiof\^ kh^^ 
'^ii¥e rifflmnne)SiWty.iMd\£m' 
;. >A fe^uently 



ThePrefece. 

fecimitly -without the direBion and af- 
jlfimce of any other, may adl^ance 
Bmfelfm ^owledge, hy improving 
hs own <^eafon to the ntmofl (pitch, 
inthefearch of Things hoth Natural] 
and above Nature, with thsjde kb 
and exercife of his own Meditation, 
and OhferVations upon it. Wherein 
he difcoVers and prefcrihes a Method 
unto thoje, who will apply themfelVes 
tofuch Contemplations, and delight td 
rnakea conftderahle ^rogrefs in them 5 
fuch a fafe and eafte method as may 
he Very JerViceahle and u/eful to this 
prefent Age^ though fo many Ages 
dtftantfrom that of the Author ^ an 
^ge fo much inclined to Fmiaticifm, 
Sadducifm,andAtheifm. Hs trends 
indeed a neuf unbeaten ^ath, wherein 
tyfetandorderlyDegrees, He trims 
^is ^ader ai length to the kmf^k^e 
of Cod, andthe i^per World, beyond 
v>htchfteps^ thus by Urn Sf^dv^a 
^nd firepajfed, m man can proceed 

any 



The Preface. 

any farther , hut hy the Li^ht and 
Guidance of DiVme %syelatio)i.. For 
Humane %eafon is firced to fy ln= 
thevy when da;^ed with the excejfiVe 
li^ht of thefe heavenly Mjijierie's ; its 
forehlind fight mtleing able to difcern 
OhjeEis jo_ high, and fo far off di^ 
fiant; or rather groaj)ing in the Dark 
to find them y hy reafon of its innate 
1>imnefs, Ihis Author therefore jufi= 
ly condemns them\ l^ho prefume to 
make an oyer*curious fearchy hy natu- 
ral light only, into fuch things ^ as nei- 
ther Eye hath feen , nor Ear heard , 
nor are difcoyerahle hy the heart of 
man. To preyent which j our Author 
in his Preface admontfl^eth his (Reader ^ 
what to fly y and what to foIloTi^ -, and 
taxeth the errors not only ofthenjuU 
gar^ Mt of feme of the more learned 
fhttofophers, . \ ' 

' It 'i ijiuft \ he gi'ohted . indeed, . that^ 
. fcMnsiry ■ ingenious and learned ^en 
of fM tatter Age] ha'V&£)U^eaVmedtq 
v'""'' '■' '' ^'^ '' ■' ' ^eniori^ 



^r 
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The Preface. 

hynmfirate the main fundamental 
Truths of ^Itgtonhy the Light ofMu* 
mane ^afon^ and the Principles of 
Natural Tljeolo^y which are general^ 
ly acknowledged hy. mankind j although 
much' differing iw 'Other points. And 
this may feem to render fuch a Ti'tfi 
courfe 06 thisyof little ornoufeth the 
World in thefe Times. Yet I am wiU 
Imgto thmk otherwifey when I confix 
der that the Difcourfes of thefe learned 
Men cbiKerning this SuhjeBy confijiy 
for the general y of fuch Notions y 
Grounds y and Proofs yO/s are toofuhtky 
fuhlime^ and metaphyfical for common 
mderflandings : fo that they leaVe 
men fiill in the dark; yeUy more per- 
plexed than th^lpere before. Where* 
as this Author proceeds hy fuch gentle 
fiip^ -in an eafie and familiar way of 
yeiifoningy which is ohVtom to eVery 
ones/upprehenfiony that He leads his 
(Eieader ihfenfihlyMiPardy without any 
toilfom labour , or pa-plex'mg of his 
V V !Brains, 






Thsi 



•A 



^ . (5^ m tl^fi^fmch of ih& Imhy 
f)¥i^Ml^hf6H^hhimy hfwe k is 
^ai'tj^' mt& cfct end (f U^pumey^ 
(h-'M^/iil^ &ffie (^cent of winS^ 
Si^^i wifi^ (mdufi to the top oftui 
fM Toil^^^4r ^ramd^ finch as that 
ht M'0pt: Ot raihei' fi^e the ki- 
f^dy 'fn^mt'mg df Jacob'f Ladder, 
wf:lemn he faw the Angels afcending, 
dkriifeil as defcmSnX', for like the 
S^^mftfc ijfthap^mth degrees Ufhere* 
fyB^ eonifSfs his(^ader, till Hk 
hateb/mght hifn up to the "Very top 
tf'^thiii^y Pfhere God prefenti 
fBmfe^ mtoks afiew^ 

This Hiftofj then J heing thus En* 
gTtp}edy and fa commmieated to the 
nHe0 of My ufhereas before it Ufas 
locked up'to mofi in an unknown lan^ 
pi(^e^y ina^y 1 hopeyproyeuot altoge* 
iher unujifid unto many intUsMle^ 
■mrtdlyand ^vduptuous Age, Ufherein 
fomgenerallfJeA after little elfi he* 
fides^iht cmerns tfthisprejent lifei 

ftudyin^ 



The Pr^fatce. 

fludyit^ y and hufying themfebes 
about their Trofit or their Tleafure -y 
either, in heaping up (^ches Ti^tth 
much Care and Toil , or [pending 
their Days in Eafe and carnal De- 
lights J and making it their Jludy 
hom thy may pafs away their time 
without any Care or Trouhle at all 
WJ?ereas this Hiftory [hews the true 
and genuine Qoncerns of humane life , 
with the means of ohtaining that fe= 
licity , which Man was horn for ; 
which it makes to confifi in a right 
and ufeful Exercife of thofe faculties 
which God hath heftowed upon us, 
and improving them to the hefi Ad- 
vantage^ by an indujirious a7idconti* 
nued experimenting of all Things 
that come in our way ^ the knowledge 
wkreof may he ufeful to us i atd 
'^Aing prober ObferVations tipm 
themy as ^^^r Self-taught Philo^ 
fopher isjaid to haye done; and 
4S my ofhisr Mftn is capable of do- 

S ing 






The Preface. 

ing in like manner , who is endued 
tmth the fame faiadty of tnind^ and 
ingenuity of Dtj^ofition, And juch 
vw (ire not ^ may he his Scholars y 
and learn with more eafe fuch lef 
fans as thefe ^ by what they find 
hhn to ha^e experimented and ohfer" 
Ved. For here we find fet down 
hy what nieans^ and by what De- 
grees^ in the JeVen Septenaries of his 
Age^ ( whereinto his Life is divi= 
ded in this Hiftory, and the, Obfer- 
yations He made in each of them) 
He arrived to a proportionable viea- 
fure of knowledge , concerniiig all 
the Accominodations of humane Life^ 
in this io'^iper World ; how lye came to 
find them out^ ajid in iphat ynanner 
He inanaged and improved them : 
Then y. what he obferyed, as con*> 
cerning the brute Creatures^ which He 
found in the Iflan^ , wherein He 
is f aid to ha^ebeen bred^ hut more 
specially , concerning, hinf elf y both as- 

t9 




The Preface. 

to his Body^ with its federal Tarts and 
faculties; and to his Soul^ with its 
fpiritudl and immortal nature, and 
all the Excellencies that attend it ; 
"how He came to find them out ^ 
and what (i{eafons He grounded his 
Obferyations upon : T/;eH, hol0 He 
examined the Natures^ Properties j 
and ufes of the Elements ; and how 
He thence afcended to the Contem- 
plation of the Heavenly Bodies^ 
with their Eighty Motions^ and In- 
fluences. So that we have here 
fet before Us, .opened, aijd expo/ed 
to our Eyes, the ivhole Sook of Na- 
ture to read, with the ways and 
means, whereby dlmofi all Arts and 
Sciences came to he indented ^ name^ 
b> ^bfiohgy. Anatomy, Aflronomy^ 
and Geometry ; alfo, Logick, and 
Metaphypcks, and tU <^ks of Mo- 
rality^ which He fet to himfelf and 
thereby He governed his whole Life ^ 
^ui the utmofi Height and T'erfe^ 
B i Bioji 
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^ion of his Learnings whereunto all 
the rejl tended as fo many Steps or. 
Decrees , conftfled in that natural 
Theology ^ which He arrived tOy from 
the Jerious and ' attentive Confukra* 
tion of Gods works ^ and more pur^ 
t'imlarly ofhimfelfy whence He con- 
cluded^ that God was the fuperemi- 
nent^ the fole and independent 'Beings 
of infinite Gr€dtncfs and Goodnefe, 
Wifdofn and ^omr , Majejiy and 
Glory, whofe all-feeing Eye^ and o'Ver* 
ruling Hand of ^ro^idencey extend 
themfehes to all his Creatures ; who 
is alfo mft Jufi and ^gkeous in 
dl his Dealings withy atid towards 
Mankind^ and therefore "8?/// one 
Day c^ill all Men to gWe an Jccomtt 
of their liVe^s , when He li^ill feH- 
fence y and reward them according 
to their Works, WhereupoHy He 
difcourfeth of the ^furreBioHy and 
tlpe I'aji Judgment y with the Felicitks 
and Mtferies tl?at ^ttc}%i Men after 

the 
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^ ThePr^ce. 

tk Judgment is pafl, an[werahly to 
the condition ojid quaky of their 
lives y which they led here on Earths 
The foryner He makes to confiji in 
the beatifical Vifion of God : ^ut 
the latter He defcrihes in fuch fgu- 
ratiye Exprefjionsy which although 
not altogether irrational for a meer 
natural ^hilofopher to conjecture ; 
yety 1 f-uppofcy are taken out of the 
Alcoran , the Juthor of this Hi^ 
ftory being a Mahometan hy ^ligi- 
(jn. Yet he brings in his Self tauphc 
Philolbpher making Jome Excepti^ 
ons agamj} that (Booky as it was 
defer ibed to him by his Friend Afal, 
and taxing it of hiperfetiion m fe- 
deral particulars y whereto He makes 
no particular ^ply. 

This is the Summ and the main 
Vefign of the enfuing Hijiory ; 
whichpoffihly {being thus Englifyed) 
may do Jome good {as I eVen now 
faid) in ti)is Profane and Fanatical, 



The Preface. 

ds well as lewd and luxurious Age" 
Let than the?i ivho xvilfuUy Jhut 
their Eyes aga'mjl the light of (!(e- 
"Velation , as being too pure and 
hright for them , at leaft fujfer 
themjehes to he guided by the lefs 
fphulid and more familiar light of 
natural (S^afon. Let the Enthuft- 
ajis alfoy who pretend fo much to 
fupernatural ^yelations :, and. are 
da:^led with their fanciful li(rhts , 
and fuhlime /peculations , thromh 
the delufiqn of the Prince of Varkr 
nejs, transforming himfelfinto an An- 
gel of Eighty learn from hence to know 
than /elves better , and to he ^ije 
unto Sobriety, Let the profane Je^ 
fters and Scoffers ivho [peak fligh* 
tingly c^jid fcornfuUy of the moftfe= 
nous ■ and f acred things , and turn 
.all (^elgion into ridiculous Drolleryy 
■learn to fpeak more reverently of 
-■Qod y and things Divine^ from a 
!m.eer natural ^hilofojiher ^ who is 
'■' , h': th 
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the SubjeSi of this Hiflory j and a 
Mahometan who is the Author of it. 
Let them who are unkindy and un^ 
neighbourly to thofe they Hve amongfl, 
and fo far from Juccouring and re- 
lieVmg them in their Dangers and 
Dijlreffes, that they make no Con^ 
fcience of getting what they can from 
them 5 either by fraud or force , 
whenfoeVer it lies in their ^ower^ and 
they can find an Opportunity ^ learn 
of this Self-Taughc Philofopher 
to be kindly affeElioned towards their 
T^eighbourSy wheiias they find him fo 
kind towards all his fellow^Creatures, 
though of a diVerfe kind 5 fo ready 
to fupply their wants , and to free 
thmt from ivhatfoeVer eVtls thatmo= 
lefled tnem. Let the Covetous 
Worldlings, who take fo much plea* 
fure in haping up mneceffaries , 
which are Burdens rather than ^kf" 
fingSy learn of him to rcfi: content 
with fugh ft competency , as Nature 
B 4 07ily 
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The Pteface. 

pr^ly requires, and to hefatisfiedmh 
the jujl Conveniences of Life. Let^ 
laftly^ the rude, and intemperate , 
and inordinate liters , W;o are fb 
ready to run into. Excejs , and to 
forget all the (^ules of Order md 
Decency, learn the contrary VertUes 
of Tewpera?ice , and Modcfty^ and 
f^gularity, from him who tookfuch 
an exaSi care about his food and Clo- 
thing, that Jo he might not tranfgrefs 
in any partiadar y relating to either 
of them, 

Tipefe , and other good Lemons , 
may. ie learned from hence, ^ut there 
ifre fo^rie feiv otkrpartiadars, wlM 
it mil not he ai^nfs to advertife the 
^ader of topfeyeitt Jeme excepti- 
vnstvhich otherMfe might he taken a^ 
gainjl them, 

Fitftj That f have mitVed ma 
"DifcDurfes in my Tratifiatim^ it^hich 
J conceived- little or nothing fermm 
t9 the mm Defigfi ()f the ^Jkry, 

The 
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T7^ orn treats of the feVeral SeSis 
mong tk Mahometans, with the 
Heads ofthofe SeBs, and paffetha 
mjure on their Opinions. The o- 
ther argues the poffibility of Mam 
<B<3dy being formed and produced out 
of the Earth, as Frogs and Mce, and 
feme other of the ignobler Animals 
fometmes are, though more ordina- 
rily hM of Male and Female, 'An 
(opinion Ufhich our Authr is f aid to 
have received from Eb*n Sina, com- 
mnly kfmnbythe name o/Avicen- 
na, ^kheldthatfome Earth may he 
fo loeii fitted and pi^pared through 
tk exceMt Temper and Difpofitm 
thereof, as to become a conVeniem 
HabitMe for an hmnane Soul, to 
he infufed tlyereinto by God, Such 
an Original as our Author faith, fome 
pncied that Hai Eb'n Yockdan 
had. <But he determines nothing in 
the (point, leaving all to report ani 
the opmm of certain ^hilofophers. 

It 
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Jt he'mg all one to his Def^t^ whe- 
ther his Self-taught Philofbpher k^i 
• his ^ody formed out of the Earthy or 
were horn elje'^here^ and thence tranf- 
ported into that defart JJlandj wherein 
he isfaid to haVe ItVed^ and learned 
what he did, by his own Experiments 
and Ohferyations. 

Secondly, In my TranftatioUy I 
ha'Ve not JlriEily tied my felf to the 
letter of the Latin, as he did his 
Latin to the Letter of the Arahickj for 
a good reafon fhe^ed in the Preface, 
!But I, heing not alike concerned , 
ha'Ve thought fit to ufe ynore liberty , 
yetfo as to keep unto the fenfe, which 
I ha'Ve endea'Voured to render more 
clear and full , hereby intending the 
greater profit , as well as pleafure 
of the <^ader. 

Thirdly , Whereas the Juthir 
brings in his Self-taught Philo* 
{bpher Very much perplexed about 
the Original of the Worldj whether 

it 
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- it were made by God in time, or from 

• all Eternity y and not able torefolve «» 

r^ ther way, by reafon of the Equipoijfe 

/^ of <]^afons on both fides , it is not 

- to he wondred at ; as well, becaufe it 

■. is a point Very hardly^, if at all, de* 

terminable by meer natural <I(ea/ony 

which was the only guide this ^hilo^ 

fopher is fuppofed to ha'Ve had ; a^aU 

fo becaufe the Author of this Hiflory, 

ms an Arabhnfhilojopher, amongji 

■ : whom Ariftocle J ^hilofophy is of the 

■ chiefefi, and almoft the only repute, 

NoTt? it is generally known, that he 

held the World to haVe been from all 

.\ Eternity. 

Fourthly, Whereas he brings in 

, hs [aid ^hilofopher placing intelligent 

.^ forms in the heavenly ^Bodies, which 

he calls by the name of Effences, and 

makes them to enjoy the Vifton of God 

V- in a 7?iore eminent manner, as being 

i (fajnofi excellejit nature, and plop 

ced-near to him-, it is fomewbat lefs 

to 
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t, he mM at ;m only bmufe i^^ ^„ ^^^^ j^„ , Mahometan ; 

Anftotle held the like mtmmnczs to 1^1,^1 r r *• 
^j ' 1 o^L J -. */ mdthou?h they Jeem Jometmes to 

refide m the Spheres, and moVe them jn r j r r \ j ■ * /,* *h 
V 1 L\ ir J 1- n idiiurb the jenle^ and interrupt the 

ahout : that Phto all Oy and hts foU r>i 1 r^\^:r r f *t 

I r ■ r n.^ 1 u.i Q.h uoherence of the Difcourjey xet they 

lo'^ers ia^isconfelt)heldthei>pberes: ^r 1 • j* 
1 « / li- ^ J- ■ r pa s for elexanctes and ornaments, as 

f , » vL ' rw 1 well (^proofs, amon? the Mdhomt- 

medhthe hh tntelhgcnces-, but ^^^ ''J^^^-^^^^^^ ^ ^^ ^jy 

Philo Jud«us foo,^.«J Ongen 4= ^„ ;^,^^ „, tfe Talmud, do mth 

manor the ancient jjottors of the ^j^ r 

^, ^ , e T • * •> r . *'^^ lews. 

Church, o. Jerom w notaVerje to -^ 

it, in his Cbwwewf on Ecclef. i. 6. 

5. Aug. in federal places of his works '■] 

leaves the^iuefiion undetermined,. He . 

alfo , and Aquinas tell us, that it 

wai^m^er determined hy the Church-, ' 

whence it is that he, and other Schoolmen ' 

that followed him, /peak fo doubtfully , 

commmg it, \ ■ T* U t? 

Laftly , Whereas tve find In this ] 1 W JC/ 

Htfiory feyeral paffages cited out of 
the Alcoran, whther for the con^ 
^matien or illuftratkn sf form things 
ilyerein faid, it is ieaft of all to he 
^mdredat, wkn "B?e cmjlder ih£ Ju» > 
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' E have received from our pi- ^. 
ous AnceftorSjthat amongft 
the Indiafg Iflands there hes 
I an uninhabited one, fituated under 
:- theEquinoaiaI,andbIeftwithamoft 
^ . 'J pleafant and temperate Air : Alf^ 

- >^ that not far from this, there lay ano- 

ther Ifland of a large Compafs/a- 
^'^:^m * i ^?J?"^^"SwithalltheCoinmGditiesof 

iTi^^ • '^ Y> ^ndwellinhabited; which was 

; then govern'd by a Prince of a proud 
and jealous Diipofition. This Prince 

had 
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had a Sifter of an excellent Beauty, ; 
whom he held in ftriaCuftody, and 
reftrained from Marriage , becaufe he 
could find no one in his Country, 
whom he thouffht an ecjusil Match for ' 
her. But he had withall a near KinP- 
man, named TockdaKy who privately 
married her , according to fuch Ma- 
trimonial Rites, as were commonly 
known and ufed by the Inhabitants !: 
of that Ifland. By him fliefbon af- [' 
terwards proved with Child, and Y 
was delivered of a Son. But llie then 
fearing left the ^ufinels fhould be 
known, and both her Marriage and ^ 
ChUd come to be difcovcred, after 
ftie had luckled the Infant , fhe put ? 
him into a fmall Cheft, which when 
fhe had ftiut up again , and clofe faft- ^ 
ned , being accompanied with certain | 
of her Servants , and fbme faithful 
Friends of hers , about the be^ning 
of the Night, fhe conveys him to tjie r; 
Sea-0iore; where out of .an Heart 
equally affeded with.^ 4^^. divided ? 
betwixt Love and Tear , iPie took her 
laft leave of him , and Kcommended 
him to God in this Prayer; Q God, I 
rvho didfl create this poor I»f<tnt,f when • 
as yet ite jvas nothi»g^ i theft cheri^e^ft 

dffd 
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md fjourijbt him , ivhiljl he lay confined, 
and imprifoned within -ths dark Cloftt of 
my Womb ] and toohfia fpecUl care of 
him J until his Body grew up to Perfeo^i- 
en^ md became entirely fur niihed with 
all its Limbs ; I no-:V fearing the Dif 
f leaf tire of that unjufi ■, proud, and per- 
Tjerfe Prince my Brother , do a^neiv rC" 
commend him to thy Goodnefs ^ hoping 
th.it thou veilt he favourable unto him. 
Thou who art fiipereminent ^ and excel- 
left all in Mercy, help and afftjl him i 
let thy gracious Providence continually 
guard, direct:^ andgovern him, and ne- 
'ver leave him defiitute of thy Care. 

Having faid this , fhe committed X. ^; 
the Cheft unto the Sea ; which ths 
Water receiving , and then fwelling 
with the Tide , conveyed it the fame 
Night to the Shore of that other De- 
fart Ifland, of which we even now 
made mention. Thus it hapned to 
arrive there at that time of the Year, 
when there was an extraordinary 
Spring -Tide , which made the Sea- 
water fwell to that height , that it 
overflowed the neighbouring Shore, 
and by the force of the Flood caft the 
little Cheft into a fhady Grove near 
adjoyning , and thick fet with Trees ; 
C a very 
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a very pleafant place , fheltered from 
Wind and Weather , Rain and Sun, 
which molefted it not, either in its 
receding from it, or returning to.it. 
But ibon after , the Sea-water retiring 
from the Shore, upon the Ebb, the 
Cheft, wherein the Infant lay, reft- 
ed in the fame place whereinto the 
Fioud had caft it 5 and the Sands be- 
ing afterward heaped together and 
driven thitherward by the Winds, 
ftopt the palTage to the Grove, fb that 
the Waters could not enter any far- 
ther into it. ^ 

Now it hapned withall , that when 
the Sea flood drave the Chcft into the 
Grove, the Nails thereof were loofhed 
by the motion , and confequencly the 
Boards , whereof it was compared. 
Then the Child being hungry and 
crying aloud for Relief , the noi(e of 
its Cry came to the Ears of a Roe 
newly robbed of its Fawn , which too 
boldly forfaking its Covert, and ven- 
turing abroad , had been carried away 
by a Vulture. She therefore hearing 
the clamour of the Child , and fiip- 
pofing it to be the Cry of her Fawn, 
follows it fb far , till fhe came unto 
she Cheft wherein the Infant lay; 

whither 
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whither as fbon as fhe was come, fhe 
ftrove to break it open, with her 
Claws , and ( the Child in the mean 
time flrugling to get out ) never gave 
over till a Board which covered the 
Top of it fprang forth. Whereupon, 
getting a fight of the Child , flie rook 
pity, on it , and being moved with a 
tender Affeftion towards it , gave it 
her Dug to fiick, and having iweetly 
fatisfied it with her Milk for the pre- 
fent, afterwards conftantly came there- 
to , took care thereof, made much of 
it , covered and guarded , and kept it 
from all harm. And thus the Roe, 
enjoying a fat Pafture , and having 
plenty of Milk, bred up the Child ve- 
ry well,continuing ftiil near him ; nor 
at any time leaving him , but when 
of neceffity fhe went forth to graze. 
The Child alfo, being accuftomed to 
its Nurfe, could not be contented when 
fhe was gone, but , whenever it hap- 
ned that fhe was abfent a little longer 
than ordinary , u(ed to cry aloud , 
and as fbon as fhe heard its Voice, 
flie inftantly ran back to it. This Hap^ 
pinefs withall the Child had , that 
there was no ravenous , or hurtful 
wild Beaft throughout the whole 
G z Ifland. 
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Ifland , wherein it was thus bred up. 
^. 4. Thus the Infant grew up, being 

nouriihed with the Milk of the Roe, 
till it came to be two Years old, 
when k began by degrees to make 
ufe of its Feet, and have its Mouth 
furniflied with its Fore-teeth. But 
jc ftill followed tlie Roe , which al- 
ways ufed it very kindly , and took 
an efpecial care of it , condudling it 
to places where Fruit-bearing Trees 
grew, and feeding it with luch plea- 
lant ripe Fruits , as fell therefrom ; 
and if any of them had harder Shells 
than the reft, breaking them with 
her Teeth. Then, when it defired 
Milk , file gave it Suck ; and when it 
thirftcd for Water , fhe brought it to 
the place. When the Sun-beams wdre 
at any time troublefome to the Child, 
file fliaded him ; and when he was 
cold, fhe warmed him. And when 
Night approached , ihe brought him 
to the place where flie firft found him > 
and partly with her own Body, part- 
ly with iUch Feathers, as remained of 
thofe where v\'ith' the Cheft was ftuf- 
fed, when the Infant was firft put 
thereinto , flie covered him. Alfb, 
whenloever the Child and his Nurfe, 

either 



Self=tdught ^Ulofopher. 

either went forth In the Morning , or 
returned in the Evening , the whole 
Herd of Deer accompanied them, 
both in their Egrefs and Regrefs , and 
lodged in the fame place together. 
So that the Child keeping company 
always with them, imitated alfo their 
Voice , without any confide r able dif- 
ference to be perceived between them. 
In like manner , whatfoever other 
Voice he ufed to Hear, either of Birds, 
or what other brute Creatures, he 
exactly repeated it , by vertue of that 
rare apprehenfive Faculty wherewith 
he was endued. But amongft all the 
reft , the Voices which he chiefly and 
moft commoniy repeated , were thofe 
of the wild Deer , amongft whom he 
was bred ; thofe namely , wherewith 
they cried out for help , or whereby 
they call'd to their Fellow^Deer , that 
they fhould draw nearer to them , or 
get them farther off. For it may be 
eafily obfervcd , how they have di- 
verfity of Notes , fitted to thefe feveral 
ends and ufes. Thus the Child and 
the wild Deer kept company with 
each other , they neither flying from 
him, nor he from them. 

But whenas the Images of fuch 
G 9 things 
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things as he law , began now to re- 
main fixed in his Mind , after they 
were removed out of his Sight , he 
perceived that he became diverfly af- 
fefted towards them, having a love 
and defire for fome, an averfation, and 
a diftafte for others. In the mean 
time , whilft he looked about , and 
took a diligent view of ail the wild 
iBeafts , and Birds , that were in the 
Ifland , he oblerved that every one of 
them was provided of fbme natural 
Cover, either Wooll, or Hair, or di- 
vers kinds of Feathers. He took no- 
tice alfb of their fwiftnels, and flrength, 
and what Arms Nature had afforded 
them , wherewith to repell , and de- 
fend themielves againft their Enemies, 
whenlbever they had occafion to con- 
tend with them ; fuch as Horns , 
Hoofs, Teeth, Spurs, Nails, Claws, 
and the like. But when he reflected 
upon himfelf , he faw that he was 
naked , deftitute of all fuch Arms, 
flow in his motions , and of a feeble 
ftrength , in comparifon of them ; So ' 
that when they chanced to contend 
with him at any time, about feeding 
on the Fruits which grew in the Ifland, 
they were ftili too hard for him, taking 
. " them 
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them away from him, & keeping them 
to themfelves ; hecontrariwife, being 
neither able to drive them away from 
him, nor to fly away from any of them. 
Moreover, he obferved, that his 
Fellow-Fawns after a while began to 
have Ifttle Horns fprouting out of their 
Heads , whiqj|^ they had not at firft ; 
and that though they were at firft but 
weak, and unable to run far, yet in 
procefs of time they grew very vigo- 
rous and nimble , and adive in their 
motions. But when on the other fide, 
he obferved that none of all this be- 
fell him ; as oft as he pondered and 
examined thefe Differences in his 
Mind , wherein he varied from all the 
reft of the living Creatures, he could 
not imagine what fhould be the Caufe 
thereof When he alfb beheld fiich 
living Creatures as had any Blemifh 
in them , or defeQ: of Limbs , neither 
among them could he find any one that 
was like unto himfelf. Alfb , when 
he confidered thole pafTages in the 
Beaft?, whereat they voided their Ex- 
crements, he faw them all covered • 
that which ferved them for the void- 
ing of their groCTer Excrements , with 
a Tail; that which ferved for the 
C 4 voiding 
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voiding of Urine , with Hair, or 
• fbme luch like thing. Their privy 
Parts alfb he obferved to be more con- 
cealed than his were. 
§, 7, Now the Confideratfon of all this 

made him penfive , whenibevcr he 
thought thereupon , working in him 
no fmall anguifh , and diftraaion of 
Mind. So that when he had been a 
long while fbiicitous in ' examining 
the Reaibn of the Difference between 
himfelf and the brute Animals, and at 
laft wholly defpaired of finding it out, 
or of being fupplied with that, the 
want whereof fb much troubled him ; 
lie being now well nigh fcven Years 
of Age , took Tome broad Leaves of 
fuch Trees as grew in the IHand, 
wherewith he might cover his Na- 
keduefs , the light whereof was ib 
troublefbme to him. With fbme of 
thefe he covered the fore-part of his 
h^^y , and his hinder- parts with the 
gther^ ; and when he had wichalil iniade 
him a Girdle of Palm-Tree Leaves and 
Kufhes, he girt them about him. But 
it was not long , before thojfe Leaves 
growing withered and dry", ! (fell off 
ffom h^s Body, fb that hewas eWr and 
iinpn forced to.takefrefh oaesiji their 

ftead^ 
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ftead, Ibme whereof he folded toge- 
ther and plaited upon the other , {b 
that they hung upon his Body in a 
double Kank. By which means they 
hung indeed Ibmewhat longer upon 
him , but however they continued for 

; no very long time. After this, he broke 
off the Bough of a Tree , the Ends 
whereof having fitted to his Mind, and 
fmoothed the Body of it, he made 
him a Staff, wherewith he began to 
affright and threaten fuch wild Bealts 
as durft oppofe themfelves to him, af- 
faulting the weaker of them , and re- 
fifting the ftronger , that had the con- 
fidence to fet upon him. And by this 

f means , he came in fome good mea- 
fure to underftand his own Abilities 

;, and to find by Experience , that his 
Hand alone far excelled all thofe na- 
tural Inftruments and Arms , which 
the Brutes were furnifhed with ; a^ 
that which fufficed, and well inabled 
. him , both to cover his own Naked- 
nefs, and to provide him a Staff where- 
with to defend himfelf againft his Ad- 
verfaries. So that now he law , that 
he had neither need of any Tail to 

^ coyer the nakednels of his hinder- 

'■ parts ^ noF of thofe natural Arms of 

the 
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the Brute Animals, which he had for- 
merly fb much defired , and been fb 
much trouble for the want thereof. 
h. S. In the mean time he grew up, and 

was now paft feven Years old. And 
whereas it had been for a good while 
very troublelome to him, ever and 
anon to gather frefh Leaves', where- 
with to cover his naked Body, it came 
at length into his Mind to take unto 
him the Tail of fbme dead wild Beaft^, 
which he might put on , and gird a- 
bout hi n. But when he faw, that all 
the livtng Beafts of the fame kind 
fhunned the Carcaffesof the Dead, and 
refufed to come near them, io that 
it was fbmewhat difficult for him to 
compafs his Defign ; He at length 
lighted on a dead Eagle, upon the 
fight whereof he now feemed ready to 
become Mafter of his Wilhes. For 
taking the opportunity of this Acci- 
dent, when he perceived that none 
of the wild Beafts avoided the Carcafs, 
drawing near to it , he cut off the 
Wings and Tail whole and entire as 
they were , &nd then fpread abrpigjd 
and fmoothed the Feathers. Aft^f thjs, 
he took off the remainder of <:he §kiij 
with the Feathers , and ^viding it in^ 

to 
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to two parts , he hung the one upon 
his Back , and the other upon his Bel- 
ly. The Tail alfo of the Eagle he 
. placed behind him, and both the 
Wings he fitted- to his Shoulders. 
Thus he got wherewith both to co- 
ver his Nakednels , and to keep him 
vvarm ; wherewith alfo to ftrike a 
Terrour into the wild Beafts , fo that 
now none of them durft contend with 
him , or make oppofition to him ; 
no nor fo much as come near him, 
except his Nurfe the Roe , which had 
bred him up, for fhe never foribok 
him, no not when fhe grew feeble 
with Age. Neither did he for fake 
her, but took care to conduct her unto 
the beft Paflurage he could find, with- 
all, gathering the pleafanteft Fruits for 
her, and giving her them to eat. 

Notwithftanding , leannefs and h. «. 
feeblenefs grew daily more and more 
upon her , until at length they fo far 
prevailed, that Death feized on her, 
whereby all her motions and adions 
ceafed. Which when the Child per- 
ceived , he was exceedingly amazed, 
and fo ftricken with Grief, that he 
was almoft ready to die with her. He 
I callM therefore to her with the fanae 
i kind 
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kind of Voice, which when fhe for- 
merly heard , fhe was wont to anlwer. 
But though he cried out to her as loud 
as poflibly he could , he could per- 
ceive no motion, or change at all in 
her. He began therefore to look in- 
to her Ears and Eyes, but could find 
therein no vifible Blernifh or Defe<3:r 
In like manner , he took a view of all 
the Parts of her Body , wherein he 
could fpy nothing amils. But that 
which he moll: earneftly defired , and 
fought after, was to find out that 
place in her Body wherein the DefeQ: 
lay, thatfb, upon diicovering there- 
of , he might remove it frpm her, and 
fhe thereupon return to her former 
ftate of Life and Vigour. But he had 
nothing at hand , wherewith to pom- 
pafs his Defignj'nor knew ^y what 
means to bring it about. 

Now that which" moved him to 
confider of this, was , that which he 
had before obferved in himfelf. For 
he took notice that when he {hut 
his Eyes , or cover'd them with any 
thingj he could fee nothing till the Ob- 
ftacle was removed. So alio, when- 
Ibever he put his Fingers into his 
Ears, and ftopt them , he could hear 

nothing. 
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nothing , till he took them away from 
thence. In like manner, when he 
hard prefTed his Nole with his Hand, 
and clofed the paflages of his No- 
ftrils , he had no Senfe of any Odour,- 
until he let go his Hand, and opened 
thofe paOTages. Whence he conclu- 
ded , that all his Senfatio'ns, and what 
other natural Anions proceeded from 
his Body , were liable to certain Im- 
pediments, which hindered them in 
the exercife of their feyeral Opera- 
tions ; and that thefe being removed, 
thole Operations returned to their for- 
mer Courfe. When therefore he had 
taken a thorough and exaO: view of all 
the outward l^arts of i*ie Roe's Car- 
cais , and could find no vifible Fault 
or Defed in any of them ; yet with- 
all perceived that there was a general 
ceffation of Motion in the w^hole Bo- 
dy , which could not be attributed to 
one Part more than to another; at 
length this Thought came into his 
Mind , that the Fault whence all this 
proceeded, mufi: needs lie in fbme 
other Part , which lay removed from 
fight, and hidden within the Body. 
He judged alfo, that this Part muft 
needs be of fuch a nature and uie , as 

that 
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that without its help and conftant fup- 
ply of Spirit and Vigour , none of the 
outward Parts could exercife their pro- 
per Funftions,and therefore, that fbme 
Difeafe having leized on that Part, 
the hurt and damage became univer- 
fal, as appealed by the ceafing of Mo- 
tion throughout the whole Body. 
^.11, He defired therefore , if it might 

be , to find out that part , and to re- 
move that Evil , whatfbever it were, 
which had ieized upon it. For he 
thought that then it would return to 
its former ftate, that Good from 
thence would redound to the whole 
Body , and that all the Actions there- 
of would be*exercifed as formerly 
they were. He had alio before ob- 
ferved , that in the dead Carcafles of 
wild Beafts, and other living Creatures^ 
all the outward Parts were firm and 
Iblid, without any hollownefs in them, 
except the Brain-pan, the Breaft , and 
the Belly. Whereupon he gueffed that 
the Part, which was thus ill-afFefted, 
could not be found any where elfe, 
but in one of thefe three. And among 
thele three , he was more inclined to 
think , that it was placed in the mid- 
dlemoft of them. For it had been 

ibme 
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Ibme while ago throughly fixed in his 
Mind, that feeing all other Parts ftood 
in need of it , it muft neceiTarily fol- 
low , that it had its Seat in the midft 
of them all. Moreover , when he 
Tefle8:ed upon himlelf, he was very 
fenfible that he had fome fuch Part in 
the middle of his Breaft. For when 
he confidered his other Parts, as 
Hands, Feet, Ears , Nofe, Eyes, he 
fiippofed that thele might te taken 
from him , and yet it leemed to him, 
that he could fubfift without them. 
But when he confidered that Part 
which he felt moving in his Breaft, 
he was perfwaded that he could not 
fubfift without it , no not during the 
twinkling of an Eye. He likewife 
obferved , that when he chanced to 
contend with any of the wild Beafts, 
he ftill took a great care to guard his 
Breaft from their Aflaults , out of a 
natural inftin£t , as he judged , and 
an innate fenfe of the neceflity which 
lay upon him , to defend that Part, 
which lay there , againft any the 
leaft Harm. 

Now being thus certainly refblved, ^, 12, 
that the Part fb dilaffefted , and feiz- 
ed upon by the Hand of Death , lay 

in 
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in the Breaft of the Roe, he deter- 
mined to fearch after it , if fb be he 
could poflibly find it put ; and when 
he had dilcovered what 111 it was that 
had befallen it , to remove it thence* 
But then he feared too , left this very 
Endeavour of his Should be more 
hurtful to the dead Roe , than that 
Evil which had befallen it ; and that 
whatlbever he fliould do in the pro- 
fecution of this Defign , would turn 
to its damage. Then he confidered 
with himfelf, whether he had ever 
ieen any of the wild Beafts , or other 
of the living Creatures , after they 
had lain as the dead Roe did , return 
to Life. But when he could call to 
mind no fiich Inftance, he began to 
defpair of theRoe*s return to her for- 
mer ftate and condition , in cafe hfi 
let her lie as fhe did. Yet he had 
fome hope that fhe might poffibly re- 
cover that former flate of hers, if fb 
be he could poflibly find out the di^ 
aflPefted Part , and remove the Difeafe 
from it. He relblved therefore to 
open her Breaft , and upon fearch to 
difcover what he could find in it. To 
this purpofe he got him broken pieces 
of iharp Stones , and Splinters of dry, 

hard 
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hard Canes, like to Knives, where- 
with he made an Incifion between her 
Ribs, until at Jaft he came to that 
Cover which lay in the infide of her 
Breaft. Which when he found to be a 
very ftrong one, heasftrongly conje- 
(Slured that fuch a Cover as that be- 
longed to fuch a like Part, and per- 
fwaded himfelf, that when he had 
pierced thorow it , he fliould find that 
which he fought after. He attempt- 
ed therefore to cut a way thorow it, 
which he found very difficult for him 
to do , in that he wanted fit Inftru- 
ments, whereof he had none other, 
than fuch as were made of Stones and 
Canes. 

When therefore he had furnifhed 
himfelf anew with fuch , and fharp- 
ned them , he made ufc of his beft 
skill aind ftrength in piercing that 
Cover, until at length he had made 
his way thorow it, and came is far as 
the Lungs; which at the firft fight he 
thought CO be that Part which he had 
fearched afcer. Whereupon he ceafed 
not to turn them up and down , that 
fo he might therein find out the Seat 
of the Difeafe. And firft , he lighted 
on that half of the Lungs which hung 

T> ort 
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on the one fide, and took notice that 
it leaned towards one fide of the 
Breaft ; whereas before he conceived, 
that the Part he looked after, could 
not have his Seat but in the midfl: of 
the Body , as well in regard of Lati- 
tude, as Longitude. He left not there- 
fore oflP to fearch farther into the mid- 
dle of the Breaft, until he had found 
the Heart ; which when he law to 
be doled about with a ftrong Cover, 
and faftned with very firm Liga- 
ments , the Lungs alio compafling 
k about on that fide, whereby he 
had begun to open a paflage there- 
to, he faid within himfelf, If this 
Part be fb difpofed and fituated on 
the otber fide as it is on this , it is cer- 
tainly in the midft of the Body ; and 
therefore doubtlels it is that very Part 
which I have been feeking after; 
efpecially , whenas I here lee fuch a 
fitnels of Situation, fuch neatnels of 
Shape , fuch firmnefs alio and Iblidity 
of Flefh , and all this both fenced and 
adorned with fuch a Cover , as I find 
in no other Part of the Body. He 
made learch therefore into the oppo- 
fite fide of the Breaft , where whenas 
he found the fame Cover within the 

Kibs;, 



J5elf=taught ^hilofopher. 



21 






vr 



Ribs, and the Lungs in like mariner 
difpofed, he concluded with himfelf, 
that the Heart was that Part which he 
had Ibught after. 

He attempted therefore to remove ^. 14. 
the Cafe thereof, and to cut the Fe- 
ricardium in funder 5 which at length, 
when he had ufed his utmoft Endea- 
vour , with much trouble and diffi- 
culty he effeaed. And thus , having 
laid the Heart bare , when he law it 
to be fblid on every fide , he diligent- 
ly looked about , whether he could 
efpy any vifible Fault or defeft in it. 
But when he could find none , he 
fqueezed it together with his Hand, 
and thereby it appeared to him that 
it was hollow within. Whereupon 
he faid to himfelf. Perchance the ut- 
moft which I leek after lies within 
this Cavity , and I have not yet come 
home to it, and {o not attained the 
end of my Defign. Then upon the 
opening thereof he found a double 
Cavity therein , one on the right fide, 
and the other on the left. That on the 
right fide was fiU'd with clotted 
Bloud ,• but that on the left , was em- 
pty, and had nothing at all in it. 
Wherefore, he faid to himfelf again, 
D 2 It 
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It cannot be , but that the Seat of the 
thing I fearch after , mud: needs be in 
one of thefe two Cavities. He I'ai^ 
moreover, As for that on the right 
fide , I can fee nothing in it but this 
clotted Blood ; and doiibtle s this Blood 
became not ib clotted , till the whole 
Body came into that flate wherein it 
X\o\v lies. For he had oblervcd , that 
all Blood when it ilTucd out of the 
Body , and was feparated therefrom, 
became thickned and congealed ', and 
that this clotted Blood , which he 
found in the right Ventricle of the 
Heart, was like unto all other fb fepa- 
rated from the Body. I fee alio, laid 
he, that the ^me kind of Blood is found 
alio in other Parts of the Body , and 
that it is not appropriated to one Part 
more than to another. But that which 
I feek for is no fuch thing ; for that 
is fbmewhat whereof this place is the 
peculiar Seat , and I'uch a thing as I 
am fenfible that I cannot fubfift with- 
out one Moment. Now that is it 
which I have been feeking after all 
this while. But as for this Bloud , as 
oft as I have loft fome confidcrable 
quantity of it, when at any time I 
chanced to be wounded by fome wild 
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Beaft that fought with me , yet I 
found no confiderable harm therebv, 
feeing it hindered me not from per- 
forming any Aftion of Life, as I for- 
merly did. Therefore, that which I 
feek after, is not in this Ventricle. And 
as for the left one , I find it indeed 
empty , yet I cannot thinR that it was 
made alcogether in vain. For I fee 
that every other Part of the Body is 
defigned for the exercife of fome Of- 
fice or other , and for that operation 
■which is proper to it. How then 
can this Ventricle of the Heart, which 
is of fo excellent a Frame , as I fee, 
ferve to no ufe at all ? I cannot 
then imagine, but tliat the thing I 
feek after, had its Seat herein, but 
is now departed from it , and left its 
Seat empty ; and that by this means 
that Ceffation hatli hapned , whereby 
the whole Body is now deprived of 
all Senfe and Motion. But then when 
he faw that it left that Houfe , where- 
in it formerly dwelt, before it fell to 
mine , and to have forfaken it, when- 
as as yet it continued found , whole, 
and entire, he thought it very im^ 
probable that it would ever return 
again to its former Habitation , after 
D ? it 
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it had been thus torn and mangled, ancj 
deftioyed by hjm, 
. i^. In the mean time , the whole Body 
of the Roe which he had in this 
manner diflefted , and fearched into 
the inner Parts thereof, feemed to 
him a very contemptibly thing, and 
of no value at all , in refpe<9: of that 
which he was perlwaded had former- 
ly dwelt therein , and now forfaken 
it. He applied his Mind therefore to 
meditate on that only , and to find 
put , if it might be , what it was, 
how it came to be conjoyned unto the 
Body, and what fo conjoyned it; 
whither it was gone , and through 
what Door it made its PaiTage, 
when it left the Body , and what it 
was that caufed it to depart thence, 
whether it were forced to leave its 
Manfion , or left the Body of its own 
accord ; and in cafe it went forth vo- 
luntarily , what was the Caufe which 
made the Body fo odious and loath- 
Ibme to it, that it departed quite from 
it. Now, whilft his Thoughts were 
much diftrafted with fuch variety of 
Doubts , he laid afide all Solicitude 
about the Body of the Roe, and threw 
it away from him, whenas he per- 
; ceivedp 
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ceived , that this Nurfe of his which 
had been fo kind and indulgent to 
him , and fed him with her Milk, was 
that thing properly which was now 
departed ; and that from it had pro- 
ceeded all thole Anions , whereby fhe 
(hewed her Love to him , and Care 
of him 5 not from that dull and fenfe- 
lefs Body , which was not able to help 
it felf , but had fcrved only as an In- 
ftrument , which fhe made ufe of in 
performing thofe Adions ; or like that 
Staff which he had taken to him, 
wherewith to iight with the wild 
Beafts. So that now , his Care and 
Study was quite taken off from the 
Body , and transferred to that which 
had moved and governed it. 

But whilft his Mind was thus bu- 
fied about that , which had left the 
Body of the Roe , the dead Body it fel^ 
began to putrifie, and to exhale ftink- 
ing Vapours , which made him the 
more to loath it , and unwilling to 
look upon it. But a little after this, 
it hapned , that he beheld two Ravens 
fighting together , till at laft the one 
of them overthrew the other , and 
ftruck it down dead ; when the fur- 
viving Conqoerour began to fcrape 
D 4 the 
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the Earth with its Claws, and never 
cealed fcratching till it had digged up 
an Hole u^ierein it laid the Carcals 
ofitsAdyerfary, and tover'd it over. 
TJienfaid I^e within himfelf, How 
well hath this Raven done in cover- 
ing the Body of his Fellow-Com- 
^•?mV, ^t °''^" in killing of him he 
did HI! How much rather fhould I 
have begun to perform this good 
Office for my Mother and Nurle ? 
Whereupon he digged a deep Hole in 
tHe Ground , and having put the Bo- 
dy into It, threw Earth upon it. Then 
fte proceeded to meditate on that thing 
which had governed the Body, whilft 
It ivas ahve , but could not apprehend 
what kind of thing ir was. OnIy,wheq 
|e %eraly beheld all the other Koes 
he faw them all to have tlie fame 
HxF,"^^ ,^^T^. Fojm with his Dam, 
Whence his Mind gave him, that 
every one was moved and governed 
by lomeu'hat WkQ unto that which 
had moved and governed her. He 
therefore ftiil followed them, and lo. 
yed to Keep with them, for that Like- 
aefssfake In this ftate he continued 
tor a while, contemplating the di. 
vers kinds of Animals . aiSl Plants, 
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walking round the Shore of the Ifland, 
and leeking every where, whether 
he could meet with any other Crea^ 
ture like unto himfclf , as he had ob- 
lerved many of every other fort of 
Aninials and Plants ; yea, every fingle 
Individual , to be like to each other if 
It were of the fame kind. But when 
he had thus confidered them in Or- 
der, one after another, after all his 
learch he could find none like himfelf 
And when as he walked this Round, 
he faw that the Ifland was compalTed 
about with the Sea , he fuppofed that 
there was no other Land befides 

But upon a time it hapned, that in a ^ i- 
certain dry Wood, Fire chanced to be ^^ ^' 
kindled by the mutual knocking and 
dalhing together of the Boughs of 
lome Trees, which confifted of a 
gummy or rofiny Subftance. Which 
when he perceived, he faw fomewhat 
that affrighted him, being a thing 
which he had never feen before; ft 
that^he flood a good while much 
wondering at it. Yet he ventured toS 
draw nearer and nearer to it by de- 
f;!^ ' ^^" o^^erving its glittering 
i-ignt, and that wondrous great Force 
Whereby it feized oa every thing that 

it 
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it touched ■, and converted it into its 
own Nature. Then, to fatisfie his 
Wonder yet farther , and being inci- 
ted alfb by that innate Courage and 
Boldnefs , which God had planted in 
his Nature, he was induced to put 
his Hand to it , and had a mind to 
lay hold thereon. But when he felt 
that it burnt his Hand , and that he 
was not able to lay hold on it , he at- 
tempted to take a Stick from the 
burning Tree, which the Fire had not 
as yet wholly feized upon ; and laying 
hold on that part which was yet un- 
touch'd, (the Fire having poffeffed 
the other end only) heeafily efFefted 
what he intended and defircd ; and 
brought the Fire brand in his Hand 
to the Place of his Habitation* For 
he had before retired into a certain 
Covert , which he had made choice 
of for himfelf , as a fit Lodging, and 
place of Retirement. And when he 
had brought the Fire thither , he cea- 
fednot to feed it with Stubble and dry 
Sticks, and other coqibuftible Mat- 
ter. So that partly out of his Ad- 
miration at it , and partly out of 
the Delight he took in it , he would 
not fuffer it to go out, nor could en- 
dure 
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dure to be long abfent from it. But 
the chief Reafon that cauled him to 
make fb much of it, and frequent it 
in the Night-time , was this , that it 
fupplied the Pl^ce and Office of the 
Sun , as well in regard of Light as 
Heat ; infbmuch that he was extream- 
ly taken with it , and efteemed it the 
moft excellent and ufeful of all thofe 
things which he had about him. 
When he alfb obferved, that the Flame 
tended upwards towards the Hea- 
vens, he began to be perfwaded that 
it was of kin to thole celeftial Bo- 
dies which he faw moving and fhi- 
ning above his Head. He tried alfo 
the force and ftrength thereof upon 
all manner of Bodies, by cafting them 
into it, by which Experiment he found 
that it prevailed over all of them 
fboner or later, according to their 
feveral Natures and Difpofitions , 
which rendered them more or left 
combuftible. 

And among other Experiments, a ,g 
wherewith he made trial of its ^' * 
flrength, he put thereinto certain 
Fifhes which the Sea had cafl upon 
the Shore ; which being fried, and the 
fteam thereof coming to his Nofe , his 

Appetite 
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Api:>etite was ftirr'dup, and became 
quickned thereby , infbmuch that he 
ventured to tafte feme part thereof; 
which when he found acceptable 
to his Palate, and agreeable to his 
Stomach, from thence forward he 
accuftomcd himfelf to eat Flefh 5 and 
to that end , ufed all kind of Arts he 
could think on , which might enable 
him to hunt both by Sea and Land, 
and to catch fuch living Creatures as 
were- fit for him to feed on , until at 
length he became to be very expert 
in them. By this means , his love 
and regard for the Fire encreafed daily, 
becaufe by the help- thereof he provi- 
ded himfelf with various ibrts of good 
Food , which he had never afore been 
acquainted with. 

And whcnas now his affe3:ion to 
the Fire was grown very great and 
carneft, both in regard of its beneficial 
hffeSts^ which he daily took notice 
of, and its wonderful Force, whereby 
it conquered all things ; it came into 
-his Mind, that doubtlefs that thing 
which had departed out of the Heart 
of his Nurfe the Roe , and forfbok it 
when fhe <lied , muft needs be of the 
femQ fubftance with it , or at leafl. 

wife 
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wife of a like Nature. And he wa« 
farther confirmed in this Opinion , be- 
caufe as well that Heat, which he 
had obferved to be in all Animals 
whilfl: they lived , as that Cold, which 
feized on them after Death, was , as 
he found, conftant, and continued 
without any intermiffion. And he 
was the more confirmed in it upon 
the obfervation of that high Degree 
of Heat which he felt within his 
own Breafl: , near the place which he 
had cut up in the Roe. Hereupon, he 
began to think with himfelf, that if 
he could catch fbme living Creature, 
then open its Heart, and look into 
that Ventricle thereof which he liad 
found empty, when he opened it in 
the dead Body of his Dam the Roe, 
that he fhould then fee the Heart of 
liich a living Creature full of that Sub> 
fiance , which had refided in her 
Heart whilft fhe li»ved ; and by that 
means fhould be certified , whether 
or no it were of the fame Nature with 
the Fire , and wEether there could be 
found any Light or Heat in it. Upon 
this therefore, having caught a wild 
Beafl, and tied up the Shoulder j he 
difleited it in the fame manner as he 

had 
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had the Roe , until he came to 'its 
Heart, and then having firft eflayed 
the left Ventricle , he opened it , 
and difcovered it to be full of a cer- 
tain airy or thin vaporous Subftance, 
like to a white Cloud, or mift. Then 
thrufting his Finger into it, he 
found it fb Mfct, that it fcalded him ; 
and the wild Beaft inftantly died. 
Now upon this experiment he affu- 
redly concluded, that the moift va^ 
pour, which he found there, was the 
thing that gave life and motion to the 
Beaft ; and confequently^ that there 
was fomewhat like it in every living 
Creature of what kind foever, upon 
the departure whereof it died. 
^4 2o. Then a very earneft defire arofe in 

his mind , of enquiring into the o- 
ther parts of living Creatures; that 
fo he might find out their Order and 
Situation, their Quantity and Shape, 
their Qualities alfa, and the manner 
of their mutual Connexion, or knit- 
ting together with cack other. With- 
al, how that moift vapour was 
communicated unto them , fb that 
the other parts and members of the 
Body did live thereby ; how that va- 
Ipour fubfifts, as long as it continues 
■ • in 
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in the Heart; whence it hath its fup- 
plies, and by what means it comes 
to pafs that its heat doth not decay 
and perifh. All thefe particulars he 
dihgently fearchedout, and to that 
end diffcaed wild Beafts, both dead 
and ahve. Neither did he leave off 
to make an accurate enquiry into 
them, untiil at length he arrived 
to the higheft degree of knowledge 
in this kind , which the moft learn- 
ed Secretaries of Nature ever attain- 
ed unto. 

And now it appeared very clearly ^ 
to him, that every fmgle Creature ^* ^' 
of what kmd fbever , although it had 
muchdiverfity of Parts and Members 
with great variety of Senfes and 
Motions, yet was but one in refpeO: 
of that Spirit which derived its ori- 
ginal from one and the fame Center 
of the Body, the Heart; whence the 
diftribution of its vertue and influ- 
ence mto all the Body had its rife 
as from a Spring-Head. And as for 
the reft of the Parts and Members 
they were all fubfervient to it,, or 
provided for and fupplicd by it; fo 
that the office of that Spirit in exerci^ 
ling and making ufe of the Body, 

was 
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was like that of a Man who aflaults 
his Enemy with all forts of weapons j 
or hunteth after any kind of prey, 
whether by Sea^ or Land , and ma- 
keth ule of fuch in.ftruments to catch 
it, as are varioufly fitted for the ta- 
king of eacji kind, : and moft proper 
for his purpole. Now the Weapons 
which a Man makes ufe of againft 
his Adverfaries, are either dcfenfive, 
whereby he repels his Blows; orof- 
fenfiye, whereby he aflaults him. In 
like manner, the inftruments of hun- 
ting, wherewith he catcheth his prey, 
are divided into thofe, which are fit- 
ted to catch fuch Creatures as live in 
the Sea ; and thofe, which are pro- 
per for the taking fuch as converfe 
upon the Land. So ahb, thofe in- 
ftruments which himfelf made ufe of 
to cut Wood, or Stone, or what o- 
ther materials, were of divers forts ; 
fome, fitted for , cleaving , fome for 
breaking them in pieces , a third fort 
for, boring thorough ; and though it 
were one, and the fame Body, which 
he had ^ in his hands , yet he handled 
it in a different manner, according as 
Ills inftruments were fitted for it 5 and 
with relation to thofe ends,- the ef- 

feding 
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feaing whereof he had propofed to 
himfelf. 

Upon thef^ confiderations, he like- & 22 
wile conceived that it was one and the 
lame Animal Spirit, the adion where- 
of was Seeing, when it made ufe of its 
mltrument the Eye ; Hearing, when it 
raadeufeofthe Ear; Smelling, when 
It made ufe of the Nofe. In like man- 
ner It exercifed its faculty of Tafting 
by the Tongue , and of Touching 
by the Skin and Flcfh, more efpeci- 
ally of the Hand. So when it made 
ufe of any Limb to work ought by, 
t he eiTea was motion . When it made 
ufe of the Liver, the efFea was Nu- 
trition ; when of the Stomach , it 
was the receiving and concofting of 
the Aliment. And every one of thefe 
adions had its proper.part fubfervient 
to it, none of which could difcharge 
Its office but by the vertue of that 
influence which was thereunto deri- 
ved from the foremcntioned fpiric 
refident in the Heart, thorow thofe 
paffages which are called the Arte^ 
ries ; infomuch , that whenfoever 
they chanced to be broken off, or 
cut afunder, or elfe oblfruded, the 
action of that part of the Body pre- 
E ienti/ 
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fently cealed. He found alfb that all 
thefe Arteries derive that fpirit from 
the Ventricles of the Brain,and that the 
Brain receives it from the Heart ; as 
alfbjthat there is a great quantity there- 
of in the Brain, becauie that is the 
place wherein he found feveral VefTels 
in which it lay., and whereby it was 
thence diftributed into all parts of the 
Body. He aUb perceived, that if any 
part of the Body came by any means 
whatfbever to be deprived of the Influx 
of this fpirit, the action thereof imme- 
diately ceafed ; fo that it became like- 
10 a contemptible Tool or Inftrument, 
caft afide, as of no ufe at all. Alfb, 
that if this fpirit forfbok the Body alto- 
gether, or by any means came to be wa- 
fted or dilTolved, the whole Body at the 
jl fame time became deprived of motion, 

and was reduced to the ftate of Death. 
§^.2^. Thefe Obfervations of his, and Me- 
ditations thereupon , had brought 
him to that degree of knowledge, 
*• which I forementioned, at what time 

. he had attained to the end. of his 

'Wtm third Septenary, viz, to the twenty 

firft year of his Age. Within the 
fpace of which time he found out 
many things of very great ufe to him 

for 
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for the conveniencies of life. For he ' 
clothed himfelf with the skins of wild 
Beafls, when he had cut them our 
for his ufe. He alfo fhod his Feet 
with them, having made him thread 
of their Hair, as alfo of the rind of 
the ftalks of Althaea, Mallows, Hemp, 
and the like PlantSj^hicj^were eafie 
to be parted af^afSe^ aiftfraliiiiinto 
Threads. A'nd this he ha| learned to 
do out of his former ejj^erience in _ 
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get, and of fiifall 'pieces of Canes , 
ghetted and fharppointed with 
(tones. Then %t the Art of Build- 
ing, he was taught it by what he- 
faw the Swallows did. So he fitted 
himfelf with a Room, wherein to re- 
pofe and reft himfelf ; and another 
place for a Larder, wherein he laid 
up the remainder of his viduals. He 
guarded it alfb with a door, com- 
pafted of Canes joyned clofe together, 
left any wild Beafl fhould chance to 
enterintoit, when he happened to be 
from home upon any occafion. He 
alfo got into his hands certain Birds 
ot prey, which he made ufe of for 
E 2r Haw^ 
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Hawking ; and others of the tamer 
Ibrr, which he bred up, and then fed 
upon their Bggs, and Young ones. 
He alfo took to him the Horns 
of wild Bulls , M hich he found ly- 
ing on the Ground , tlie Diarp tips 
whereof he afRxed to fl:rong Canes , 
and to thick Staves made of the wood 
of the Tree J/z-afj, and others of the 
like kind. Andfb, partly by the help 
of Fire , and partly of fliarp edged 
Stones,, he lb fitted them, that tiiey 
ferved him infteadof fomany Spears. 
He made himfelf alfo a Shield of the 
skins of Beafts. parted into feveral folds, 
and then compaOred together. And all 
thefe he ma4p him, becaule he faw 
himlelf defticute of natural Armes. 

And when he now faw that his 
.hand lerved him inftead of all, and fup- 
plied whatfbever defeds Nature had 
made him liable to, io that none of 
all the various kinds of wild Beafts 
durft oppofe him, but fled away from 
him, and lb excelled him only in 
their Nirablenefs ; he bethought him- 
felf of finding outlbmeart, whereby 
to meet with them in tlieir flight , 
and mafter this Nimblenels of theirs. 
To which end, he judged nothing 

could 
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could be tnore convenient, than to 
take and tame one of the fwifter 
fort of the wild Beafts, and fo long to 
breed it up, nourilhing it with food 
agreeable to its nature, until at length 
he might get upon the Back of it , 
and therewith purlue other kind of 
wild Beafts. Now there were in that 
lHand wild Horles, and wild Alles ; 
out^ of which number having made 
choice of fbme which leemed fit- 
teft for bis purpole , he made them 
by degrees fo gentle and traaable, 
that at length by their help and ler- 
vice he became mafter of his wiflie^. 
And when he had made for them out 
of Thongs and Skins Ibmewhat that 
competently ferved him inftead of 
Bridles, and Saddles, it was no hard 
matter for him to compals his ends in 
catching thofe wild Beafts, which he 
very hardly, if at all, could have ta- 
ken any other way. All thele Arts 
and Devices he found out , whilft 
he was otherwife bufied in diirefting 
of Bodies, and ftudioufly learching af- 
ter the Properties of the feveral Parts 
of Animals , and wherein they dif- 
fered from each other. And all this 
ne did in that fpace of time, which 
E J even 
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even, now we affigned, njtz. with- 
in the compafs of one and twenty 
years. 
§.25. But after this, he began to expa^ 
tiate farther in his Contemplations, 
and to take a large view of all liich 
Bodies in the World as were fubjeft 
to Generation and Corruption ; as 
the various kinds of Animals, Plants, 
Minerals, and divers forts of Stones : 
Like wife , the Earth and Water , 
the Exhalations and Vapours, the Ice, 
Snow, Hail, Smoke, Fire, and Hoar- 
froft : wherein he difcerned much 
variety of Qualities, with diverfity of 
Aftions and Motions, partly agree- 
ing with, partly difagreeing from 
each other. For as he gave his iDJnd 
to a ferious confideration of all thefe, 
he faw that in part they agreed, and 
in part difagreed, in refpeft of their 
qualities ; as a Kb, that as they were 
one, in refpefl: of that wherein they 
agreed , fb they were many and di- 
vert, in refpe^ of what they diffe- 
red in. When therefore he fbme- 
times looked into the Properties of 
feveral Creatures, whereby they were 
diftinguidied from one another, he 
^ifcerned theni to be lb various and 

manifold. 



Self taught ^hilofopher. 



41 



i 

i 

I 



manifold, that they were paft num- 
bring;and that nature diftufed it (elf fb 
far and wide, that it was wholly im- 
poflible to comprehend it. Yea, his 
own nature leemed alfb to be mani- 
fold unto him, whilft he confidered 
the diverfity of parts whereof his Bo- 
dy was made up, and each of them 
diftinguifhed from the reft by fome 
Action or Property which was pecu- 
liar to it. Yea, when he beheld 
every fingle part, he oblerved it to 
be yQt farther divifible into more parts, 
whence he concluded , that the na- 
ture of his Body was manifold in 
refpeft of its parts j and , in like 
manner, the nature of every other 
thing, 

Then, applying himfelf to another k 26 
fpeculation, in the fecond place he 
law that all the parts of his Body , 
though many in number, y^t were 
fo knit and conjoyned together, thac 
they were no way divided from each 
other, but made up one and the iame 
Body ; nor differed among themlelves 
any otherwife, than in regard of their 
aftions and ufes ; which diverfity was 
caufed by that which proceeded from 
the Animal vertue of that (pirit, the 
E 4 nature 
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nature whereof he had before fearched 
into, and found out; and that this Spi- 
Tit was one and the fame in its Nature ; 
andwithall, theCaufe, and veryfub- 
flancepfhis Being, feeing alltheother 
parts which belonged to its Body, 
Icrjed only as fo many inftruments , 
• whereby it performed all its operati- 
ons. So that in this refpea alfo his Ef. 
lence was but one. 
§,27, After this, turning his Eye hence, 
^nd looking on the other kinds of 
-Animals, he faw that every one of 
them was one and the fame thing, 
under this confideration. Then, as 
he contemplated them diftinaiy ac- 
9ording to their feveral kinds , as 
Roes, Horfes, AlTes , and all forts 
pt Birds, he faw that the Individuals 
of every kind were hke each other, 
both as to their outward and their 
inward parts , their Apprehenfions , 
Motions, and Inclinations ; and that 
my^ differed not from one another 
but in fpme kw things, in compari- 
lon of thofe wherein they agreed.' 
Whence he concluded, that the Spirit 
which was in the whole kind, was 
^ut one thmg, not other wife differing 
t)Ut m this, that it was dillributed into. 

ieve- 
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feveral Hearts; infbmuch that if it 
were poffible to recollea all that Spi- 
rit which was difperfed into fomany 
Hearts, and gather it together into 
one Velfelj the whole thereof would 
be but one thing ; even as Water, 
or fome other Liquour, which being 
firft difperfed into feveral Veffels, 
and afterwards gather'd into one, is 
one and the fame thing in both 
ffates, as well that of difperfion, as 
that of recolleaion; feeing that the 
multiplying thereof was only acci- 
dental, in regard of the diifribution 
into feveral VefTels. Now, by this 
way of Contemplation, he faw, that 
the whole kind or Species of Ani- 
mals was but one. Whence he con- 
cluded , that the multiplicity of In- 
dividuals in every kind , was but like 
the multiplicity of parts in the Body 
of one and the fame Perfon, which 
indeed are not many 

After this, having prefented to the k ^q 
eye of his mind the feveral kinds of ^' 
Animals altogether, and attentively 
confidermg them, he faw that they 
all agreed in this, that they had fenfe, 
received npurifhment, and moved of 
their own accord whitherfbever they 

pleafed j 
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pleafed ; which a£lions he well knew 
were the proper effeds of the Ani> 
mal Spirit. And as to the others 
wherein they differed, they were not 
very proper thereunto. Upon which 
confideration it appeared to him, that 
the Animal Spirit, fo communicated 
to the generality of living Creatures, 
was in very truth but one, though 
it admitted of feme fmall difiference 
whereby the Properties of thole A- 
nimals became diftinguifhed from 
each other ; even as Spring- water, 
which originally had the fame cool 
Nature , being poured into feveral 
VefTels, may have one part hotter , 
and another cooler, according as the 
one was heated, and the other left 
to its natural coolnefs. So likewile 
may the Animal Spirit diuTer in re- 
gard of fome Qualities or Proprieties, 
according to the variety of Conftitu- 
tions in feveral Animals, notwith- 
ftandingthat it may be eflcemed but 
one and the fame, as that Spring- wa- 
ter is, although in fome reipeds it be 
thus diverfified. And fo, under this 
notion, he looked on the whole kind 
of living Creatures, as one. 

Then 
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Then afterwards, upon Qontem- ^.29. 
plating the diverfo kinds of Plants , 
he oblerved that the Individuals of 
every kind were like one another, 
in refped of their Boughs and Bran- 
ches, their Leaves, Flowers or Blooms, 
Buds and Fruits, with their vertucs 
and operations. And when he com- 
pared thera with Animals, he found 
that there was fome one thing in 
them, which refembled the Animal 
Spirit, whereof they were all parta- 
kers , and that all of them in that 
refped were but one thing. Where- 
upon , as he took a thorow view of 
the generality of Plants, he determined 
with himfelf, that they were all but one 
in refped of that agreement between 
themfelves in their operations, "jiz. 
in their Nourilhment and Growth, 

After this, he comprehended the ^. ?o. 
generality of Plants and Animals al- 
together, in one and the fame con- 
ception of his mind ; and thereby faw, 
that they all agreed in regard of both 
thefe, namely, in Nutrition and Aug- 
mentation. Only, Animals did ex- 
ceed the Plants, and excel'd them in 
this, that they had Senfo and Appre- 
henfion alfo. Notwithftanding , he 

oblerved 
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oblervgd withal that there wasfbme- 
what in Plants which refembled the 
fenfe of Animals ; as that Flowers 
turned themfelves towards the Sun 
and that the roots of Plants fpred 
themlelves towards that part of the 
Earth which afforded them nourilh- 
ment ; acid (bme other operations 
like to thefe. Whence it appeared 
to him , that both Plants and Ani- 
mals were but one in refjjeO: of that 
one and the lame thing, which was 
common to them both ; although in 
the one, it were perfe(3: and compleat ; 
in the other, more limited, and re- 
ftrained by fbme impediment; like 
Water diftributed into two portions, 
whereof the one is bound up and 
congealed into Ice ; the other loofe 
and fluid. Thus far then he conclu- 
ded, that Plants and Animals were 
one kind of thing. 
, ^ Then he contemplated thofe Bodies, 

^' ^•* which have neither Senfe , Nouriih- 
ment, nor Growth, fuch as Stones , 
Earth, Water, Air, and Fire ; all 
which he (aw to have thele three di- 
menfions. Length, Breadth, and Thick- 
ne(s ; and that they differed not o- 
therwife among themfelves from 

one 
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one another, but that Ibme were co- 
loured , others not ; fome hot and 
others cold 5 and the like differences. 
He obferved alio , that the hot Bo- 
dies waxed cold , and that the cold 
waxed hot. He faw too , that the 
Water rarefied into Vapours, and 
that the Vapours thickned again, 
and turned into Water. Withal he 
obferved that the Bodies which were 
burnt,turned into Coals,Alhes, Flame, 
and Smoke ; and that the Smoke when 
it met in its way with an Arch of Stone, 
as it mounted upwards, thickned there 
into Soot,and became like other earthy 
Subftances. Whence he relblved 
with himfelf, that they were all in- 
deed but one thing, after the fame man- 
ner that the Animals and Plants were, 
although in fbme refpeft multiplied 
and diverfified. 

Then confidering with himfelf that c 
one thing wherein he obferved Plants ^' ^^' 
ar-' Animals to be united , he faw 
that it muft necefTarily be fome Bo- 
dy like to thele Bodies, having length, 
and breadth, and thicknefs i and that 
it was either hot or cold, as one of 
thefe other Bodies , which are def^i- 
tute ofJenfe, and uncapablc of nou- 

rilhment j 
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rilhment ; but that it difFerM from 
them in iiich Anions as proceeded 
from it , in regard of the Organicai 
Parts, which belong to Plants and Ani- 
mals , but not otherwife. And per- 
haps, fuch AQ:ions were noteflential 
to that Body, but derived to it from 
Ibme other Caufe, that was extrinfecal 
thereto ; fb that, if they were in like 
manner communicated to other Bo- 
dies, they would be like unto this. 
When he therefore confidered that 
Body in its EfTence, as ftript naked 
of all thele Operations, which at the 
firft fight feemed to proceed from 
thence, he faw that it was no other 
thing, than a Body of the fame kind 
with thefe. Upon which Contem- 
plation it appeared unto him , that 
all Bodies taken in general were but 
one, as well thole which had life , 
as thofe which had none > as well 
thofe which moved, as thofe which 
refted in their natural places. Only 
it appeared , that actions proceeded 
from fbme of them, by means of their 
organicai Parts, concerning which he 
as yet knew not, whether they were 
Effential to them, or derived to them 
from without. Now, whilfthewas 

in 
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inthisftate of Mind, he extended not 
his Thoughts beyond bodily Subftan- 
ces; and thereby he faw, that the 
whole Frame of the Creatures was 
but one Thmg, which formerly he 
Had looked upon, and efteemed as 
many, without number, or end. 

In this Opinion , and ftate of Mind, 6. j ? 
he contmued for fome time. But af- 
terwards, upon a view of all Bodies 
as well Animate, as Inanimate, (which 
lometimes feemed to be but one thing 
to him J but othcrwhiles, many and 
l"n°."^erable) he faw that one of thefe 
Motions was natural and neceflary to 
them, viz, upward, or downward: 
upward, as in Smoke, Flame, and 
Air, when detained under Water- 
downward , as in Water ., Earth and 
n^ ^^'^r' all Earthy Bodies, withthe 
Parts of Animals and Plants. Alfo 
that not one of all thefe Bodies was 
void of both thefe Motions, neither 
ever refted, but when fome other Bo- 
dy came it its way, and interrupted 
Its motion; a? when a Stone in its 
delcenfion meets with the folid Sur- 
iace of the Earth, which it cannot 
pierce through; whereas if it could. 
It would move downwards ftill, as 

every 
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every Body knows. And therefore, if 
one do but lift it up from the Earth, 
he will find it to refift that motion^ by 
preffing down his Haad, out of a 
propenfion it hath to defcend again 
unto the fame place. In like manner, 
Smoke in its mounting upward is not 
beat back again, unleft it meet by 
the way with Tome folid arched Body, 
which ftops it in its Courfe ; and 
then it will turn afide to the right 
Hand or to the left ; but as foon as it 
hath got out , and freed it ielf from 
th^it Body which hindered its motion, 
it mounts, up again , and makes its 
way through the Air, without any 
interruption. He obferved alfp , that 
if a Leather Bag be filled with Air, 
then tied hard together , and plunged 
into the Water , it will ftri^e to get 
upward , and ftruggle under the Wa- 
ter that detains it , nor ever ceafe to 
do fb , until it hath got forth , and re- 
turned unto the Air ,• but then it is 
c^uiet , all that reludancy, and ftrong 
inclination to move upwards , which 
it had before, ceafing altogether. 
^. J4' He alio made a diligent learch , to 
fee whether he could find any Body, 
which was at any time deftitute of 

both 
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both thefe motions, or a propenfion 
to them 5 but he could find none 
juch among all thofe Bodies, which 
he had at hand to view. And this 
he fought after , out of a defire he had 
to find out what was the Nature of a 
Body in general , and abftraftedly 
confidered , without any of thofe Qua- 
lities^ which caufe a multiplicity, and 
diverfity of Kinds. But when he 
found this too difficult a Task for 
him 5 and that having confije^ed 
all thoffe Bodies j which among the 
reft were leaft fubjeft to thefe quali- 
ties, yet could he fee none of theni 
m any wife void of one of the two, 
^/■^. either of Heavinefs or Lightnefs ; 
he farther confidered with himlelf. 
whether thefe two qualities belonged 
to the Body, as it was a Body^ or to 
lome other Notion fuperadded to the 
Body. ^ Now upon this Confiderati- 
on. It (eemed to him , that they agreed 
to fbme Notion fuperadded unto the 
Body , becaufe that if they bebnged 
to tlie Body , as it was a Body , no 
one Body could be found wliercin 
both of them were not , whereas we 
find fome heavy Bodies which are 
void of all Lightnefs, and fome light 
P Bod.is*- 
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Bodies which are void of all Heavi- 
nefs ; and thefe two are doubtlels two 
diftin£l Bodies, toeitherof which be 
longs (ome Notion f'uperadded to its 
bodily Nature , wiiercby it is dirtin- 
gaiflied from the other ; which No- 
tion is that , whereby tlie one of them 
becomes diverfe from the other ; feeing 
if this were away, they both would 
be the fame thing in every Reaped. 
It appeared therefore very plainly to 
him, that the Nature, or ElTence of 
both thcfe Bodies was compounded 
of tvv'o Notions ; the one , wherein 
they both agreed, and this was the 
Notion of Corporeity,- or bodily Sub- 
ifance : the other , whereby the Ef- 
ience of the one was diverfified from 
tlie Hifence of the other ; and this 
was the Notion of Heavinefs in the 
one , and of Lightnels in the other .; 
whereby the one moved upwardsi and 
the other downwards ; both which 
were adjoyned and liiperadded to the 
Notion of Corporeity , or bodily 
Sublfance. 

In like manner , he contemplated 
alfo the Bodies of other Creatures, 
whether they were Animate, or In- 
animate. Whereupon he law, that 

the 
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the Eflence of every one of them Gon« 
fifted in this , that they were all com- 
pounded of a double Notion , namely^ 
that of Corporeity , and of fome other 
thing fuperadded thereto , whether 
the thing were one, or manifold. And 
thus the Forms of Bodies came to be 
known unto him , according to their 
diverfity ; which were the firft No- 
tions that he had relating to the Spi^ 
ritual World, to wit, the Notions of 
theft Forms , which are not perceive- 
able by Senfe , but apprehended only 
after, a certain manner of intclleaual 
Speculation. And among the reft of 
this kind , which were thus made 
known unto him, it appeared alfb to 
him , that hi^ own Animal Spirit, 
which was feated in his Heart (as 
hath been afore declared) muft needs 
fuperadd another diftina Notion to 
his Corporeity , as that whereby he 
was inabled to perform fuch wonder- 
ful Operations , as appeared in the 
various manners of Senfation, and 
ways of Apprehenfion, with the di- 
verfity of Motions which it caufed in 
the Body j as alfo, that this Notiort 
was his proper Form or Difference, 
whereby he WaS diftiaguiihed fromi 
F a other 
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other Bodies; viz, the lame, "which 
the Philofbphers call the Animal, that 
is, the Ssnfitive Soul. So likewiie, 
that the Principle which in Plants 
fupplies the place of that Radical Heat 
which is in Animals , is Ibmewhat 
that is proper to them , and is their 
Porm, namely , That which Philolb- 
phers call the Vegetative Soul. So 
alio in all Inanimate Bodies- ( which, 
befides Animals and Plants, are found 
in this lower World of Bodies , and 
are liable to Generation and Cor- 
ruption) there is Ibmewhat proper 
to ; them , by vertue whereof every 
one of them performs fuch Actions as 
are peculiar to it , namely, various 
ways of Motion^ and kinds of (enfible 
Qualities ; and that the fame thing 
is their Form , the fame which Phi- 
lofophers exprels by the name of Na- 
ture. 
X -^ Nowwhenas, upon this Contem- 

plation , he was well aflured that the 
true EfTence of that Animal Spirit, 
which his Mind had been fo intent 
upon , was compounded of the No- 
tion of Corporeity , and fbme other 
Notion thereto fuperadded • and that 
this Notion of Corporeity was* com- 
mon 
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mon to him with other Bodies, but 
that the other, which was adjoyned 
thereto, was peculiar to himfelf ; the 
Notion of Corporeity appeared vile 
to hitn , and of no account , fb that he 
• utterly caft it off, and his Mind whol-: 
ly fixed it felf upon that lecond No- 
tion, which is called by the Name of 
the Soul, the true nature and ftate 
whereof he earneftly defired to under- 
ftand : Upon that therefore he fixed 
his Thoughts, and began his Con- 
templation, with confidering all Bo- 
dies,- not as Bodies, but as having 
Forms, whence neceflarily flow cer- 
tain Properties, whereby they are di- 
ffinguifhed from one another. 

And upon his inftant profecuting x ^y. 
this Notion , having at laft fully ^' ^'* 
comprehended it in his Mind, he faw 
that the whole multitude of Bodies 
agreed in this, that they had fome 
certain Form, whence one or more 
Aa-ions proceeded. He fawalfo, that 
a certain part of this number, though 
they agreed with all the reft in that 
Form, yet had over and above another 
Form fuperadded unto it, from whence 
certain Anions ilTued that were pro- 
per thereto. He faw too , that there 
F 5 was 
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was another Claflis or Order of Bo- 
dies , which although they agreed 
with this Part in the firft and fecond 
Forms , yet were diftinguiflied from 
fhem by a third , which was fuper- 
added unto the two former , and from 
whence alfb certain AQions iffued. 
As for Exartiple , all Terreftrial Bo- 
dies, as Earth, Stones, Minerals, 
Plants , Anirhals , and whatfbever 
other heavy Bodies , do make up one 
iiumber , which a^ree iri the fame 
Form, namely that whence delcen- 
fiVQ Morion proceeds , whilft there is 
nothing to hinder their dticent ; fb 
that whenlbfcver they are forced to 
move upwards at any time , and after 
left unto themfelves, they move down- 
wards of their own accord, by ver- 
tueof that their Form. Again, fbme 
part of the lame number of heavy 
Bodies (viz. Plants and Animals) 
though they agree with the former 
in the fame Form , which is common 
to thera all , yet they have another 
Form befides, from which proceed 
Nutrition and Augmentation. Now 
Nutrition i^ perforriied, when the 
Body nouriflicd doth fubftitiitc into 
the place of that which .was canfo- 

med. 
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med, fomewhat of the like kind, 
which it draws to jt felf , and then 
converts into its own Subftance But 
Augmentarion is a Morion tending to 
the threefold Dimenfion of Lenatli, 
Breadth , and Thicknefs , accord- 
ing to the juft proportion of the Bo- 
dy augmented. Thefe two Aaioiis 
therefore, being common to Plants 
and Animals, doubtlefs arife from a 
Form which is common to both , to 
wit, That which is called the Vegeta- 
tive Soul. But Tome alfo of this'^fort 
of Bodies, (and particularly Animals) 
although they have the firft and (e- 
cond Forms common to them wit'i 
the former , yet they have a third aifb 
iupei added, whence proceed Senfa- 
tion and local Motion. He fiw like- 
wife , that every peculiar kind of 
Animals had fome certain Property 
whereby it was diverfified , and dl 
ftinguiflit from all the reft. He knew 
alfo, that every fuch Diverfity pro- 
ceeded from that Form which was 
proper to it ; that namely , which 
was fuperadded to the former , and 
which was common to it with other 
Animals. And the like he faw hap- 
pen'd to the feveral kinds of Plaats. 

F 4 It 
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It was alfo evident to him , thafe 
among the Senfible Bodies , the which 
are found in this lower World , liable . 
to Generation and Corruption, the 
EflTence of fbme of them was com-, 
pounded of more Notions , fuperad- 
dpd to the Notion of Corporeity ; 
and others, of fewer. He knew like- 
"^vife, that the kpowleJge of the fewer 
pljft needs be more eafie to him , than 
|:he knowledge of fuch as wera more 
in number. He therefore ibught in 
^he firft place , how he might attain 
the knowledge of the true nature of 
the Form of fome one Body , whole 
EiTence was made up of fewer Noti- 
ons. Whereupon as he conficered the 
Animals and Plants, he Ibiind that 
their Effjnce confiflcd of mi] ay No-, 
tions, by lealbn of the various kinds 
cf Actions which he obferved in them. 
y/hercrorc lie Idid cLi]dc the Enquiry 
into then- Forms. So alio, as to the 
Pari:s of Earth , he iaw that Ibme of 
?hem were more fimple than others.. 
He pro^-ofed therefore to himfelf the 
Co:iteLi'.p!atioa of fuch Bodies as he 
could poifibly find to be- the moft 
iiimpie of all. So. he obferved, that 
|he . Water v/as a Body very Httk 

corn- 
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eompounded , as he judged by the 
fewnefs of thofe Aftions which pro. 
ceeded from its Form. The fame he 
alio oblerved in the Fire, and Air 

Withal! he had before obferved, k ,„ 
that fome of thefe four Elements were ^* ^^* 
converted into the other; and there- 
fore , that there muft be fome one 
thing which they joyntly participa- 
ted of, and that this thing was The 
Notion of Corporeity. He concluded 
a o , that this one thing whereof thev 
all participated, rauft needs be void 
ot all thofe Notions, whereby the four 
Elements were diftinguiflied fromeach 
other ; namely, that it could not move 
either upward or downward, that it 
was neither hot, norcoid, neither 
moift, nor dry ; feeing that none of 
thele Qualities was common to all 
Bodies, and confeguently did not be- 
long to the Body, as it was a Body. 
So that if it were poffible to find a 
Body wherein there was no other 
i'orm luperadded to its Corporeitv 
none of thefe auaiities would be found 
m It ; yea, that it were impoffible any 
Quality whatfoever flhould be found 
mit, but what agreed to all Bodies, 
whatfoever diverfity of Forms they 

had. 
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had. He corifidered therefore with 
himfelf , whether he could find out 
any one Adjunft which was common 
to all Bodies , as well Animate , as 
Inanimate. But he could find none 
which agreed to all of them, belides 
the Notion of Extenfion tow&rdsthoie 
three Dimenfions which are found in 
all of them , i^iz. Length , Breadth , 
and Thicknefs. Whence he gather- 
ed , that this Notion belongs to the 
Body, as it is a Body. However, his 
Senfe could not reprelent to him any 
Body exiftent in Nature , which had 
this only Adjund, and was void of 
all other Forms : For he faw , that 
every one of them had ibme other 
Notion iiiperadded to the laid Ex- 
tenfion. 

After this, he confidered with him- 
felf i whether this threefold Extenfion 
were the fole Notion belonging to a 
bodily Subftanee, or whether there 
were not fome other Notion befides 
contained in it. Upon which Gonfide- 
ration, he perceived, that befides this 
Extenfion, tfec was another Notion 
of tfet wherein the Extenfion did 
exift ; feeing that it could not exift 
of it felf^ as neither that Jiody which 

wasi 
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was extended could exift of it felf 
alone, without Extenfion. Then he 
farther confidered the Nature of this 
Extenfion , in fome of thofe fenfible 
Bodies which were indued with 
Forms ; as for Example, in Clay; 
and he obftrved , that when it was 
moulded into any Figure ( as for In- 
flrance, a Globous one ) it had Length, 
Eieadth, and Thickneis, according to 
a certain Proportion. Then, if after- 
wards this Globous Body of Clay were 
changed into a four-fquare or oval 
Figure, that the Length, Breadth, 
and Thicknefs were changed , and 
had another Proportion than before 
they had 5 but that the Clay was the 
fame fliill , and remain'd unchanged ; 
oniy , it had that which it muft necef- 
farily have. Length, Breadth, and 
Thicknefs , in fome Proportion or 
other , feeing it could not be wholly 
deprived of them. 

Then he farther difcerned, by this ^. 41. 
fucceffive change of Figures in the 
iame Body of Clay , that this diver- 
fity of Figures was a diftinft Notion 
from that Body ; as alfb , in that he 
faw the Body of the Clay could not 
be altogether without them, it plainly 

appeared 
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appeared to him that they belonged 
to its Eflence. And from this Con- 
templation it was apparent to him, 
that a Body , confiderM as a Body, 
was indeed compounded of two No- 
tions. As for Example , the Body of 
the Clay , as confiderM under a GIo- 
bous Figure; and the lame confider'd 
as having only the threefold Exten- 
fion of Length, Breadth, and Thick- 
nefs, whether in a Globous, or a 
Square , or any other Figure. He 
faw alfo, that it was impoflible to 
conceive any Body , which was not 
made up of thefe two Notions ; and 
that the one of them could not poC 
fibly fubfift without the other. With- 
all he law, that the one Notion, 
(namely, that of Extenfion) which 
could be changed and fuccefTive- 
ly put on diverfity of Figures, did 
reprefent the Form in all thofe Bo- 
dies, which were indued with Forms 
or Figures ; but that the other, which 
ftill abode in the fame ftate, (as for 
Example , the fubftantial Body of the 
Clay) did reprefent the Notion of 
Corporeity which belonged to all Bo- 
dies of what Forms foever. Now, 
fhat which v/e. call Clay in the pre- 
cedent 
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cedent inftance is the fame which the 
Philolbphers call materia prhm [the 
firft matter] and i'A«, which is whol- 
ly void of all fort of forms. 

Now, when his Contemplation h 42 
had proceeded thus far, and had ' 

withdrawn it felf from the Objeds 
of Senfe , fb that he now drew near 
to the Confines of the Intelledual 
World , he began to be fomewhat 
amazed; and thereupon, bending his 
thoughts again downwards, he re- 
turned more ferioufly to confider, 
and more throughly to examine That 
m the fenfible World, whereunto he 
he had been accuftomed. Where- 
fore he retired back a little, and for- 
bearing to meditate on the nature of 
the Body in general , (it being a 
thing which he could not take hold 
of by his fenfe, nor as yet compre- 
hend in his mind ) he undertook to 
confider the moft fimple of thofe fen- 
fible Bodies which he had feen, name- 
ly, thofe four about which his con- 
templatipn had before exercifed it felf. 
And firft of all he eonfidered the 
Water ; as to which, he faw, that 
when it abode in that ftate which its 
form required, there appeared there- 
in 
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in a fenfible Cold, and a propenfion 
to move downwards ; but that when 
it was heated by the Fire , or the 
warm Beams of the Sun , the Cold 
frft withdrew it fclf, and departed^the 
Propenfion to move downwards ftill 
remaining ; but that afterwards, when 
it becarfie more vehemently heated, its 
Propenfion to move downwards then 
likewife forfook it, fo tha*: it ftrove 
to move upwards, and evaporated 
into ike Air ; fo that both of thele 
qualities wholly left it, which before 
had always iffued from its Nature 
and Form. Neither knew he any 
thing farther concerning its Form , 
but that thefe two aftions proceed- 
ed thence, and that when they both 
forfook it, the Naturd or State of the 
form was wholly taken away, fothat 
the watery form departed out of that 
Body ; feeing that aaions proceeded 
therefrom which properly belonged 
to another form ; and that -^notlier 
form in its place arofe. Which be- 
fore was not in the Water , feeing 
that anions proceeded from it, which 
eould not naturally proceed thence, 
whilft it retained its former form. 
«. A?, Now he well knew, that when 
^ ^^ any 
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any thing was a-new produced, it 
muft n^Gds have fome Producer. 
And from this Contemplation there 
was wrought in his mind a kind of 
a general and confufcd impreffion of 
the EfFedor of that form. Then he 
farther direftedhis fpeculation to the 
confidering of thofe forms , to the 
knowledge whereof he had before at- 
tamed, contemplating them one af- 
ter another. Whereupon he faw 
that they all had their Exiftence a- 
new , and fo neceffarily required 
lome efficient Caufe. Then he exa- 
mined and diligently confidered the 
EfTences of forms, and faw that they 
were nothing elfe but fuch or fuch 
a difpofition of the Body, from which 
thole adhons proceeded. For in- 
ftance , in water when that is ve- 
hemently heated , it is difpofed to 
move upwards, and made apt there^ 
to ; and that difpofition is its form • 
ieeing there is nothing prefent in this 
motion but the Body of the Water 
and fome accidents proceeding thence! 
^vhich exifted not before, and are 
the obje^s of Senle rfiich as quali- 
ties and motion) and the Efficient 
which produced them ; whereas thofe 

accidents 
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accidents had no Exiftence before ; fa 
that the aptitude of the Body to feme 
motions before others is its difpofiti- 
on and form. . And the fame truth 
a4)peared to hirti , as to all other 
forms. He alio clearly faw, that 
the a^iions which proceeded from 
thele Bodies were not properly theirs, 
but belonged to that Efficient, which 
by thofe a£tions^ produced thofe At- 
tributes that are afcribed to them. 
And .this notion which thus appear- 
ed to him is the fame thing which 
was faid by the meffenger of God 
(z>Iz,i Mahomet') [ I am his hearing 
whereby he hears, and his fight 
whereby he fees. And in the Text 
of the Alcoran ^ Cap. Al Anphdu 
\_Tort have not (lain them^ but God hath 
flaw them. A»ci^ thou haji not caji them 
atvay, hut God hath caji them a)vay.~] 
4. 44, Now, whenas he was certainly 
affured of this Efficient, (the which 
appeared to him in general, andcon- 
fufedly ) a vehement defire feized on 
liitn to get a diftinft knowledge there- 
of. But becaufe he had not as yet 
withdrawn and fequeftred himfelf 
from the lenfible World, he began 
£0 feek this voluntary Agent- amongfl 

things 
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things fenfible; neither as yet knew 
he, whether it were one Agent, or 
many. Wherefore he toof a ^iew 
ot all the Bodies that were near him. 
thofe namely, which his thouahts 
I u^u ^°"tinmlly fixed upon; all 
which he faw v^re fucceflively lia^ 
ble to Generation and Corruption, 
a not m the whole, at leafl in their 
parts. As for example, he faw that 
the parts both of Water and Earth 
were corrupted by Fire. He faw 
Iikewife that the Air was fo far 
corrupted by a flarp Cold that it 
was turned into Snow, and that Snow 
melted again into Water. Aifo as 
for other Bodies which he had near 
mm, he could fee none of them which 
had not Its Exiftence a-new, and 
required fome voluntary Agent to 
give It a Being. WhereforeT he re- 
jeded a thele fublunary Bodies, and 
transfei'd his thoughts to the heaven- 

A 5"^,^ ^''i?^^^ ^^^^^ ^^o^^e his head. 
And thus far he reached in his Con. 
templations about the end of the 
u^u ^^P^s^ary of his Age, -j'z 
when he was now Twenty and Ei^ht 
years old. ° 
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^. 4'5. Now, he knew that the Heavens 

and all the Stars therein were Bodies, as 
being extended according to the three 
dimenfions of Length, Breadth, and 
Thicknels , and that none of them 
was void of this Aruibute, and that 
Vvhatibever had ii^ muft needs be 
a Body. All thefe therefore he 
concluded to be Bodies. Then 
he confidered with himlelF, whe- 
ther they were extended infinite- 
ly . 5 ib that they ft retched out 
tbemfelves to an endlefs Length, 
Breadth, and Thicknels ; or, whether 
they had any Bounds, and were confi 
ned unto certain limits, beyond which 
they proceeded not. But here he 
flopt a while, as in a kind of amaze- 
ment. 
L /l6. YeE at'length, by the quicknefsof 

Iiis apprehenfion, and fagacityof his 
underftanding, he found that an in- 
finite Body was an abfurd and im- 
poflible thing , and a notion wholly 
unintelligible ; which opinion he was 
conhrmed in by many arguments 
that came into his mind, when he 
thus argued with himfelf. This 
heavenly Body is doubtlefly finite on 
that part which is next me, and ob- 
vious 



■"T^ 



Self taught miofophcr. 

vious to my lenfe, feeing : I perceive 
fo much by my Eye. Th^n likewife, 
as to that part which is oppofite 
to this, and concerning which this 
doubt arifeth in my mind, I know 
alfo that it muft needs be hnpoiTible 
it Ihould be extended infinitely. For 
if I conceive two Lines beginning at 
that part which is bounded, and 
thence pafling through the thicknefs 
of this heavenly Body, extend them-' 
felves unto an inhnite diftance 5 and 
then fuppofe a great part to be cut 
off from one of thefe Lines where its 
extremity is bounded ; and the extre- 
mity of the remainder of that Line 
which had part cut off applied to 
the extremity of that other , which 
had nothing cut off from it ; and 
then that Line, which had fome 
part thereof cut off, placed paral- 
lel to that other Line which had 
nothing cut off, the underftanding 
going ftill along with both Lines to 
that farther part of each which is faid 
to be infinite ; either you will find 
thefe two Lines to be continuedly ex- 
tended, without coming to any end , 
ib that neither will be fhorter than 
the other j and confequently , the 
G a Line 
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Line which had fbmewhat cut off 
from it, will be equal to the otlier 
which had nothing cut off, which is 
abfurd : Or, in cafe it go not continu- 
edly along with it, but have its pro- 
greft intcrrupted,and fo fail of its being 
extended together with it, throughout 
that infinite Ipace, it will be hnite ; 
and when that part Ihall be added 
a-new to it, which was before cut 
off, and therefore muft needs be finite, 
the whole Line too will be neceffari- 
\y finite, as confifting of two finite 
parts. Moreover, when it is thus 
made up again , and become entire 
in it lelf , it will be neither fhor- 
ter than the Line which had nothing 
cut off from it , nor exceed it in 
length, butprecifely equal to it. See- 
ing therefore this Line is finite , 
that alfo muft be finite hkewife; and 
confequently , that Body wherein 
both thofe Lines are fiippofed to be , 
and are tlius mathematically de- 
figned , muft needs be finite too : 
For every Body, wherein fuch Lines 
may be defigned, is finite ; and there 
is no Body wherein they may not 
be defigned. Therefore , if we de- 
termine any Body' to be infinite, we 

deter- 
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determine that which is abfurd and 
impoffible. 

Now when he was thus affured by / . . 
the fingular excellency of his Wit '' 

which he had awakened to the Con^ 
fideration*of thisSubjea, that the 
^ody of Heaven was finite? he de- 
iired m the next place to know of 
what Form it was , and in whatman^ 
ner it was bounded with the Super- 
hcies that compaffed it round about. 
Hnt ot all then he contemplated the 
^un and Moon , and the reft of the 
Stars , and faw that all of them arofe 
m the Eaft, and {tt in the Weft. He 
law alfo that thofe Heavenly Lights 
which pafl- direaiy over his Head! 
defcribed a larger Circle; and on the 
pther fide , that thofe which declined 
x?"^,.^^^ Vertical Point towards the 
North or South , defcribed a lefs one ; 
and that every one of them , as it 
moved at a greater diftance from the 
Vertical Point towards either Pole, 
defcribed a leffer Circle than that 
which was nearer to it ; fo that the 
lealt Circles wherein the Stars moved 
were thofe two which were neareft 
the Poles, namely, the Circle of the 
J>tar SohAtl [that is, Canapus"] which 
P I wat 
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was neareft the Southern Poles and 
the Circle J^pharkadam, which was 
next the Northern. And whereas he 
dwelt 'in an Ifland fituated near the 
EquinoGial (as we before. llie wed) 
all thefe Circles were ftraight towards 
the Surface of the Horizon , and had 
alike reference to the North and 
South, feeing both the Poles appeared 
to Iiim at once. Withall he obferved, 
that when one Star arofe in a larger 
Circle , and another in a left , fb that 
they arofe both together, that both 
of them alfo fet at the fame time. And 
this he obferved to be alike true and the 
fame iu all forts of Stars , and at all 
times. And from hence it was evi- 
dent to him, that the Heaven was of 
a Spherical Figure. Which Truth was 
alfo farther confirmed unto him fiom 
what he faw of the Return of the 
Sun, Moon, and the other Stars, to the 
JEaft, after their fetting in the Weft; 
as alio , in that they all appeared to 
his Eyes in the fame proportion of 
Magnitude , both when they arofe, 
and when they fet ; as alfb, when they 
were got up to the height and midft 
of the Heavens. For if their'Motion 
. had been any other than Circular, 

they 



Self taught TJ?ilo/opher, 

they muft needs at fome tiEnes have 
been nearer to his fight, than at other 
times: and if (b, their Dimenfions 
and Magnitudes would not always 
have appeared the fame , but various ; 
feeing that they wt)uld have appear- 
ed bigger when they were nearer to 
him , than when they were farther 
off. But whenas he faw no fuch di- 
verfity in their appearance , he was 
well affured that the Figure of Hea- 
ven was Spherical. Then he pro- 
ceeded onwards to obferve the Mo- 
tion of the Moon, and faw that it 
was carried from the Eaft towards 
the Weft [or perchance from the 
Weft to die Eaft] as the other Pla- 
ners were in like manner. So that at 
length a great Part of Aftronomy be- 
came known to him. It appeared 
alfo to him , that the Motions of the 
Planets were in different Spheres , all 
which were comprehended in another 
that was above them all , and which 
turned about all the reft in the fpace 
■ of a Day and a Night. But it were 
too long to fet down the manner and 
degeees of that Progrefs which he 
made in this Science ; and befides ic 
is publifhed in many Books. Neither 
G 4 is* 
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IS k requifite , as to our prefent 
J^ef]gn to fay any more thereof, 
thiin what we have already difcour- 

led. 

i^ 4^^ r ^°w ^^en he had proceeded thus 
far in the Aftronomical Science, he 
found that the whole Orbe of the 
Heavens , and whatfbever it contain- 
ed within its Compafs , was as it were 
one entire thing, compofed of Parts 
mutually conjoyned to each other • 
and that all the Bodies which he had be- 
fore confidered, as Earth, Water, Air, 
Plants, Animals, and all the reft in 
Jike manner, were comprehended in 
It, To that none of them went beyond 
Its bounds. He found alfo, that the 
whole Body or Frame of the World 
veiy near refembled feme one fingle 
Animal j fo that the Stars which fli- 
ned therein anRvered to the Senfes • 
the cliverfity of the Spheres which 
were contiguous to ea^h other, re- 
iembled the variety of Limbs.; and 
that all thofe Bodies therein which 
were liable to Generation and Cor- 
Tuption, refembled thofe things which 
are contained in the Belly of an Ani- 
mal , f uch as various Excrements and 
liumours^ whence Animals alfo are 

' often 
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often generated, as they are in the 
greater World. 

Now, whenas he was thus well 6 a© 
^ffured , that all thefe things made up ^ 

'\'\T^''^^ compleat Subftance, 
which ftood in need of a voluntary 
Agent, [-2,/^. to produce, fettle, and 
order it] and that its manifold Parts 
appeared to him to be but one thing 
in like manner as the Bodies in this 
lower World , which is fubjedl to 
Generation and Corruption, feemed 
but one; he propofed to his Confi- 
deration the World in general; and 
debated with himfelf, whether it were 
a thing which arofe a-new , where- 
as before it had not a Being, and fo 
catne forth of nothing, to obtain an 
bxiltence: or whether it were a thing 
which had alivays exifted, and never 
wanted a Being. Concerning this mat- 
ter he had very many and great Doubts 
within himfelf, lb that neither of 
theletwo Opinions did overfway the 
probability of the other. For when 
he propofed to himfelf the belief of 
tternity, many Objeftions came in 
his way touching the impoflibility of 
an infinite Being, in like manner as 
the Ex^ftence of an infinite Body 

had 
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had feemed impoffiblc to him. He faw 
likewiie, that whatfbever Subftance 
was not void of Accidents a- new pro- 
duced , but always indued with them, 
muft alfo neceflarily be produced to^ 
gether with them , becaufe it cannot 
be faid to be produced before them. 
Seeing then fuch a Subftance cannot 
be faid to be exiftent before fuch Ac- 
cidents produced a-new , it muft alfo 
be faid to have its exiftence a-new. 
On the other fide , when he propofed 
to himfelf the behef of its being pro- 
duced a-new , (bme other Ob'jedions 
tliwarted him : Efpecially this,that the 
Notion of its produftion a-new after 
non exift€'nce,could not be underftood, 
unlefs fome time were fuppofed 
which was precedent to its Exiftence ; 
whereas Time was in the number of 
thofe things which belonged to the 
World , and was inieparable from it, 
fo that it could not be faid to be later 
than time , or to have its Being after 
it. He alfb thus reafoned with him- 
felf, If the World were produced 
a-new, it muft needs have Ibme Caufe 
that produced it. And if fo , why did 
that Caufe produce it now , and not 
before ? Was it becaufe fome Motive 

fuper- 
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fupervened , which it had not before? 
But it is fuppofed , that there was no- 
thing then exiftent befides the Caufe 
it felf. Was it then by reafbn of Ibme 
change which befell the ElTence of 
this Caufe. If fo, what caufed this 
change ? Thus he ceafed not for fome 
Years to ponder thefe things in his 
Mind , and to argue with himfelf ¥ro 
and Qon. For many Arguments of- 
fer'd themfelvcs to him on either fide, 
ib that neither of thefe two Opini- 
ons in his Judgment overpoized the 
other. 

Whereas therefore this feemed to ^. 50. 
him very diScult to refblve , He be- 
gan to think with himfelf what would 
be the neceffary Confequence of ei- 
ther Opinion ; for perhaps , thought 
he, there would be the fame Confe- 
quence of both. Whereupon he faw, 
that if he fuppofed the World to have 
been created a-new, and fb to have 
had its Exiftence out of nothing , it 
would neceflarily follow thence , that 
it could not have rifen to this Exi- 
ftence by any Power of its own , but 
contrariwife required fome efficient 
Caufe which gave it an a£tual Being. 
Withall he faw , that this Efficient 

could 



78 The Indian Prince, or y 

could not be apprehended by any of the 
Senles; for then it would be a bodily 
Subftance 5 which if it were, it would 
be one of thofe things that belong to 
the World , and fb would have had 
its exiftence a-new j and withall, 
would have flood in need of fome o- 
ther Caufe which fbould have pro- 
duced it a-new. And if this lecond 
Efficient alfb were a Body , it would 
have needed a third to produce it, 
and that a fourth, and lb there would 
, have been a Progrefs m inffiitum^ 
without fixing in any firfl: "Caufe ; 
which to fuppofe is abfurd and irra- 
tional. The World therefore muft ne- 
cefliaj-ily have fuch an efficient Caule, 
whicji is not a bodily Subftance; and 
feeing it is not a Body , there is no 
reafon that it fhould be apprehended 
by any of the Senfes. (for the five Scn- 
-fes apprehend nothing but Bodies, or 
fuch Accidents as adhere to Bodies ) 
And (eeiag it cannot be apprehended 
by Senfe , neither can it be com- 
prehended by the Imagination. For 
the Imagination is nothing elle but 
the Reprefentation of the Forms or 
Images of thofe things ^ (which were 
*ipprehended by Senfe) when the bo- 
dily 
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dily ObjeSs themfelves are removed. 
Seeing then that it is not a Body, 
neither can any Properties of the Bo- 
dy be attributed to it. Now the firil 
and chief Property of a Body is the 
threefold Extenfion , w«, towards 
Length, Breadth ;, and Thicknels. 
Wherefore he is far from having 
any fuch Extenfion , or any Acci- 
dents of Bodies which are confe- 
quent to this Property. And feeing 
that he is the maker of the World, 
doubtlefs he knows what it is, and 
whatfbever is in it , and withall 
hath the Sovereign Command and 
Ordering thereof [Shall not he 
know it , who created it ? For he is 
moft: eminent iq Knowledge, and om- 
nifcient.] 

He faw alfb, that if he believed ^. ^i, 
the Eternity of the World , and that 
it bath been always as it is now, 
and that it came not out of nothing, 
it would neceflarily follow from 
thence, that its Motion alfb was 
from Eternity , and fo without a Be- 
ginning, whenas no Reft preceded 
it, whence it fliould take its Rife, 
and begin its Courfe. Now every 
Motion neceflarily requires fbme Mo- 
ver, 



go The Indian ^rhice^ or, 

ver , or Caufe of Motion. And that 
muft be either (bme Power diffuled 
in a certain Body , 'viz,, either in the 
Body of the thing which is moved, 
or in fbme other Body which is with- ' 
out it, or elfe, it is Ibme Power 
which is not diffufed and fpread 
throughout any certain Body. Now, 
every Power which is diffufed in any 
certain Body, and difperfed throughcTUt 
it is al(b divided together with that 
Body, and multiplied with it. As for 
Example, Heavinefs in a Stone, which 
caufeth it to move downwards. For if 
the Stone be divided into two Parts, 
{b will the Heavinefs alio; and if 
Ibme other Stone of an equal Weight 
be added thereto , another like Hea- 
vinefs will be likewife added. And 
if it were poflible that the Stone 
fhould grow ftiU bigger , till it reach- 
ed to an infinite Extenfion, the weigh* 
tinels would increafe alfo in the fame 
Proportion. And on the other fide, if 
the Stone Ihould attain to a certain fize 
of bignefs, and there fl:op, the weighti- 
nefs alfo thereof would arife unto the 
fame Bound , and increafe no farther. 
But it hath been already demonflra- 
ted that every Body mufl: needs be 

finite, 
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finite , and therefore every Power 
which is inherent in that Body, muft 
needs be finite too. On the other fide, 
if we meet with any Power which 
produceth an infinite Effea, it muft 
needs be fiich a Power as is not inhe- 
rent in any Body. Now we find that 
the Heaven is moved about with a 
perpetual ^Motion , without any fet 
Bound or End , or Ceffation at all. 
Therefore, if we affirm that its Mo- 
tion had no Beginning ^ it will nedlf. 
larily follow from thence, that the 
Power which moves it, is neither in- 
herent in theBody of the Heaven fo 
moved , nor in any other Body that 
is without it ; and therefore it muft 
be fomewhat which is abftraded , fe- 
parate, and wholly diverfe from all 
Bodies ; fuch a thing alio, which can- 
not be defcribed, nor have its Nature 
fet forth _ by any corporeal Adjunfts. 
Befides, it was evident to him , from 
his former Contemplation of this 
lower World which is liable to Gene^ 
ration and Corruption , that the true 
Notion of the Exiftence of any Body 
agrees to it in refped of its Form, 
the Nature whereof confifts in a 
Difpofition to variety of Motions; 

but 
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but as for that Exiftence which it hath 
, in refpeft of its Matter, it is very poor, 
weak, andworthleft, andfuchascan 
hardly be conceived. Therefore the 
Exiftence of the whole World con- 
fifts in refpefi: to its difpofition to the 
Motion effeded by this firft mover, 
who is void of all Matter , and of all 
Adjuncts belonging to the Body , ab- 
ftra£led.and ieparate from every thing 
which Senfe can apprehend, or which 
our Imagination can find a way to 
approach unto. And feeing that he is 
thie efficient Caufe of the Heavenly 
Motions (though there be diverle 
kinds of them) which confidered 
fingly are free from any difference or 
deformity , alteration or ceflation, 
doubtlels he hath Power over them 
all , and a perfeQ: knowledge of 
them. 
^. ^2. By this means , his Speculation 
reached up to the fame pitch of Know- 
. ledge , whereto it had arrived by the 
fame fleps before^ Neither did this 
lie like a ftumbling-block in his way, 
that he as yet doubted , whether the 
World were exiftent from all Anti- 
quity, or created a-new in Time. 
For whether the one^ or the other 

werei 
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were true , this was evident to him, 
that the Maker of the World had an 
incorporeal Exiftence , not conjoyn- 
ed with any Body, nor feparated from 
any Body, as being neither within 
fuch, nor without it. For Conjunaion 
and Separation, to be within and 
without, are the Adjunfts of Bodies, 
from all whigh the Maker of the World 
is free. And becaufe the Matter of 
every Body ftands in need of fome 
Form, feeing it cannot fubfift but by 
that, nor indeed exift without it; 
and that the Form hath really no 
Exiftence, but from this voluntary 
Agent; it appeared to ]iim, that all 
things which had a Being in Nature, 
ftood in need of this Agent for their 
Exiftence , and that none of them 
could fubfift without it; and that there- 
fore this Agent was the Caufe of 
them all, and they all made by ir, 
whether they had received their Exi- 
ftence a-new , and came out of no- 
thing , or elfe had no Beginning in 
refpeO; of Time, without any Pri- 
vation foregoing it : For upon either 
of theie two Suppofals, it would 
follow that their Being was caufed, 
and confequently that they neceffa^ 
H rilv 
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lily 'required fi^e efficient Caufe, 
ffoni whieh they 'depended for their 
Being ; infoiriuch that they could nei- 
ther continue, iirilefsthat continued, 
not exiftunlefs that exifted, nor have 
their Being from Eternity unlefs that 
vt^ete eternal. 'But as for the effi- 
d^iit Califs it • felf, it ftood not in 
4^d -of any of them , n©r any way 
expended updn thenfi. For how could 
it^fe opherwife ? feeing it hath been 
d^Oriftrated ,~ that its Vertue and 
Pow^il'.is infinite , whereas all Bodies 
arid flriite and bounded ; and there- 
fbfev t^at the whole World, and 
^Vhatfoeverisinit , whether Heaven, 
or fi^rth,'ot Scats, and whatfbever 
bk(M^ to tfem, either above of be- 
lieaih , is his Wwk and Creaticn, 
and'.coniequentry poftefiouF to him 
in Nature, althougn not in Time. As 
if thou hold ally B3dy trt thine Hand, 
and t,h6n move thiiie Hand with it, 
that 'Body alfb rriuft be hecefTarily 
mbyed, confequently to the motion 
of thy Hand-, .-viz. with a .motion 
whicn is in Kature poftenour tb the 
rt|otion of thy Hand, though- not in 
Titiie , feeing both Motions fcregtii to- 
gether. In Tike manner , the -whole 

World 
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TOrld. is made and/created by this 
tiUcienr, without Biisae; whofecom^ 
mand Jt js, when, he would feaveany 
thing made or done, that he fay. t0 it. 
Let It be^ and it is. ^2i;.;f ,.' G^/^^er. 
• Now, when he^faw that all things ^ i ? 
wliich'hada Being were his Worll ^^' 

be a^gain.confidered them in his mind 
S'J£^;^»^f»on':o^ the power of the 
tihcient,. In which ^^omempiation 
he much admired the rarenefs of the 
Workmanf^ip , proceeding from fuch 
accurate wifdom, and the moft fub. 
tie knowledge imaginable; fo that 
trom;hriGe>i,fidefingi but a very few 
ot th€>! Creatures,: and much mor^ 
trom .^mafty , there: -appeared uflto 
him :«bpfe footfteps?.^of. Wifdom ^'^nd 
W^onder^of the work of Creation , 
which affeaed his mind with an ex^ 
cejTive :admirfttion. And he became 
alJured hereby, that all thefe things 
muft.proGeedfrom fuch a voluntar^ 
Agent as-; was infinitely peifea vea 
abova^all Perfeftion ; fnch an 'one ' 
to. whor^ the weightof the leaft A* 
torn, was not unknown, whether iri 
Heaven or Earth ; no, nor any oJ 
ther thing, whether lelTer or greatei* 
than it. ^ 
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Then he confidercd all the "kincls 
of Animals, and haw this Agent had 
given fuch a Fabrick of Body to eve- 
ry yne of them,. :and then taught 
them feverally how to u(e it. For 
if he had not taught them all to life 
thole Members which he . had , given 
them , and to find- out thofe fervices 
and im ploy ments for; which they were 
appointed, the Animal would not 
have, received any benefit or advan- 
tage from them,, but they would ra- 
ther have been- a burden to it. Hence 
therefore he knew;, that the Maker of 
the World was fupereminently- Boun- 
tiful, and exceedingly Gracious to 
all his Creatures, . Moreover,,^ when 
upon his viewing of the Creiatures, 
he found any of them, which had any 
thing above the reft of Shape, Beau- 
ty, Comelinefs, Power and Strength, 
Perfeaipn, or whatfoever Excellency 
in any kind, he caft in his mind, and 
then concluded , that whatfoever it 
were, it mufi: heeds proceed from the 
influx of that voluntary Agent, fo 
illuftrioufly glorious , the Fountain 
of Being, and of Working. He knew 
therefore that. whatfoever Excellencies 
were by Nature in him, were by fb 

much 
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much the greater, more perfeQ:, and 
more abfolute^more beautiful, illuftri- 
ous, and more lafting ; and that there 
"was no proportion between thofe excel- 
lencies which were in him, and thofe 
which were found in the Creatures. 
Neither did he ceafe to profecute this 
fearch, till he had gone through all 
the kinds of Perfedion, and feen 
that they were all in him, and pro- 
ceeded from him ^ and that he 
was moft worthy to have them 
all afcribed to him, above all the 
Creatuues which were intituled to 
them. 

He alio fearched into all forts of 
Defers or Impcrfeaions, and faw 
that the Maker of the World was 
void of them all, and feparate from 
them. And how indeed fhould he 
not be free from all fuch ? For what 
other Notion is there of a defe<a , 
befides that of meei^Pr i vation, or what 
depends upon it ? And how fhould 
he any ways, or in any degree par- 
take of Privation, who is a moft 
fimple Being, and of a neceflfary Ex- 
iftence in himfelf ; whg gives a Be- 
ing to every thing that exifts, and be- 
fides whom there is no Exiftence ? [For 
H 5 He 
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He alone is Exift^nce, (aswho]iJonQ 
hath it of Himfeif ) ' he is Abfolutenefs 
he is PerfeiEtion, he is Beaqty, he i$ 
Brightnefi, h^Js Power, he is Know- 
ledge ; He laftly,,is ths^t He who i§ 
the only He, and iall befides hyal-are 
fiibjea to PeriOiing. J/c. cAl- 
kef as, ] 

Wk' S^' Thus far his knowledge had brought 
him towards rile end of the fifth Sep- 
tenary from his Birth, that is, ift the 
fpace of thirty and five Years. And 
the cpnfideration of this (iipream A- 
gent was then fb fixed in -his mind , 
that it hindred him from thinking 
on any other things befides, fo that 
he forgat the Contemplation of the 
naturiai Exiftence of them, wherein 
he had before exercifed his thoughts, 
and left off to enquire any farther in- 
to them; until at length he came fb 
far, that the Eye of his mind could 
not light upon any thing in the 
World, but that he ftraightways difco- 
vered -therein Ibme footfteps of this 
lupream Agent. So that letting pis 
ther Work^ he prefently removed his 
ttHDughts to jthe Opificer, on whom 
his iifludy was ., rtioft eameftly,. bent. 
Infoitiuch, that his heart beio^-whoU 
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iy now withdrawn from thinking on, 
or minding this' inferiour World, 
which contains the Objects of Senfe, 
became wholly addidt^d, and altoge- 
ther applied it felf to the Contemplati- 
on of the upper, intellectual World. 

Now, when he had attained to the x ^-. 
knowledge of this fupream Being, ^^' 

this permanent Exiftence*, which hath 
no CaufeofitsExiflence, but itlelfis 
the Cauleof the Exiflenceof all other 
things; he next defired to know by what 
means he came to this knowledge, 
and with what faculty he apprehended 
this Prime Exiftent. He made enqui- 
ry therefore into all his Senfes , w^s. 
Hearing, Seeing, Smelling, Tailing, 
and Touching ; and faw that alkhefe 
apprehended nothing buJ what was 
Bodily , or inherent in a Body. For 
Hearing apprehends nothing but 
Sounds, which arife from the agita- 
tion of the Air , when Bodies are 
dafht one againft another. Sight ap- 
prehends Colours. The Smelling, 0» 
dours. TheTafte, Savours > and the 
Touch, the Temperatures or Difpo^ 
iitions of the Body; fuch as, Hard- 
nefs and Softnefs, Roughnefs and 
Smoothnefs, In like manner, the Fan- 
H 4 cy 
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C!y apprehends nothing, but as it hath 
Length, breadth, and Thicknefs. Now 
the thii'gs which are thus apprehended 
are all ot them»the Adjuncts of Bodies, 
and our Senfes apprehend nothing elfe, 
inafmuch as they are faculties diffuled 
throughout our Bodies, and divifible, 
according as they are divided. Whence 
it follows, that thefe Senfes of ours 
can apprehend nothing befides a Body, 
which is liable to divifion For this 
faculty, feeing it is diffufed through 
a divifible Body, as often as it ap- 
prehends any thing , muft needs be 
divided anfwerably to the divifions 
of that Body whe^rein it is. Whence 
we may conclude, that every fa- 
culty whic^ is feated in the Body , 
can apprehend nothing except a Bo- 
dy , or what is inherent in a Body, 
Now, it hath been already made evi- 
dent, that this fupream Being which 
hath a necefTary Exiftence, is in eve- 
ry refpeft free from all things what- 
foever belong to a Body ; and that 
therefore there is no other way or 
means of apprehending it , but by 
fbmewhat that is not a Body, nor a 
faculty inherent in the Body, or any 
other way depending upon it ; by 

fome- 
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fbmewbat that is neither within nor 
without the Body ; neither joyned to 
it, nor feparattd from it. It ap- 
peared alfo- now unto him, that he 
apprehended this fiipream Being by 
that which was his ElTence, and that 
he had a firm knowledge of this Be- 
ing. Whence it was clear to him , 
that his Effeiice, ' whereby he appre* 
hended it, was fomewhat Incorpo- 
real, which had noAdjund of a Bo- 
dy agreeing to it ; and that whatfb- 
ever Bodily thing he apprehended 
by his outward Part [that is, by his 
Bodily Senfes] was not the true State 
or Nature of his Effence ; but that 
fome other thing it was , of an In- 
corporeal Subftance, whereby he ap- 
prehended that abfolute, perfeft^ and 
independent Being, which is necefla- 
rily, and of it felf exiftent. 

^ Thus when he came to know that 
his Eflence was not a Corporeal Sub- 
ftance,- apprehenfible by any of his 
Senfes , or corapalTed about by his 
Skin, as his Entrails were, his Bo- 
dy began to appear a very contemp. 
tible thing to him, fo that he whol- 
ly addiaed himfelf to the Contem- 
plation of that Noble Eflence where- 
by 
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by he apprehended that Super-excel- 
lent Being, which neceffarily exifted. 
Then by vertue of that fame Noble 
Effence of his, he confidered with 
himfeif whether it could perifli, be 
corrupted, and vaniQi away ; or , 
on the other fide, were of perpetual 
duration. Whereupon he faw that 
Corruption and Diffolution belonged 
to the Adjunds of Bodies, and con- 
fifted in putting off one form , and 
putting on another ; as for inftance, 
when Water is turned into Air by 
Jiarefaaion, and Air turned into 
Water by Condenfation ; when Bo- 
dies alfo are reduced into Earth, or 
Afhes ; or, when the moifture and 
vigour of the Earth is changed into 
the fubftance of various forts of Plants, 
which grow, out of it, and arenou- 
rifhed by it. For this is the true 
notion of Corruption. So then we 
cannot any way fuppoie that to be 
liable unto Corruption , which is 
neither a Body, nor needs a Body 
for its fubfiftence , but is wholly di- 
vert and feparated from all Bodily 
things. 

Now, 
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r '^P^n ^^«n he ^yas thus well af- d 
iured > chat his Eflence truly fo cal- 
Jed C '^^^, bis S0UI3 was incorrupt!- 
We, lie defired to know whatwould 
be t^ condition thereof, when it left" 
the Body, and was feparated there- 
Irom. Open whic^i confideration it 
appeared to him, that it took not its 
krewell of the Body untill it be- 
came an inftrument wholly unfit for 
its^ufe. So then, as be weighed 
m his mmd all his apprehenfivc fa- 
culties, be faw that every one of them 
apprehended its Objea, fometimes 
potentially, and fometimes aftually • 
as when the Eye winketh, or tura^ 
It lelt away from the vifible Obtea 
It IS potentially apprehenfive; that is, 
though It do not adually apprehend 
It at prefent, yet it is able to ap- 
prehend It, and can do it for the time 
to come; but when the Eyeopeneth 
It ielt, and turns to the vifible Obiedl, it 
IS aaually apprehenfive, that is, it ap- 
prehends it at prefent. And the fame IS 
true of allthe other Faculties. More- 
over, helawthatifanyofthefeFacul- 
tiesnever aauallyapprehended itspro- 
per Objea, yet as long as it is po- 
tenaalljP apprehenfive, and no mo^e, 

it 
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it hath no inclioation to apprehend 
any particular ObjeQ:, becaufeasyet 
it hath no knowledge thereof, as it 
is feen in him who is born blind. 
But if at any time before it hath a- 
aually apprehendad its Objea, and 
becomes after waid potentially only 
apprchenfive, as long as it fo conti- 
nues, it is inclinable to apprehend its 
Object aftually, becaufe it hath been 
already acquainted with it, is attent 
upon it, and hath a propenfion to- 
wards it ; as when one who hath be- 
fore enjoyed his Sight, afterwards 
biscomes blind. For fuchan one doth 
not ceale to long after vifible Ob- 
je£l:s; and by how much chat which 
hath been thereby apprehended , 
and is ftill apprehenfible , is more 
Perfedl, Bright, and Beautiful , his 
defire thereof will be ftill the greater, 
and his grief the greater for the want 
of enjoying it, arifing from that de- 
fire. Hence it is, that his grief who 
is deprived of that Sight which he 
once had, muft needs be greater than 
his who is deprived of his Smelling , 
becaufe thofe things which the Sight 
apprehends,are more PerfeQ: and Beau- 
tiful , than thofe things which the 

Sm elling 
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Smelling apprehends. So then, if 
we can find out any thing which hath 
an unlimited Perfe^ion, and which 
hath no bounds fe'c to its Beautifulnefs, 
Comclinefs and Brightnefs, but far 
exceeds them all, inlbmuch that there 
IS no Perfeaion, Beauty, Brightnefs, or 
Comelinefs, which doth not proceed 
and flow from it, he who is depri- 
ved of the apprehenfion thereof, after 
ne hath once known it, muft doubt- 
lels be afflifled with an unexprefli- 
ble grief, as long as he remains de^ 
ftitute of it. As on the contrary , 
wholoever hath it always prefent to 
him , and fixeth his mind continu-- 
illy on it, muft needs be made par- 
taker of an uninterrupted PJea- 
^^^^ and perpetual Felicity, with the 
poiieflion of an infinite Joy andGlad- 
nels. 

Now, it had been already made 6 Ar. 
evident to him, that all the Attri- 
butes, and kinds of Perfeaion, as they 
belonged unto, fo ought of right to 
be given unto that Being which is 
neceflarily, and of it felf exiftent ; 
and that the. fame Being was wholly 
free, and leparated from all kinds of 
defea, and wh^foever had any rela- 
tion 
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tijon thereto. He was certajri with- 
al , t}tat thffi i ^ulty whereby - he 
(j^rpp to the -apprehenfion of this 
felf exiftent Bei/ig ,* wag Ibmewhat 
not like untp; Bodies, and ffueh as 
w.ag mt qo]?rH:i>ted ' together with 
therii; And hence it was appaa-ent 
to bitii , that the Perlbn who ^was 
endiied with that fapulty, which was 
meet and iprop^rfcur-fuch an! appre- 
hiiftfion , when be. put off the' Body 
at" thetiffle of his Death, was either, 
fi# ioch 3J1 one, who whiiftbe-ii- 
ved ifl the Bady, and made ufe of 
its ferviee, nevehkiaew this oeGefla* 
riij^::exiflent Being, oor had -any So- 
ciety with him,:; nor? hadi heard aiii^' 
thing of him ; and that fuch> aMWi 
when he departed out of the Body, was 
neither iconjoyned to chat Beingi; *jhap 
was any way affiided with the deHje 
of enjoying, it, whilft it 'was.ahlefet ; 
(fpr he well i<new that all ithE!bbfli§ 
ly faculties ceated 'to work whetictbc 
Body ^ie§ j neither dpfire theii^npfosi 
per Ohjefts, nor hai^e any : inclin^ioBJ 
towards theoJ, ndr arean any;^iJiOQa 
ble- or pain for tlieir.abfence j Lw^lch 
isthfeHg^te and condition o^aEiBrucesiy: 
^vhatfoever £hapeor;foajra they )^6i^ 
■ -■ or 
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or Secondly, fuchanone, who whilft 
he continued in the Body, and made 
ufe of It, knew this felf-exiftent Be- 
ing, of how excellent Perfection ^ 
Greatnels, Dominion, and Power it 
was, .but that he turned himfelffrom 
it, and followed the vain fancies , 
and vitious affections of his own mind' 
until at length death feized upon him ' 
whilft he was in this ftate ; fb that 
he then came to be deprived of that 
Vifion, yet fo as to be abided with 
a foriging after it, and thereupon 
tormented with a rhbft tedious pain 
and unfpeakable grief ; whether he 
be to be freed therefrom after a long 
and weafifbme fuffering, and fo come 
to that vifion which he before defi- 
led ; or , everlaftingly to abide in 
the iame Torments, according as he 
was fitted and difpofed for either of 
thefe two, whilft he Jived, and con- 
tinued in the Body : or laftly, were 
fuch an one , who well knew this 
neceflfarilj exiftent Being before he 
put oiFhis Body, and with his utmoft 
power applied himfelf thereto ^ and 
had aH his thoughts continually bent 
and fixed upon his Glory, Beauty, 
and Brightnefs, nor ever turned a- 

way 
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wiy from him, until he was leized 
upon by death, whilft he continued in 
this ftate of contemplating him, and 
Having the Eye of his mind fixed .up- 
on him. Now as for this Man, it ' 
appeared unto him, that when he 
took his leave of the Body, he abode 
in perpetual Pleafure, and conftant 
Felicity, Joy, and Gladnefs, by rca- 
fbn of the uninterrupted vifion of that 
felfexiftenf Being, and the entire 
freedom thereof from all impurity 
and mixture ; and that all thofefen- 
fible Objects would be then removed 
from him, upon which all his bodily 
faculties had been formerly intent 
and bufied about ; and which in- 
deed, in regard of his prefent blef- 
fed State, were no better than af- 
fli(flive Evils, Impediments and Tor- 
ments. 

Thus when he came to be allured, 
that the PerfeQion of his ownBeing, 
and the true pleafure tliereof , con* 
fifted in the vifion of that neceflarily 
exiftent Being, namely, in the slQlu- 
al and continued vifion thereof, with- 
out intermiflion, or end, lb that he 
ought not to turn away from it, no 
not during the twinkling.. of an Eye; 

that 
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that fb Death may feize upon him 
whilft he is in this ftate of adual 
Vifion , by which means his joy would 
be ftiJi continued,without the interrup- 
tion of any grief to moleft ordifturb 
it ; f which was the fame that JUJo- 
mid, that eminent Do£l:or and Prince 
of the Sitphii, pointed to, when he 
was now ready to die, faying to his 
friends about him, This is the time, 
when Men fhould begin to fay, God 
is the moft gkat, and which minds 
us to be moft attentive unto our Pray- 
ers.) Then he began to confider in 
his mind, how this aftual Vifion 
might be continued, fo that he might 
not at any time , or by any means, 
be diverted from it. And for a little 
while he fixed his thoughts on this 
divine Objed. But he could not per- 
fifl: long in this Contemplation, be- 
fore fome fenfible Objea: offer'd ic felf 
to his fight, or the voice, of fome 
living Creature pierced his Ears, or 
fome extravagant fancy interpofed it 
felf, or fome Pain in one of his Limbs 
feized upon him, or that either Hun- 
ger or Thirft affliaed him, Cold or 
Heac difcompofed him, or he had 
need to rife for the eafing Nature of 

I her 
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her Excrementitious Burdens : Sothac 
his meditations were ever and anon 
interrupted, and he- himfelf was for- 
ced to retire from the enjoyment of 
that ftate of mind, wherein he was 
io exceedingly dehgjited, and lb fully 
fatisfied ; foraftnuch as he could not 
but very hardly, and after a difficult 
ftrugling with himfelf, return to that 
ftate of Vifion, wherein he was be- 
fore ingaged. Whereupon he fear- 
ed, left being prevented by fuddain 
Death, whilft he was in that ftate 
of Averfion, he fhould fall unawares 
into Eternal Mifery, and the grief of 
being everlaftingly leparated from the 
Beatifical fight of that Objeft, where- 
in hefblely delighted. 

Whenas therefore he was thus af- 
flicted with the confideration of his 
prefent State, nor was able to find 
out any remedy for it, he began to 
examine and confider in his mind all 
forts of brute Creatures, to take no- 
tice of all their A£lions, and what 
they imployed themfelves about ; if 
fo be he could perceive that any of 
them had any knowledge of this fu- 
pream and felf-exiftent Being , and 
made fhew of any inchnation, or 

tendency 
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tendency thereto, that fo he might 
learn of them what was the tru& 

which he fought after. But he foon 
perceived that they were imployed in 
gettingtheirfood, andinfatisfyinff 
their de/jres of Meat , Drink, and 

heTPJ,"^ r'^'' ^^"^ > ^hat they 
betook themfelves to the fhade in hot 
fcorching Weather, and took care to 
Keep themfelves warm in the cold 
of Winter, and the Night feafon • 
and that they diligently applyed them! 

N at '"; rJ^'^' Employments both 
Night and Day, until the very time of 
their Death and departure out of this 
Lite Neitherfawheanyoneofthem 
^^^hldl diverted its courfe of livincx: 
from this ordinary way, or was at any 
time fohcitous in the pnrfuit of any 
other defign. Whence it clearly rI 
peared to him, that thefe brute Crca 
turesunderftood not any thins of the 
fupream Being, nor were atfeacd 
with any defire of him, nor were in 
trie way or in any manner ^ capa- 
city, ot obtaining the knowledge of 
film 5 but that on the contrary,1:hev 
all tended to nothing, or to a ftate 
near 0^ km thereunto. And whenas 
^ 2- h.^ 



ibi 



lot 



Tlje Indian Trince^ or^ 



he had concluded thus far concern- 
ing brute Animals , he quickly law 
that it was more rational to judge the 
lame of Plants and Vegetables, which 
had but few of tbofe fenfible appre- 
henfions or operations that brute A- 
nimals had. For feeing thole Creatures, 
which were of a more perfeQ: appre- 
henfion, could not arrive to this know- 
ledge, much left could they obtain 
it, whofe faculties were lels perfed ; 
when he faw withall, that all the o- 
pcrations of Plants extended not be- 
yond nourilhment, and the propa- 
gation of kind. 
§.55. After this, he confidered with him- 
felf the Stars, and the Spheres of 
Heaven, and obferved that they all 
moved in a fee conftant Order , and 
were all carried about in a regular 
Courfe. He faw alfb that they were 
bright arid fhining Bodies, and far 
from being (iabjeft to any alteration, 
or corruption. Whereupon heftrong- 
ly gueried that befides their Bodies 
. they hid Effences or Forms which 
knew the neceflarilv exiftent Being 5 
and that thefe intelligent Forms or 
Effences were like unto his, and lb 
neither Bodies, nor inherent in Bo* 

dies. 



* Self taught ^hilofo^her. io5 

dies. For how fhould thefe heaven- 
ly Bodies want fuch forms or Et 
fences as are free from any bodily 
mixture , .whenas he had the like , 
who notwithftanding was ^o weak 
and frail, and flood in need of fo 
many fenfible and bodily things to 
maintain his life ? For leeinghe who 
was ranked in the number of cor- 
ruptible Bodies , yet notwithftand- 
ing all his defers, was not thereby 
hindred from having fuch an Elfence 
within him as was incorporeal and 
incorruptible i much more then con- 
cluded he the lame of the heavenly^ 
Bodies , and thereby alfured himfclf 
that they knew that necelTarily exi- 
gent Being, and enjoyed a perpetuiil 
Vifion thereof, becaule there was 
no obftacle found in , or about 
them , arifing from fenfible Objeds , 
which could hinder them from the 
continual enjoyment of this Vifion, 
as they ever and anon interrupted 
him. 

^ Then he began to confult with §. 64; 
himlelf , wherefore he alone among 
all the Ibrts of living Creatures 
fhould be endued with that E(fence 
Qi f9rm, whereby he was made to 
I J relem. 



} ©4 Tf?e hi'tctn ^/mce^ ox* 

refemble the heavenly Bodies. For 
it had been manifeftly made appear 
■ to him before, what was the nature 
and condition of the Elefnents , and 
that fome of them were changed in 
to others j that whatibever was 
found upon the furface of the Earth, 
did in no wifl continue in the fame 
form; but that Generation arid Gor- 
fuption perpetually liicceeded each 
other ; ^s alfb , that moft of theie 
Bodies were mixt, and compounded 
of contrary ingredientSj and therefore 
tended to Corruption ; that there 
was nothing to be found amongft 
them which was abfblutely pure ; 
but that which was neareft to Puri- 
ty and Simplicity, and fartheft remo- 
ved from mixture among thefe earth- 
ly Bodies, was alfb fartheft remo- 
ved from Corruption, as tlie Body of 
the Gold, and of the Hyacinth. But 
^s for the heavenly Bodies, they were 
iSimple and Pure, and for that caufe 
farther diftant from Corruption ; fo 
that they were not liable to anyfuc- 
ceffion of Forms. Here alfb it ap- 
peared to him, that as to the Bodies 
which are found in this lower World, 
and are fubjeci to Generation and 

Corrup- 
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Corruption, Ibme of them were fuch 
whofe Effence confifted of one Form 
alone, fuperadded to their Corporei- 
ty, as the four Elements ; others , 
whofe EfTential State, or Nature, con- 
fifted of more than one, as Plants 
and Animals. It appeared allb to 
faim, that the nature of thofe Bodies 
which confifted of fewer forms, had 
fewer operations, and were farther 
diftant from Life ; and that if there 
were any Body to be found which 
was deftitute of a Form , it had no 
Capacity of obtaining Life, or exer - 
cifing vital anions , but was in a 
flate like to privation, or nothing ; 
but that the Body , whofe Effential 
lubfiftence confifted of more Forms , 
withal exercifcd more Actions , and 
had a more eafie and ready entrance 
to theftate of Life ; and if the Form 
were fb difpoled, that there was no 
way of feparating it from the mat- 
ter whereto it properly belonged , 
•then was the Life thereof very mani- 
■ feft , firm , and vigorous ; but on 
the contrary , whatibever Body was 
wholly deftitute of a Form, was no- 
thing elfe but vhm or matter, having 
no Life at all in it ; fo that it was 
I 4 near 
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near of kin to nothing. Furthermore, 
he faw that the Bodies which lubfi- 
fted in one Form, were the four Ele- 
ments, which had the firft and low- 
eft degree of Exiftence in this lower 
World, which is fubje<3: to Genera- 
tion and Corruption ; and that all o^ 
ther Bodies, which had more Forms, 
were compounded of thefe ; but that 
theie Elements had a very weak kind 
of Life, or Principle of Aftion, fee- 
ing they were moved but one kind 
of way, and every one of thera had 
fome contrary which manifeftly dp- 
pofed it , refitting it in that where- 
unto its Nature tended, and endea- 
vouring to deprive it of its Form ; 
ib that both its Exiftence , and its 
Life muft needs be very infirm ; but 
that Plants had a ftronger Life ; and 
Animals, a Life more manifeft than 
the Plants. The realbn whereof is, 
becaufe if there be found any Bodya- 
mong the compound ones, wherein the 
Nature of any one of the Elements pre- 
vails above the reft, That, as far as it is 
able, will conquer the Nature of the 
other Elements , and make void their 
Aftlvity, ib that the whole compound 
will lie under the Power of the prevail- 
ing 
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ing Elements whence it will follow, 
that fuch a Compound will be in a ca- 
pacity to exercife but a very finall Por- 
tion of Life,according as that domineer- 
ing Element is difpofed to exercile it. 

But if among thefe Compounds ^,6<. 
there be any found , wherein the 
Nature of one Element doth not pre- 
vail above the reft , then all the Parts 
thereof will be of an equal Temper, 
and alike Vigour; fo that no one of 
them will reprefs the Operation , or 
abate the Force of the other, any 
more than its own Force is abated by 
it ; fb that they work upon each o- 
ther with a like Strength and A- 
ftivity, the operation of one Ele- 
ment not being any way more ob- 
fervable than the operation of ano- 
ther , nor any one prevailing above 
the other ; in which refped it is far 
from being like any fingle Element, 
but appears as if there were nothing 
contrary to its Form, whereby it 
becomes very apt for, and capable of 
receiving Life. And by how much 
the greater this Equality of Temper 
IS, and by how much the more per- 
fe<St , and farther diftant from incli- 
ning to any one Extream , by fo much 

farther 
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farther is it diftant from having any 
contrary to it, and its Life is the 
more perfed. Seeing then that the 
Animal Spirit, the Seat whereof is 
the Heart , is of a moft equal Temper 
( for it is more pure and fiibtil than 
Earth and Water, as it is more grofs 
and thick than Fire and Air) fothat 
it obtains the nature of fuch a Mean, 
as is contrary to none of the Ele- 
ments 3 in any evident kind of Con- 
trariety 5 by this means it is difpofed 
to become that Form which confti- 
tutes an Animal. From whence he 
law this would follow , that the moft 
equal in Temper amongft the Animal 
Spirits was difpofed to exercife the 
moft perfeft Life in this inferiour 
World , which is fubjetl: to Genera- 
tion and Corruption; and that we 
may well-nigh affirm of fuch a Spirit 
that there is nothing contrary to its 
Form ; and that upon this Account, 
it refembles thofe Heavenly Bodies 
which in like manner have nothing 
contrary unto theirs ; and that there- 
fore it becomes the Spirit of that li- 
ving Creature , which hath the moft 
perfea Life , becaufe it is indeed pla- 
ced in the middle of the Elements, 

i^ot 



Self4ciu^jt fhilofopher. 



top 



not being at all. moved either up- 
^rdor downward, And if it could be 
jikced mthemidftof thatlpace which 
hes btetween the Ceftter, and the high- 
eft place whereto the Fire reachSh 
^nd tliat no Corruption at all feizcd 
-oh It, It would fix it felf there, nor 
would have any propenfion to move 
other upward or tfownward; but if it 
Ihould be locally moved, it would 
move m a Round, as the heavenly 
Bodies are moved ; and if it were 
moved m its place, it would be mo- 
ved about its own Center, and be of 
a bphencal Figure, fteing it could not 
be otherwile, and therefore would be- 
coine very liketo the heavenly. Bodies 

And when he eonfidered the Pro- k a< 
pcrties of Animals , nor could fee any ^* 
amongft them ^ concerning which he 
could in the leaft fufpeathat it had 
any knowledge of this neceflarily exi- 
ftent Bemg ; but on the other fide 
well knew , that as for his own 
Form or ElTence, it had the know- 
ledge of It ; He thence concluded 
that he was a living Creature endu- 
ed with a Spirit of an equal Tempe- 
rature, like unto the heavenly Bo- 
dies, It was evident alfo to him, that 

he 
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be was of a diverfe kind from all o- 
ther forts of Animals, created to ano- 
ther end , and deftined to the obtain- 
ing of fome great Perfedion and 
Happinefs , whereunto no other Ani- 
mal was appointed. And it was e- 
nough to (hew the noblenefs of his Na- 
ture and Condition, that the moft vile 
part of him, viz, the bodily one, was 
moft like of all to the heavenly Sub- 
ftances , which are removed from this 
lower World , ( that is liable to Ge- 
. Deration and Corruption) and free 
from all Accidents which relate to 
Deficiency, Change, and Alteration: 
and that the beft part of him was that 
thing whereby he knew the neceffa- 
rily exiftent Being ; that alfo his in- 
telligent Form was fomewhat He- 
roical and Divine , fuch as was not 
changeable , nor liable unto corrupti- 
on ; fuch as nothing was to be attri- 
buted unto, that properly belonged 
unto Bodies ; fuch a thing , laftly, as 
could not be apprehended by any of 
the Scnfes, nor by the Imagination ; 
and the knowledge thereof could not 
be obtained by any other Inftrument, 
but by its own Faculty alone. So 
that it was all in one, namely, the 

Effence 
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Effence of Man , or thing which knew, 
the thmg known, and the Knowledge 
It lelf. Neither was there any diver- 
fity m any of thefe , feeing that Di- 
Verfity and Separation are the Attri- 
butes and Adjunas of Bodies, where- 
as 'here there was neither any Body, 
flor any Attribute of a Body , nor any 
thing adherent or belonging to it. 
_ And whenas the way now mani- 6 /i-j 
feftly appeared, whereby it was pro- ^' '" 
per and peculiar to him , among all 
the reft of Animals, to be made like 
unto the heavenly Bodies, he faw 
that It was a Duty necelfarily incum- 
bent on him to refemble them, to imi- 
tate their Aftions , and endeavour to 
his utmoft, that he might become 
like unto them. He difcerned alfo 
by the vertue of that more noble Part 
of his , whereby he knew the necet 
larily exiftent Being, that there was 
in him a certain Refemblance thereof, 
inafmuch as he was feparated from 
. all that belonged unto Bodies, in like 
"janner as that Being was feparated. 
Withall he faw, that it was his Du- 
ty to labour by all manner of means, 
how he might obtain the Properties 
of that Being, put on and wear his 

Quali- 
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Qyalities, and imitate his Anions ,• to 
be diligent alfo and careful in promo- 
ting his Will, to commit all his Affairs 
uiito him, and heartily to acquiefce in 
all thole Decrees of his, which concern- 
ed him, either from without, or with- 
in ; fb that he rejoyged , and pleafed 
himfelf in him, although he ftiould af- 
flid his Body with Pain, and do him 
harm ; yea, though he Ihould altoge- 
ther deftroy his Body and kill him. 
$. 6^, He faw alfo that he refembled the 

other kinds of Animals in his mean- 
eft and vileft Part, which he had 
from this lower World, fubjeO; to 
Generation and Corruption ; viz. this 
dark, dull, and grofs Body, which 
neceftarily required of him , for its 
maintenance and prelervation , feveral 
forts of fenfible things , fuch as meat. 
Drink, and Clothing, betides propa- 
gation of Kind , which he obferved 
in the brute Animals, as neceflary 
for the continuing of each Species, 
by fupplying the Mortality of Indi- 
viduals. Withall he law, that his 
Body was not made him for nothing, 
Hor conjoyned to his better Part for 
no good End or Purpofe; and that 
therefore ic behoved hinii' to take care 

6f 
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of it , and have a due regard of its 
prefervation ; which care he could 
not fhew, and make good as he ought 
but by performing fuch Aftions 
which were correfpondent to the 
Aftions of other Animals. Now the 
Aftions which feemed neceffary for 
hini to perform , had a threefold Re. 
Ipedi being either fuch, whereby 
he refembled, and aded alike to the 
brute Animals; or fuch, wherein he 
refembled the heavenly Bodies : or 
Inch, wherein he refembled the ne- 
ceifarily exiftent Being. The firft 
iort of Acfiions were neceflary for him 
m regard of his dark, vile , and grofs 
Body confifling of diftind Members 
endued with feveral Faculties, an J 
atled with diverfc kinds of Motion 
riie lecond Refemblance was necef" 
lary for him in regard of the Animal 
J^pint, the Seat whereof u'as his Heart 
which was the prime Part of the 
whole Body.andthe Fountain whence 
all Its Faculties , and their Opera- 
tions ifl^ued. Laftly , his third Re- 
emblance was neceflkry for him as 
l;e was himfelf , that is, as he was 
that Being, whereby he knew the 
neceffarily exident Being. And be. 

fore 
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fore this , he was well affured , that 
his Felicity , and freedom from Mi- 
fcry , confifted in the perpetual Vi- 
fion of that neceffarily exiftent Being, 
whereby he fhould be placed , and 
continued in that ftate, wherein he 
might not divert the Eye of his Mind 
from beholding him , no not for a 
Moment. 
> ^g Then he confidered thofe ways and 

^' means , whereby he might acquire 

the continuation of this Vifion ; in 
contemplating whereof he at length 
determined , that it was neceflary for 
him "to exercife himfelf in the fore- 
mention'd three kinds of Refemblance. 
And as to the firft of them , he faw 
that he could not get from thence 
any thing pertaining to this Vifion, 
but that it rather withdrew his 
Thoughts another way , and hindred 
him ; feeing it was converiant alto- 
gether in fenfible things , all which 
were a kind of Vail , which inter po- 
fed it felf between him and this Vi- 
fion. Notwithfiranding he faw , that 
he had need of this Refemblance. to 
preferve his Animal Spirit , whereby 
the fecond Refemblance , which he 
had with the heavenly Bodies , was 

acquired 
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acquired; and that in this regard he 
had need of it, although it was not 
wholly void of Hurt and Damage. 
But as to the fecond Conformity , he 
faw indeed, that an ample Portion 
of that continued Vifion was thereby 
acquired, but fuch a Vifion withall 
as had fonie mixture in it , feeing that 
wholbever contemplgj:es the Vifion af- 
ter this manner, together with it con- 
templates his own Efience , and cafts 
a look upon it, as fhall be fhewn 
hereafter. But then , as for the third 
Conformity , he faw that an entire 
ViCion of the felf-exiftent Being was 
thereby acquired , and fiich a fin- 
cere Attention thereto^ as had no 
way any Refpeft to any other Objea, 
but that alone 5 fb that whofoevef 
thus contemplated it , was. wholly 
abftra£led even from his own Effeflce,- 
which then quite yaniflied out of his 
Sight, and became as nothing; as all 
other Beings in hke manner , whether 
more or fewer, except the Effence 
of the one, trucj neceffarily Exiftent. 
great, high, and powerful Being. 
. Now when he- was thus nianifeft- A 7^ 
ly affured, that the Summ and Per- ' 
teaion of his Defires confifted in this 
K 



ii6 Ih h&dn <Pmce, or, 

third Conformity ; and that this could 
not be acquired but after the exercife 
of, and long applying of bimfelf to the 
fecond Conformity ; and that he could 
not continue in applying himfelf there- 
to , but by a precedent attending of 
the firft Conformity , ( which , al- 
though it was neceifary , yet he knew 
wasanloipediment initielf, though 
an Help by Accident) he fb reft rain- 
ed his Mind , and bridled hi?' A ppe- 
cite, that he allowed it no part of 
that firft Conformity , but fuch as 
Necefllty required ; and that was fuch 
a Proportion , as lefs than it could 
not iuiRce to the Conlervation of his 
Anin^al Spirit. He law alfo, that 
there were two things necefTarily re- 
quifed to the Conlervation of this- 
spirit; the one, to continue it with- 
ia the Body, and make a conftanc 
(iipply of that Nourifhment which 
continually wafted ; the other , to 
preferve it from without,, and to re- 
pel! the various kinds of Adverlaries, 
which were fti^i at hand to hurt and 
ipdamage it, as Cold, Heat, Rain, 
the fporching of the Sun, harmful 
Beafts, and the like. He faw allbj 
that if he took of that which was ne- 

ceflary 
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into excels, by taking more of icrh^n 
w^expcdientforhim^andf6 b^^^^^ 

mthTber^^^ ^f^-^Seif^prefeJva ion 
might before he was well aware pre 

Udice his Health. He conceived 
Viledly if he fet fuch Bounds to 

«h-|t ' ^"^ ^^^^^in Meafures 
appeared' ^'°"^^"°^,^^ceed. And it 
appeared very clearly to him tha^ 
he ought to fet this Rule to Mml^f 

hern I "^ ^i' k^^^^ ^^ regard of 
^^eir Quality and Quantity , and the 

fet times Of feeding on them. ^ 

And Hrft of aU, he confidered the 

there u. ^ "^°"' ^nd found that 

here were three forts of them, ^..v ti^ 

ther Plants that were not full ripe. 

lli^^^^r^ood: or tlie Fruits of fuch 
^W which were grown to perfc 
f^l'.u'^V^J ^"^ had brought 
fccb ihciT W, Whence Qthe^^S 
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the fame kind might be produced : 
and fuch were the kinds of Fruits that 
were newly, gathered, and dry: or 
feme Animal that was fit for Food, 
whether living on Land, or in the 
Sea. "How, he was well affured with- 
in himfelf, that all the fe -Creatures 
were made by the necefifarily exiftent 
Being , in drawing near to which he 
faw that his Felicity confifted , and 
to whom therefore he defired to be 
i-nade like. He was certain too, that 
his feeding on thefe Creatures did 
hinder them from, attaining their Per- 
fedion , and interpofed it felf be- 
tween them , and that end which 
they naturally aimed at , and endea- 
voured to obtains in doing. whereof 
he.fhould by that means oppoleihim- 
lelf to, and refift the Work and De- 
fign of the fupream Agent ; which 
Oppofition would be contrary to that 
nearnels and Conformity n thereto , 
which he fb earneftly fought after. 
He thought therefore that it would be 
beft for him , in cafe it were poflible, 
to abftain wholly from all manner of 
Food. But feeing this could not be 
done , and that he (aw that a total 
abftinence from Food manifeftly tend- 
ed 



wm 



Self taught Thilofopher. 



119 






ed to the deftruaion of his Body 
which would be a greater Repugnan- 
cy to his Creator than the Former, 
feeing he was a nobler Creature than 
any or all of thofe, whofe deftru^ 
ttion was the Caufe of preferving his 
Life , he judged it beft of two Evils 
to choofe the leaft , and to allow him- 
lelf the le(fer of the two R epugnancies. 

It feemed good therefore to him, in ^ 
cafe other Food was not to be had , to ^' ^ 
take of the forementioned Creatures 
whatfbever came to his hand, in that 
proportion which he fhould afterwards 
find to agree beft with him. But if 
all forts of Meat were at hand to ufe, 
he judged that it then behoved him' 
to deliberate with himfelf , and to 
make choice of that amongft them, by 
the taking whereof there would arife 
the leaft Oppofition to the Work of 
the Creator ; fuch as was the Pulp, or 
foft inward part of fuch Fruits as had 
attamed to their full Maturity ; and 
whole Seeds were in them , apt 
and ready to produce the like ; yet 
fo, as betook care to preferve thofb ' 

Seeds, fo that he neither ate them, 
nor marred them , nor caft them away ' 
into fuch places, which were' unfit for- 
K 3 them 
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them to fpring up and gro^ in , fuch 
as Imooth and hard Stones, fait Earth, 
and the like. But if he could not 
meet with Oieh Fruits a? had a Pulp 
ht for Nourifhment , as Apples 
Pears , Plunis , and th^ Ijke , then he 
■v^^ould take his Food out of fuch 
fruits which had nothing in them 
hi for Nourilbfpent befides the Seed 
It idf, fudi as Walnuts and Chef- 
nuts were; or of luch Herbs, as 
had not yet attained to their full 
Ripenefs ; yet fo, that of both kinds 
he tQok thofc only to feed on, where- 
of there was the greater plenty , and 
^vhich had a Faculty to produce 
others of the like kind. Withall, 
he took care, neither to pluck them 
up by the Roots , n^r to deftroy 
their Seeds. Bcit in cafe thefe alfo 
were wanting , then he thought fit 
to take his Food of the brute Ani- 
. ma.s , or of their Egas ,. yet fo, that 
he took his Food of thofe u'hich were 
"^°'\;". number, that fo he might not 
7 1 ^y^Si'y Woy any one Kind of them. 

^'* ^ ^. ^^^f.?:^^e the Rules which he fet 
to hii^ieif, and tiipught fit to ob- 
icrve, C9r.,cernjng the feinds of Food. 
^fh W ^^^^my, hefeAv tto was 

to 
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to beobferved which fu£Gced to fa- 
tishe his Hunger, fo that he ought 
not to exceed that proportion. And 
for the diftance to be obferved be- 
tween his Meals, he judged it beH- 
that when he had taken fo much 
Food as at prefent fufEced him, he 
Jhould abide contended therewith 
nor feck aftc.- any more , until he 
tound fome difability in himfeJf, 
which hindred him from exercifinff 
anyone of thofe ASions that belongt 
ed to the fecond Conformity ; thole 
namely, which I fhall by and by men. 
tion. But as for thofe things, which 
necjpity required of him towards the 
confervation of his Animal Spirit, in 
regard of defending it from external 
Injuries, he found no great difficuL 
ty therein, feeing he was well clo^ 
thed with Skins, and had a conveni- 
ent place to Lodge in , which was 
Ihdter enougli ior him, and guard- 
ed him fufficiently from all harms 
that might betide him from with- 
out. Thele -therefore he thought 
enough for him, and judged it fupei'- 
fluous to take any farther care about 
them. Then, as to his Diet, heobK 
lerved thofe Rujes which be hadpr©- 
K 4 (crjbed 
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fcribed to bitnfelf, namely thofe which 
we even now fet down. 
74. After this, he applied himfelf to 
the fecond Operation, which confi- 
fted in a conformity to the heaven- 
ly Bodies, by imitating and refem- 
bling of them, and exprefling their 
proper qualities in himfelf. Now 
when he had run over all their At- 
tributes in his mind, they feemed un- 
to him to be comprehended under 
theie three kinds ; whereof the firft 
belonged to them in relation to the 
inferiour Bodies , which are placed 
in this earthly World, which is lia- 
ble to Generation, and Corru prion , 
viz, fuch as Heat, which they im- 
parted to them of their own Nature 
( as Cold by accident ) Light , Rl- 
refaflion and Condenfation, toge- 
ther with other effeds which they 
work in them, whereby they are 
qualified and difpofed for the re- 
ceiving into themfelves the influences 
of thofe fpiritual forms from the fu- 
pream Caufe the neceflarily exiftent 
Ag^nt The fecond kind of Attri- 
btites were fuch, as agreed, to them 
in fegard of their own Nature, as 
|t zs;.conridered initfelf; as that they 
"'■ "* were 
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were clear, bright, and lightfome 
Bodies, pure, and far removed from 
all feculent matter, and whatfoever 
kinds of Impurity. Alfo, that they 
were moved circularly, fome of them 
about their own Center, and fome 
about the Centers of other Planets. 
The third kind of Attributes was 
that, which they had in relation to 
the neceflarily exiflent Being; as that 
they always beheld him, nor at any 
time turned away their Eye from 
him ; that they were alio imploied 
in that which he appointed them to 
do , and performed his will with a 
moft ready, conftant, and exad O- 
bedience 5 neither were ever moved 
but according to his Will, and by 
his Power. He therefore endeavou- 
red with all his might to refemble and 
imitate them in every one of thefe 
three kinds. 

As to the firft kind of Conformity, a ^, 
he judged that his imitation of them ^' ^^' 
confifted in this, -z//^.. That he were 
to difpofed and afFeded, as to fee no 
brute Animal or Plant , which wan- 
ted any thing, or which fuffered any 
nurt or lofs, or was molefted with 
any. impediment, which he was able 

to 
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to remove from it, but he Ihould re- 
move it ; and that when he chanced 
to fee any Plant which was depri- 
ved of the benefit of the Sun, through 
the interpolal of another Body , or 
whereto fbme harmful weed ftuck 
dole, or was dry , and withering , 
and even ready to Die , he fhould 
remove that which lb interpofed it 
felf, if it could be removed, and fe- 
parate that hurtful weed from it, 
which hindred its Growth and Thri- 
ving ', yet in fuch a way , as not to 
hurt that which hurt that other, he 
thought it alio behoved him, to wa- 
ter that Plant which he found dry 
and thirfty , as far as it lay in his 
power. And when he chanced to (ee 
any brute Animal which fbme wild 
Beaft purfued, or was intangled in a 
Snare , or molefted with any Thorn 
or Brier that laid hold on it, or ftuck 
to it^ or had feme hurtful thing faU 
len into its Eyes or Ears , or which 
was affliOied with Hunger or Thirft, 
he indeavoured to his utmoft power 
to remove all fuch Evils from them , 
awd to give them Meat and. Drink. 
AJfij, wen he (aw any water, which 
gq-nveniently ftowed fq^ aiS^rdiog 

Moifture 
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Moifture to any Plant, or Drink to 
any brute Animal, in cafe he obferved 
any impediment which interrupted its 
free Courfe, whether it were W 

or whatfoever other thing brouch 
down by the Stream, he took care tof c! 
rnove it out of the way. Neither ccaf- 
edheto go on ftill in this kind of Con- 
formity, until that he had therein at- 
tamed to the very height of perfeftion, 

As to the fecond kind of Confer- 6 76 
mny in his Aflimilation, to thehea. ^' ^ 
yenJy Bodies itconfifted in this, that 
^e preferved himfelf in a conftanr clean- 
hneis, by removing all manner of im- 
purity and filth from his Body ; and To 

With Water , and keeping clean his 
Teeth and Nails, as alfo the^nore hi!i 
den and fecret Parts of his Body as 
ftr aslay ,nhim, by f.veetning them 
with Odours, and by oft Slaking 
clean his Garments and perfumini 
hem until he had made his Body 
throughout and the Garments which 
he wore moft gay, neat,and trim, indu- 
f- "-V"-^ Beauty and Brightnefs, Clean- 
hnefsandfweetnefs. MWver, iniml 
tatioa of thefe Bodies, he ufed himfelf 



to 
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tofeveral kinds of circular motion, 
fbmetimes compafling the Ifland 
wherein he lived, walking about the 
Sea-fhore, and going round the ut- 
tnoft Bounds thereof 5 otherwhiles, 
going round his Houfe, or whirling 
abcfut a Stone many times together 
whilft he walked, or ran, and fome- 
times turning himfelf round, till he be- 
came giddy. 
^. 77. Laftly, As to the third kind of 
Attributes, his likenefs to them con- 
fided in fixing his thoughts upon the 
heceffarily exiftent Being ; and to 
this end, removing from himlclf all 
impediments arifmg from the Objefts 
of Senfe, by fhutting his Eyes, and 
flopping his Ears, reftraining himfelf 
with all his might from following 
the giddy motions of his Fancy, and 
doing his utmoft endeavour to think 
upon nothing but the fame fupere- 
minent and felfpexiftent Being , nor 
admitting any other thing together 
with him, to become the Objed of his 
Contemplation. And that he might 
the better promote his ftudy therein, 
he ufed to turn himfelf round, and 
put himfelf often upon this motion ; 
which whenfoever he did fwiftlier than 

ord inary, 
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ordinary, all fenfible Objeasprefent- 
ly vahifhed; his Fancy, and the o« 
ther Faculties , which he had necef- 
lary ufe of as corporeal Inftruments , 
waxed feeble and lifelefs; and on the 
other fide, the operation of his Form 
( that is , his rational Soul ) which 
depended not on the Body, grew 
ftrong and vigorous ; infomuch that 
lometimes his Mediration was pure 
and free from any bodily mixture , 
10 that he could thereby apprehend 
the neceffarily exiftent Being. But 
then his bodily Faculties, not long 
after returning to their former aftings 
interrupted this ftate of his, and 
brought him back to the loweft de- 
gree, fo that he returned to his for- 
mer condition. But if any weaknefs 
or indifpofition of Body, which di- 
verted him from his intended Courfe, 
feized on him at any time, he took 
iome kind of meat according to the 
forementioned Laws which he had 
prefcribed to himfelf, and afterwards 
returned to that ftate wherein he was 
aflimulated CO the heavenly Bodies, in 
the three kinds which I have before 
Ipoken of. And hereto he continued ve- 
ry attent for a while, and oppofed him* 

felf 
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felf to .the bodily Faculties , whilft 
they alfo on the contrary oppofed him, 
thus mutually ftrugUng with eich ci- 
ther. And at fueh times as he got 
the better of them ^ he kept his 
thoughts pure from mixture , lb that, 
there appeared to him fbmewhat of 
the ftatc ofthofe who had attained 
to the third Aflimilation. 
{. 78. Then he began to make enquiry in- 
to this third Aflimilation, and endea- 
voured to underftarid it by weigh- 
ing in his Mind the Actributes of the 
negelTatily exiftent Being. Now, it 
had appeared vety manifeftly to himj 
in the tinie of his Theoretical fpecu- 
lation, before he fee hiitilelf to the 
pradical Part, that thefe Attributes 
Were of .a double fort, 'viz. Affirma- 
tive, and Negative i Affirmative, as 
Kriowledgef, Power, and Wifdorn ; 
^4egatiV6 , in being free , and fcpa- 
face from any thing of Corporeity , 
and from thofe things which are con- 
fequent thereto , and depend there- 
on, At whatfoevef diftance it be. 
Yea^ even in the Aflirmative Attri- 
butes, he. thought that the lame im- 
tnfuftity Was retjuifite, io that none of 
th€l Cof poireal Attiibutes could agree 

tor 
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to them, of which number Multipli- 
city was one ; and that therefore the 
EfTence of the fupream Being was not 
multiplied by thcfc Affirmative At* 
tributes, but that all of them return- 
ed to, and met in one Notion, ■. viz. 
the Truth of the EfTence It fel£ 
Whereupon, he fet and addreiTed himl 
lelf to confider, how he might be- 
come like the fupream Being in both 
thefe kinds of Attributes. As for the 
Affirmative ones , whereas he knew 
that they all returned to, and were the 
lame with the Truth of the Eflbnce 
It Iclt, and had in them no multipli^ 
eity at all ; ( feeing that multipliGicy 
belongs to the Corporeal Attributes) 
and whereas he knew that the know- 
ledge of his o^n EflTencc was not a 
Notion fuperadaed to his EfFence 
but that his very Eflence it felf was 
the knowledge of his Effence, aod 
that his knowledge of his own Effence 
was his very EfTence; it appeared 
very plainly to him, that although he 
nimiclf was not aWe to know hi« 
own Eflfence, yet that knowledge, 
whereby he was to know ir, would 
not be a Notion fupera«Med thereun. 
to, but the very fime with it. More* 

over. 
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over , it (eemed to him, that his 
Aflimilation to.the iiipream Being in 
any affirmative Attribute confifted in 
this, that he knew him alone, admit- 
ting nothing together with him of 
the Corporeal Attributes into his mind . 
So' then* he had his mind attentive up- 
on this Objed. 

: But' ais to the Negative Attributes, 
he faw that they all tended to, and 
agrjscidylin this, that they denoted a 
fep;il4ti.oh from Bodily things. He be* 
gan therefore tocaft off, and remove 
fi-oniiihis^^ EffenGe all fuch Attributes 
as! j related, to Corporeity; and e- 
V/Gji: already he: had caft off many of 
themby his former Difcipline, where- 
by he'indeavoured to affimilate him- 
ieif.unto the heavenly Bodies. Yet 
many I Rielicks of thefii flill remained 
behind, as his circular motion, (mo- 
tion .being one .of the moft proper 
Attributes of Bodies) as alio the care 
that he took of brute Animals and 
Plants , with his Commiferation of 
them,, and his fludious diligence 
to f emove all f^ch things from, them, 
8$ any way prepdiced or indainaged 
them. ■ For he well faw, that tall thele 
beionged to Gorporeal Attributes, 

... , becaiils- 
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becaufe he had neither at firft taken 
notice rf them, but by means of a 
bodily Faculty, nor aaually applied 
himfclf to thoffi helps and affiftances, 
but by the like faculties. Wherefore 
he attempted to remove all thefe 
things. <Hu of his way, feeing they 
were all fiich as did not conduce to 
the acquiring of that ftate of mind 
which he fought after. Neither did 
he ceafe to go on iii this fearch and 
attempt tiU he had conquer'd him- 
lelt lo lar, as to fir mute and foli, 
cary m the Bottom of his Cave , 

liyes lixed on the ground, thus alie- 
nating himfelf from all fenfibk things 
and corporeal faculties ; his Mind 
and thoughts being wholly intent on 
that one neceffarily exiftent Being, 
without admitting any other Objed 
ol Contemplation, together with him. 
And when ever it hapned, that anv 
other ObjecWfented it felf to his Fan! 
cy, he repcl'd it thence with his utmoft 
w^l'i ^P^ j^raightway reje^ed it. 
r!^^- 'c^^^° ^°"§ exercifed hfmiclf 
m this Study, and conftantly perfi- 
ited to go on therewith, that fome^ 
times many days pafTed over hirn 
•^ whereir? 
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wherein he took no Food, nor fb 
much as moved out of his Place. 
Yea, whilft this earneft Study wholly 
pofTeft him , 'and took up all his 
thoughts, all Beings, befides his 
own, flipt out of his memory, and 
were altogether baniQicd from his 
mind. 

But he found by experience, that 
his own Being was not excluded his 
thoughts, no not at fuch times when 
he was deeply immerft in the Con- 
templation of that firft, true, and felf- 
exiftent Being ; which not a little 
troubled, him, feeing he well knew 
that this alio was a kind of mixture 
in that fimple Vifion, and the admif- 
fion of an extraneous Object in that 
Contemplation. He cealed not there- 
fore to indeavour, that he might 
wholly vanifh out of his own Sight, 
and fo be wholly taken up with the 
Vifion of that true Being, until he 
had peife£tly attained it ; infomuch , 
that the Heavens and the Earth, and 
whatfoever is comprehended between 
them, all fpiritual Forms, and cor- 
poreal Faculties, and all Faculties fe^ 
parated from matter, which are thofe 
Effences that have the know ledge of 

that 
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led^^f nff'L' ^'^"S, were remo- 
ved outofhis Memory and Thoughts 
together with his own Effcnce alS 

ced to Ir^^^T^' toberedu- 
S^^^ '^A '"^' ^"^ f° become like 
tL L^r^ ^Tu^'^ from each o' 

Zr\ "°fh'"g remained with him 

of ?nd'rf^' ^^^■^'^ '^ ^^' ^^y 

one, and the True one, and of aner 

in that faying of his, (which is not 
a Nooon ftperadded to his Eflfence; 
TTo whom now belongs the King- 

,'• '■J^ff'^>:2 which words of his 
he underftood, and heard his voice 

"nguage nor his own inabilitv to 

ing what lie fiid. Wlierefore he 

deeply immerft hin.reIfintrthtsM«! 

fen 1'^^''!,'^"?*^^ %« huh 
leen, nor Ear hath heard , neither 

r;nS^^'^"-^^^-"ofS 

ot that thing, which is not conceive- 
^ ^ able 



abJe by the Heart of Mati. Foi- ma- 
ny of tlJofe Aifigs ^Hch are conceited 
by the Heart of Man are hard to ex"- 
prefs. How much more hard then 
is that , which \vt can find no way 
to conceive with our heart, as being 
not any thing t)f this World, nor 
cdntaihed within its Bounds? Now 
by Heart 1 do not underftand the 
bio^i'ly fubftance of the Heart, nor 
the Spirit: which is in the Cavity 
thereof, but I underftand thereby the 
. Form kthst Spirit, which by its fa- 
culties diffuleth it felf in the Body of 
Man. For every one of thefe three 
is called by the name of the Heart. 
Now there is no way or means , 
wherdby this thing may be conceived 
by any of thefe three, neither can we 
exprefsany thing by words , which 
is not firft conceived in the Heart. 
So then, whofbever defires me to fct 
forth, and ddfcribe that State , ssks 
that which is' impoffible to be done; 
and is hke linto him, who would 
ta-fte painted" Colours, as they ^ re 
Colours, and -^defires that the Black 
l>e either fweet^^or Ibwre. Yetnot- 
'Withftanding tHi^, n^e will not lend 
thee away without Ibme marks and 

figns 
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figpsaf DifcQveryv: M^hereby we may 
pain^ c^Ut atadiftaacethat wliichhe 
law^ by way of fimilitude, concernins 
tbe^onders of that Station, though 
notlofer as to koock at the doors of 
tn^.cTruth; feeing there is no way 
that Jie? open to the certain fcnawl 
im^y<)i :,what is tb .be feen in. that 
Pm^i »b.Ut by, coating thither. Hear 
ch^Of.wtchtheEars of thy Heart, ar^ 
a.ik€ffti with thd £yes of thy Un- 
dftc^inding, that which I fhall now 
1 ilew^thee ; Latid it may be thou wilt 
^^ndjucli a: direaion as ;nay lead 
thee jJDto the right way; ih that 
tta: pbferve thQ: condition which I 
now asfe of thee, that thou require 
notiof nfie at prefent any farther ex^ 
plic^tjpit, by interrogating of me Face 
fo^ raee^ thaa what I deliver to thee 
*/; t^^^; I'^pers. For the field of 
UAcmm concerning it is of a nar- 
row campafs, audit is an hazardous 
Adveftture to determine in words 
t^yehingthat thing, the Nature of 
whyh is not fuch that it can he ex- 
preft by. words. 

n. ^ J^3f ^^en, that when he was ab- 

}*!'?'^^^>. ^y ^^^in§ withdrawn him> 

ielt iahi$ Meditations, from his own 

L J EiTence, 



«J5 



(-. 82.- 



Tl)e Indian frince^ or, 

EiTence, and all other Eflences toge- 
ther with it, fo that he beheld no- 
thing in Nature befides that one, li- 
ving, and permanent Being ; and that 
after he had leen that which he faw, 
he returned to the beholding of other 
things diverfe from it, and from -one 
another; when he came to hftnlelf 
again out of that State of his (which 
was a kind of rpiritual Drunkenrtefs ) 
he conceived that he had no EfTent^, 
■whereby hediffer'd from the Elfence 
of .that True Beiogj the moft'high; 
but that the True Nature of hls-'Ef- 
fence was the ElTence of th:4t true 
one , and that what he formerly 
thought to be 'his own Effence di- 
ftinO: from the Effence of 'that true 
one, was nothingelfe indeed but his 
Eifence ; and that -in this he reflm- 
bled the light of the Sun ivbic-h falls 
uponj folid Bodies;^ and which we 
fee. to appear in- them; for although 
that be attributed- to the Body where- 
in it fb appears, arid which therieup- 
on is called a lightlbme Body, yet in 
reality is nothing elfe but the light of 
the Sun ; for when that Body is re- 
moved out of the Sun, the light 
Ifheireof is removed^ with it/ and the 
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light of the Sun alons remains, which 
is neither diminiflied by the prefence 
of that Body whereon it lliines, nor 
augmented by its abfencc when it is 
removed out of the li^ht. But when 
it happens that the laid Body is fitly 
difpoled to receive the light of the 
San, it a£i:ually receiveth it; and 
when it is removed out of the Sun, 
the Reception of the Suns light is 
removed too , and comes to no- 
thing. 

Now this Opinion prevailed with §. S?, 
him, becaufe it feemed manifeft to 
him, that the Effence; of that True, 
Powerful , and Glorious Beijng was 
not any way multiplied, but that the 
knowledge of his Effence was the ve- 
ry fame with his Effence ; from 
whence this feemed unto him necef^ 
farily to follow, that he muft needs 
have the Effence of that whereof he 
had the knowledge. Seeing then, 
the knowledge of that Objed Was 
prefent .wi«h.him, the Effence there- 
of muft be fo too ; for this Effence 
could not but be prefent to it felf, 
fb that the prefence being the ^me 
with the ElTence, it mufl needs be 
all one with the ElTence of the Ob* 
L 4 jed 
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3^^ lb pfefent. In like manner, ail 
fhe Effences that are feparated from 
iftatter , arid which have thie know- 
'leHge of that Xriie Efierice , though 
he^'/nad before looked ontheiti asma- 
iiyy yet according to this Opinion of 
hi^ibimedbuLt one to fiim. And this 
Mfgroiynded- conceit ;had thoroughly 
and very deeply' fixed it felf in his 
Mind , unlfefs God bad purfued him 
with his mercy y and prevented his 
farther Progrefs therein by his graci- 
ous guidance:; by which, means he 
knew at length, .that this eoflceit a-. 
fdfh within him from the RcHcks of 
that oblcurity which is natural to 
Bodies V ^wd thd Corruption which 
adheres to the Objefts of Sebfe; for 
ftiany, and few, Unity and Multipli- 
city, the .ColkQ:ion of rftarrf^jintoone, 
and their fepiration from edch other, 
9 Pe in the number of Corporeal At- 
^tfibutes. -But as for thofe feparate 
Effences whith^ have the .knowledge 
of that BeJhg,: who is thbiTaue One, 
the Powerful,, and the (jlorioiiSj fee- 
ing they J air& wholly :fe^arate from 
matter ,t ^.''bnght-nbt ifo: be feid of 
them that they: are eithfef many, or 
©he, -becai*(rMuIt^licitylimplies the 
^ ■ diftioQioq 
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diftinaion of fome Effences from o- 

trters and Unity cannot be effeaed 

but by conjunaion ; whereas nothing 

oKall th,s can be underilood but in 

^^W""^ Notions, which are mixt 

With Matter. Behdes, the ExpJicafi- 

on Qf things relating to this Placeand 

State ^K very ftreight and difficult i 

becaufe if one txprefs that which be^ 

^^""^I^^^^o thcVc feparate Effences by 

tbeTermof Muhitude, according to 

would feem to denote the Notion of 
MultrpJieity m them, whereas they 

lermcJt Separation, it would feem to 
hgntfie the Notion of Unity, which 
Deither can agree to them'. 
. And now methinks T fee one ftand- 6 S . 

"^^^ f f-H ^-^-^^ of thofe --^^ 
Bat-mice whofe Eyes the Sun dazles, 
to move himfjiria the Chain of his 

hT' ^"^\%mg. Surely thou 
haft exceeded the Mean by this Sub- 
tiity of thme, in that thou hait far 
withdrawn thy felf from the ftate 
and condition ^of all intelhgent Men 
and haft difdainfully Gift tway the 
way and means of underftanding in, 

telligible 
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telligible things ; feeing among thofe 
things which are determined and re- 
Tolved on by the Underftanding , this 
is one, that every thing in Nature 
is either one, or manifold. But let 
notfuch an one make too much hafte, 
let him alfo abate fomewhat of the 
harlhnefs of his Cenfure , fufpea his 
own Judgment , and weigh thofe 
things which are to be feen m this 
vile, defpicable World, made up of 
fenfible Objeas, (wherein himfelf 
alfo is contained) after the fame man- 
ner that Hai Eb'^n Tockian weighed 
and corlfidered them , when contem- 
plating them one kind of way , he 
faw them to be many in that kind of 
Multiplicity, which could not be 
comprehended nor contained withm 
any bounds; t*heri^gain, confidering 
them another way j he faw them all 
to be but one thing : fo that he ftood 
in doubt what to think, and was 
not able to determine either way. So 
it was with him , and fo he thought, 
although this lower World , made up 
of the Objeas of Setife i be the pro- 
per place of Multiplicity and Singu- 
larity, arid that their true Nature is 
ynderftood there , and that therein 

are 



are found Separation and Union 
k.e„ng ,n.o Parts and DiftiS 
?Sk' '^Sjeeablenefs , and Difference 
What therefore fliould he, or any o 
ther , think of the Divine Worfd^ f„ 

L5' l?' ^"""^ ' "«ther can we 
utter any thing concerning what be 
long^ to It, whereto our Ears are 
^ccuftomed. But contrariw.Te we 
"e apt ro conjefture fomewhat 

WorW ' 'Prfmuch as It is filch a 

know, K^r^^^K- ""u""^ '^^"^inly 
knows beWes him who hath feen it- 

n2Srr^°'?^^'^*"-"b- 

hhmct^ \'^ " r' «nceivable 

far, and attained thereunto 

Tl,„ ' .,^',1'°'' ^^" ^''''ch be faith a o 
Thou haft tranfgreflbd the Bounds ^- ^5- 
and excrtded the natural Reach of in' 
f'f" Men, and rejedled the ufu-" 

iigiwe Objea , we readily grant it 
hirav.anilgive him leave to go o„ in 

nt? ligent: Men. For that Intelligence 

mean; and pleafe themfelves in, is 

, that 
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that rational I^acuky which contem- 
plates the Singulars or Individuals 
among ths Objects of Senfe, and 
thence fetcheth- out upon a diligent 
fearch, univerral Notions; and the 
intelligent Men, whom he means, 
are thofe, who ufe the fame kind of 
Speculation J whereas that kind of 
Speculation, whereof we fpeak , is 
above all thefe things. Wherefore 
let him ftop bis Ears againft it , who- 
focver underftands nothing beyond 
thefe Tenfible Objeas, and the Uni- 
ver&ls collea^d from them ; and lee 
liim reti^rn to bis. own Company ,, to 
wit, the Society of thofe, who en- 
quire after , and underftand the vi- 
able things of this World , being very 
little , or not at all folicitous for the 
other! But if thou be one of the 
number of thofe,.whp are fatisfied 
with this kind "of Marks aridj^JiavaT 
&rs., whereby we defcribe tnatiPir 
vine World ; neither doil f^fii>;any 
other Interpretajtipa upon pi*y ^yordSj 
tiiaa what is copimonly piut uppi| 
th^m. [or rathprj neithier faftyjdit th^^ 
Interpretation ^ppri our word^, which 
is commonly> put upon the^liJ;heQ 

we will farther 4e^lar^ fw^thiflg to 
' thee 
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fhee concerning that, which Hii fi^'^ 
lockda^ law in the place and ftate of 
thote , who are capable of the Truth' 
^vhom we mention'd before. And it 
v/as this. 

. After he had been wholly immerfl: k q/: 
in the Speculation of thefe Divine ^' 
things, and altogether abftraaedfrom 
other Objeas ^0 that he truly com^ 
prehended thefe fublime ones, which 
he thus contemplated; he faw that 
the ElTence of the higheft Sphere be- 
yond which there is no Body, \vas 
immaterial ; yet that it was not the 
bftence of that one and true Beinff 
neither was it the Sphere it felf, nor 
yet any thing diverfe from them 
?l ' c "^ ^^^^ '^ refembled the Image 
tlu ^""'.^'^^^Ji appears in a fmooth, 
weli^ pohfht Looking-Glafs. For 
u\'^ "5^fe the Sun it felf, nor 
the Looking-Glafs, nor yet any thing 
diftina from them. Withall he faw, 
that Fuch was the Perfeaion, Beauty, 
and firightnefs of that feparate Sphere' 
as was greater than could be expreft 
by the Tongue; more fubtle alfo, fine, 
and dehcate than could be clothed, 
as was meet, with humane Words 
eompofed of Articulate Breath , o? 

Letters 
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Letters made up of black , inky Cha- 
ra£fers. He Taw alio , that this fu- 
pream Sphere was placed and fettled 
in the higheft Degree of Delight and 
Joy , Exultation and Gladneis, by 
reafon of the Vifion of that true and 
glorious Being. 
§. 87. He law alio, that the Eflence of 
the next Sphere to it , which is, the 
Sphere of the fixed Stars, was imma- 
terial , being neither the Effence of 
the one and true Being, nor of the 
fupream ieparate Sphere , nor the 
Sphere it lel f, nor yet any thing diverle 
from them ; but that it was like the 
Image of the Sun which is (een in a 
Looking-Giafs , upon which the Re- 
femblance of the Sun is refle£led from 
another Looking Glafs , which was 
fet oppofite to the Body of the Sun. 
withall he law , that the l&rightnefs, 
Beauty, and Delight, agreeing to 
the Effence of this Sphere, was like 
to that of the Supream. After the 
fame manner alfb, he faw that the 
Effence of the next Sphere , which is 
the Sphere oi Saturn ^ was ieparate 
from Matter , and that it was none of 
thole Effences which he had before 
fcen , nor yet Ibmewhat diverfe from 

them. 
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t^hem, but that it was like the Image 
of the Sua which appears in a Look- 
mg-Glais, upon which the Image of 
the Sun was refleaed from another 
Looking-Glafs , fet oppofite to the 
Body of the Sun. Withall he faw 
that It had the fame Brightnefi , and 
the fame Delight , which that other 
Sphere of the fixed Stars had. And 
thus he went on , till he faw that 
every Sphere had its feparate Effence 
tree from all Matter ; fuch an one, 
as was not any of the foremention'd 
Effences , nor yet diverfe from them 
but like to the Image of the Sun rel 
flexed from one Looking-Glafs to 
another , ranked in a let Order ac- 
cording to the placing of the Spheres 
Moreover he faw, that every one of 
thefe Effences had that Beauty and 
Brightnefs, that Pleafure and Glad- 
nefs, which neither Eye hath feen 
nor Ear hath heard , and which ne' 
ver came into the Heart of Man to 
conceive ; until he came at length to 
this lower World , fubjed to Gene- 
ration and Corruption , which com- 
prehends all that, which is contained 
within the Sphere of the Moon. 

He 
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•He faw alfo , that tbe Ef?cnc€ of 
this lower World was feparate from 
Matter , and that it was none of thole' 
EiTences which he had feen before, 
nor yet any thing diverfe from them. 
Hefawlikewifethatithad 70000 Fa- 
ces,, and. every Face 70CO0 Mouths, 
and every Month 70000 Tongues, 
wherewith it prai^d the 'Eflence of 
that one and true Being,hallowed, and 
unccffantly magnified it- Withall he 
faw, that this EiTencc which lie fiip- 
pbfed to have been liable to Multipli- 
city , although it were not liable 
thereto, yet nad the like Perfe^ion, 
and the like Plcafure , which he had 
feen before in the heavenly Spheres ; 
fo that it refembled the Image of the 
Sun which appears in the trembling 
Water, and is refleded from the laft 
and lowcft of thofe Looking-Glaffes, 
to which the Reflexion came , accord- 
ing to the forementiori'd Order , f rom 
the firft Lookirtg-G]ais , which was 
let oppofite to the Sun. Now after 
this he law , that himfelf alio had a 
feparate Edfence, which (if it were 
poffible that the forelaid EiTence of 
70000 Faces could be divided into 
Parts) would be a Part of it ; and 

except 
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except this Elfenee had been produced 
a-new opt of the ftate of Nothing, we 
might fay were the very fame with 
It ; and except it had been fo made 
tiiat It properly belonged to his Body' 
and to It alone, as loon as it exifted 
a- new we might fay that it had 
been hardly produced a-new. And 
in this Order he faw other Effences 
alio, hkeunto his, which had necef 
larily been heretofore, then were 
diUolved , and afterward neceffari- 
Jy exifted together with himfelf- 
and that they were fo many as could 
not be nurrbred , if we might cail 
them many ; yet that all of them 
were but one thing, if we might call 
them one. He faw alfo, that his 
own fcffence, and ttofe other which 
;^5J\in the fame Degree with him- 
y ^^^^^^n^n^te Beauty , Brightnefs, 
and Pleafure, fach as neither Eye 
hath feen, nor Ear hath heard, nor 
ever entred into the Heart of Man ■ 
luch as they cannot defcribe who 
delcribe other things, and none can 
underftand, but they who know it by 
having firft attained to it 

Moreover, he faw many EiTences ^ g. 
too , that were feparate from Matter, ^' ^' 
H which 
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which refembled rufty tooking-Glaf- 
ies , cover'd over with Filth y which 
alfo turned their Backs upon , and had 
their Faces averted from thole fmooth 
and fairly polifhed Looking-Glafles, 
that had the Image of the Sun im- 
printed upon them. And he faw 
that thefe Effences had much filthi- 
nefi adhering to them , and manifold 
Defers; fuch, and fo many, as he 
could not have conceived. He faw 
them alfo to be afflifted with infinite 
Pains and Griefs, which cauled in- 
ceffant Sighs and Groans ; to be com- 
pafled about with Torments , as thofe 
who lie in Bed are with Curtains; 
to be fcorched with the fiery Vail of 
Separation ; and to be cut af under as it 
were with Saws^;^ between the thruft- 
ing backj and drawing unto them, the 
punifhments which they fuffered. Here 
alio he law other Eflences befides 
thefe, that were in Torments, which 
now appeared , and anon vaniilied a- 
way; which were fometimes joyned 
together, and loon after parted aliinder. 
L Qo, But here he ftopt him felf; and ha- 
ving well confidered them in his Mind, 
he law very great Terrours , and as 
great Troubles; a Rabble of Folk ve- 
ry 
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ry bufie, and an earneft Imployment 
Iti going on ; a fmoothing and le- 
velling of fuch as were rough or over- 
Iwoilen, and a blowing up of thofe 
who were too low, andcaft down- a 
produaion of fomcand a deftruaion of 
others. But after a very little while, his 
5>enles returned to him again, and he 
awaked out of this State of Mind as 
out of an Ecftafie; and his Feet a's it 
weremfenfibly Aiding away out of this 
place, the fenfible World appeared to 
hira as before, and this divine World 
departed from him. For this, and that 
other, wherem we now live, are like 
two Wives belonging to one Husband, 
the one whereof if you feek to pleafe 
you will provoke the other unto Ano-er' 
Now if you chance to fay , It feemfby 
that which you have fpoken concerning 
this Vifion, that %arate Eilbnces"^ 
It thq; were in a Body of perpctiid 
Duration , fuch as is incorruptible, 
as the Heavens are, they alfb would 
be of perpetual Exiftence ; but if they 
be placed in a Body, which daifv 
decays, and makes on towards Death 
(iuch an one as belongs to us rea- 
onabk Creatures) they alfl. will be 
liable unto Corruption , vaniQi awav, 
M 2 and 
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and be reduced to nothing, accord* 
in^tothe Similitude you propoied of 
reflecting Looking-GialTes. For the 
Image fo reiie£led hath no duration of 
itfell-jbut what depends on the duration 
of the Looking-L^lafs j fb that when- 
foever the Looking-Cdafsis broken , or 
otherwiie defaced , the Image is with- 
all moft certainly deftroyed, and va* 
nilheth out of fight. If any one thus 
objefl:, I have this to reply : That you 
hav^e foon forgot the Agreement made 
becu'cen us, and tranfgreflTed thofe 
Hounds that were fixed by mutual 
Confeni:. For did not I tell you be- 
fore, that the Path which we tread 
m, in pafling to the Explication of this 
Divine Sabjedi, is here very ftrait and 
narrovv' ; and that the Words which 
wc u(e on cither fide, to exprefs our 
meaning by, occafion Men to think 
otherwiie thereof than indeed it is ? 
So that the Opinion which thou hold- 
eit concerning this Matter , hath 
caufed thee to pitch upon tiiis Deter- 
min;uion , that the thing whereto 
2notf;er is compared, and that which 
is compared with it , are in every 
Pa ticular of the fame Nature, and 
C.onuici'. n; wliereas this ought not 

to 
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to be taken for granted, not fo xvAich 
as in any kmd of our common r if. 
courfe ;• much lefs in this place, ^\■here• 
on we even now difcourfed ; wh^vQ 
^heSun and its Light, its Image and 
Keprelentation , the Looking OlaHes 
and reflefted Figures of Bodies con- 
Ipicuous m them are all fUch things 
as be not feparated from Bodies^, 
neither have any Subfiftence but by 
them and in them; and therefore 
need them , as requifite to their Exi- 
itence , and ceafe to be upon their be- 
ing taken away. 

But as for tlie Divine EfTcnccs, and 
Hcroick Spirits, they are all free 
irom , and independent of Bodies , at 
a far diftance from them , and icp-- 
rate from all that relates unto them 
Neither is there any Connexion be- 
tween them, or Dependence of thefe 
upon them : fo that it is all one to 
them, whether the Bodies they pof: 
Ids and aftuate, abide in the flime 
place, or be removed from thence • 
Whether they exift, or perifli : but 
their Connexion and Dependence is 
from the ElTence of that one , true 
neceffiirily exiftent Being, which is 
the firft Being of all , their Principle 
-^^ 5 a To 
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alfo and Caufe, which makes them 
to exift, gives tbem the Duration of 
their Being;, and fupplies them with 
the Continuation and Perpetuity 
thereof. Neither need they any Bo- 
dies tolubfift in, but the Bodies need 
them to fubfift by. For if it were 
poflible that they fhouid be taken a- 
- way, their Bodies alfo would be ta- 
ken away with them , feeing that 
thefe EfiTences are the Principles of 
thofe Bodies. In like manner , as if 
it could be fuppoied, that the Effencc 
of the one, True, moft High, and 
Holy One, and far removed from any 
Body j^ There isJioGod, befides him] 
might be taken away, all thefe Ef- 
Icnces would be removed together 
with him, and their Bodies with 
them ; whereupon this whole fenfi* 
ble World would vanifh away, nei- 
ther would any part thereof remain, 
feeing; all of them have a mutual Con- 
nexion with e?.ch other. 
A Q?. Yer althoujih this fenfible World 
doth follow the Divme One, as the 
IViadow does the Body ; and that the 
Divine World ftands in no need of 
this, but is wholly freed from it, and 
independent of it ; notwithftanding , 

it 
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it is abrurdtofuppofe, that it will or 
can be taken quite away, becaufe it fb 
follows the Divine World ; but the 
Corruption thereof confifts in this, 
that it be changed , not utterly an- 
nihilated. [ And that precious Book 
fpake of this , where this Notion 
happened to be mention'd concern- 
ing the moving of the Mountains, fo 
that they became like WooH , and 
Men like Fire flies ; alfo concerning 
the darkning of the Sun and Moon, 
and the breaking forth of the Seas 
in the daj^, when the Earth fhall be 
changed into another form, and the 
Heavens likewife.] Ale. c, Altacmr, 
& c.Akareah.1 And this is the fumm 
of what at prefent I can relate unto 
thee , concerning that which Hai 
E&*n Tockdan Taw in that illuftrious 
fl-ate of his ; neither ask of me, that 
I fhouid any farther ufemore words 
to exprefs it, for that is even impof- 
fible to be done. 

Butthatwe mayfinifhhisHiftory, x «. 
God willing, I ihall go farther on ^' ^^ 
to add fomewhat more. When he 
had returned to the fenfible World, 
after this his Digreffion or Departure 
into the Divine One , he began to 
M 4 loath, 
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loath, and to be weary of this mor- 
tal Life here on jEarth , and to be 
affliQ^ed with a moft eager andear- 
nefl: defire after the life to come. 
Whereupon he indeavoured a return 
tQ that former place and ftate of fpe- 
culation , that he might enjoy it in 
the fame manner as he had done be- 
fore. And he perfifted in this ftudi- 
ous endeavour of his, until he had at- 
tained it ; and that, with kfs labour 
than he had done formerly ; withal , 
this fecond time he continued longer in 
the fame ftate , than he had done 
before. Then he returned again to 
this fenfible World , and afterwards 
the third time betook himfelf to 
^nter into his 'former Place and State 
of fpeculatipn, which he found fbme- 
\yhat eafier to him, than it had been 
the firft and fecond time; and his 
abiding therein continued longer too 
th-.n formerly. Neither did the way 
of attaining that noble State ceafe tq 
be ftill more eafie to him , and his 
continuance in it longer, until at 
length lie liad made a Progrefs fb fa?' in 
this way, upon his oft returning to 
Jt", that he thereunto attained as oft as 
f P^^^^^^ ? ^^^ departed therefroni 

but 
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tut when he pleafed. Wherefore he 
kept conftant to this Place and State 
or {peculation, nor withdrew him- 
telfatany time from it, but when 
his Bodily neceffities required it at his 
Hands ; which neceffities he had re 
Itramcd within fuch narrow Bounds 
as narrower could hardly be found ' 
or allowed unto him. Andwhilfthe 
was thus exercifed, he often wilhed 
timt the Almighty and moft gbrbus 
God would free and ddiver him al! 
together from this Body of his, which 

i^lace, that fo he might entirely and 
without mtermiffion enioy the plea 
fure thereof, and be freed of that 
pam and grief wherewith he was af- 
liicted as often as he was forced to 
avert his mind from that State bv 
attending on his Bodily nece.Olrii 
l^eT;/ ri'"u'^;-" '^''' State until 

he Obtained the fociety of .,^,/; the 
Narrative of which meeting of theirs 
IS that, which by Gods leave we Ihall 
now fet down. 

They 
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They report , that there is an 
Ifland nigh, unto that, wherein Hat 
Eb^n Tockdan was bom , whither a 
certain Seft betook ic felf to dwell , 
of the number of thofe good and ver- 
tuous ones, which had Ibme one of 
the ancient Prophets of pious me- 
mory for its Author. A be£t which 
expreft and made known all things, 
which had a real Exiftence in Nature, 
by limilitudes aptly framed, and fitted 
to thofe things ; thus reprelenting 
their Images to the fancy, and fixing 
their impreflions in the minds of Men, 
as is commonly uled in cur vulgar 
Difcourfes. Neither ceafcd thisSeO: 
to fpread it felf, and prevail , and 
wax famous in that Ifland , till at 
length the King himfelf embraced it, 
and conftrained others alio to adhere 
unto it. 

Now , there were two Excellent 
Men born in this Ifland , and lovers 
of Goodnefs, (the name of the one 
being Afd^ and of the other, SaU-^ 
man) who meeting with this Sed , 
embraced it after the befl: and moft 
perfeO: manner, addrefling themfelves 
to obferve all its precepts, and being 
continually converfant in the works 

thereby 
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thereby required ; and to this end , 
they entred mto a League of Friend- 
Ihip with each other. Now, among 
other paflages contained in the Law 
of that Sea , they fometimes made 
enquiry into thofe Words where- 
in It treats of the Defcription of 
tlie MoflrHigh, and moft Glorious 
God, and of his Angels ; alfo, of the 
Rcfurredion, and of the Rewards 
and Punifhments after the end of this 
Life. And whilft they were bufied 
in thefe enquiries, '^y^/ began to fearch 
iarther into the inmoft Natures of 
things, was more enclined to fearch 
into the myftical Senfes of Words , 
and diligently imploied himfelf about 
interpreting them. But SaUmarx, 
his Friend and fellow-ftudent, chiefly 
oblerved the outfide, and vifible fur- 
face of the Law, which appeared to 
him at firfl: fight ; reftrained himfelf 
more from interpretations, and ab- 
ftained from all curious examining and 
Ipeculanon of things. Notwithftand- 
mg, both of them in the meantime, 
were very careful and diligent in 
performing all fuch outward Woiks 
as their Law enjoyned, in recallino- 
themfelves to the rule of Reafon 

whereby 
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whereby to guide their AQ:ions , 
and maintaining a conftant fight, in 
contending againft their unruly Paf- 
fions, and inordinate Affections. 
§. 97. But whereas there were contained 
in that Law'Cjertain Sayings, which 
feetned to exhort and incourage Men 
to affect folitude, and embrace a fo- 
htary Life, withal intimating that in 
fuch a kind of ftate Happinefs and 
Salvation confifted ; and other Say- 
ings which (semed to exhort Men un- 
to civil Acquaintance and Fellow- 
fhip, and applying themfelvcs to enter 
into, and embrace humane Society : 
Jfal addicted his mind to feek after 
folitude, and prefer'd thofe Sayings 
of his Law which tended thither- 
ward, feeing that by nature he was 
much given to unceffant Contempla- 
tion, and to leek after the unfolding of 
things, and fearching into the fignifi- 
cation of Words j for he had great 
hopes of attaining to his ends by this 
(ludy, through the Advantages which 
a (blitary Life afforded him. But Sa- 
Imjan , on the other fide applied 
himfelf to humane Society, and mu- 
tual Commerce, chiefly valuing thole 
Sayings of the Law which tended 

that 
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that way, becaufe that by Nature he 
was inclmedtoadreadof Contempla- 
tion , and the more fubtle examin- 
ing of things ; and therefore loved 
Humane Society, becaufe it drove a- 
way evil Thoughts, and banifhed 
that diverfity of Opinions, which in- 
truded themfelves into his Mind; 
and withal withdrew him from heark- 
ning to, or attending the moti- 
ons and folicications of evil Spi- 
rits. And the difference of their O- 
pmions concerning this one thins 
waxed fo great, that itcaufed therS 
at length to take their leave of each 
other. 

Now 4^./had heard of that Ifland, §. g$ 

hk n lockdm had his Breeding He 
knew alfo the Fertility and conveni- 
encies thereof, and the healthful tem- 
Pj°[-"' A**-; ^o that it would af. 
tord him luch a commodious retire- 
ment as he had in his wifhes. He 
relolved therefore to go thither, and 
withdraw himfelf from humane Soci- 
ety for the remainder of his Life 

u u- '^ ^^'''"S gathered together 
all his Goods , with part thereof he 
Hired a Ship to convey him into that 

IHand, 
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Ifland, and diftributed the reft unto the 
Poor; and having taken his. farewell 
of his friend Salamar^, he committed 
himlelf unto the Sea. And the Ma- 
riners transporting him into the Ifland 
in a (hort fpace of time, as fbon 
as they had fet him on Shore, de- 
parted from him. Thus J/al abode 
in that Ifland, ferving the Almighty 
and moft Glorious God, magnify- 
ing him, and meditating upon his 
glorious Names, and noble Attributes. 
Neither was his Mind interrupted, 
or his Thoughts difturbed, wliilft 
he was bufied in thefe Meditations. 
But when he had any need of Food, 
he took of the Fruits of the Ifland, 
or of what he got by hunting, 
as much as fatisfied his Hunger. 
And in this State he continued for a 
while , in the mean time enjoying 
the greatefl: pleafure imaginable, and 
the mofl: entire Tranquillity of mind, 
arifing from the Converfe and Com- 
munication which he had with his 
Lord; whereby he law, through the 
daily experience he had of his Fa- 
vours , and raofl: pretious Gifts , 
and that he readily prelented him 
with thofe things which he fought 

for^ 
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for, to wit, the neceflaries of Life • 
he faw, I fay, that which conffr' 

mm, and afforded him no fmall com- 

xNow whilft he was thus exercifed, §. 99. 
J^af EbjiTockdafi was wholly taken 
up with his high and heavenly fpe- 
cmations, neither came he forth of 
ms Cell above once in a Week to 

SfJ 'u-V^. ""^S^^ get him fome 
Food, which he could hap to meet 
with. And this was the teafon, whv 
jT^/^at his firft coming into the 
iiland, did not fofoon light upon him, 
as othcrwife he might. For as he 
walked round about the Shore, and 
compafl*ed the utmoft Bounds of the 
lliand on every fide, he neither faw 
any Man, nor could perceive the 
tootfteps of any one; from whence 
ms joy was much increafed and height- 
ned and his mind exceedingly 
pleafed; in regard of his compaf- 
hng that Defigii which he had fee 
to himfelf, and fo earneftly fought 
after, to wit, Solitarinefs and Retire- 
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§. ioo. But at laft it fell out, thzt Bal 
EP'/{ Tockdan comiiig forth of his Cell 
to get him feme Fod, at the fame 
time wherein Jfil alfb was come near 
the place, that eaiJi of them caft 
their eyes upon the other. Now as 
for Alfal, he doubted not but that the 
Man he faw was one of thofe religi^ 
ous Perfbns, who had devoted them^ 
lelves to fblitude, and therefore had 
betook himlelf to that Ifland , that 
he might withdraw himfelf from 
humane Converle, as he in like man- 
ner had retired himfelf thither for 
the fame end : he was afraid therefore, 
left in cafe he met him, and made 
himfelf known unto him, he fhould 
difturb that ftate and condition of 
Life, wherein he faw him ingaged ; 
and by that means, become an Im- 
pediment to him in cornpaffing his 
Hopes, and accompUfhing his De- 
fires. But as for Hd Eb'*n Tockdan , 
he knew not what to make of that 
Sight ; for he foon perceived that he 
was like in Shape to none of thofe 
living Creatures which he had feen 
before. And whereas he faw him Clo- 
thed with a black Coat, made up of 
Hair and Woolly which he took for 
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a certain natural kind of Covering, 

•f ^°?xrK^ ^°"S while wondering It 
it. Whereupon jifal turning his 
^ack fled from him, fearing left he 
JHould divert bim from attending that 
wherein he was fo intentively bufied' 
But Hai EP^ TocUa?, followed him* 
out of an innate defire he had to 
know the truth of things. Yet when 
he law that he ran away from him 
as faft as poiTible he' could , he 
Itopt, and withdrew, and hid himfelf 
from him ; fo that J/^/ thought he 
was returned , and gone far avvav 
rom that place where he had feen 
him Hereupon he began to apply 
himfelf, as his Cuftom^'was, to >.is 
Prayers and Reading, to Invocation 
and Weeping, to Supplication and 
Complaints, until thefj Exercifeshad 
wholly averted him from minding- 
any other thing. ' ^ 

In the meantime, H,i EP^ Tack- x i^. 
dan by httle and little drew near to ^* 
ftitn , jifil not at all perceiving it 
until at length he came i:o nigh a 
to overhear his Reading, and the 
Praifes which he uttered ; to take 
notice alfo of his humble Gefture , 

N' ' and 
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and the knocking ofhis Breaft, whence 
be heard a voice to proceed which 
was very pleafing to him, confifting 
of Letters digefted into Order , the 
like whereto he had never oblerved 
before in any kind of Animals. 
When he alio took notice of the 
Forrii and Lineaments of his Body , 
he law that he was one of the fame 
Shape with himfelf ; and it appear- 
ed to him, that the Coat which he 
wore was not his own natural Skin, 
but an Habit borrowed elfewhere , 
like to his own Garment which he 
had on. And when he obferved the 
Comehnefs of his fubmifs, and low- 
ly Gefture, accompanied with his 
Supplication, and Weeping, he doubt- 
ed not but he was one of thofe h i- 
fences, which had the knowledge of 
the True One , and therefore had a 
great defne to be acquainted with 
him, coveting to fee what was the 
matter with him, with the caufe of 
his Weeping and Supplication, Wfiere- 
upon he drew nearer to him , until 
^/4[/ perceiving it, betook himfelf a- 
gain to his Heels ; and Hai Eh^f^ Tock- 
dnn likevN'ife ( anfwerably to that vi- 

,gonr 
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gojT and powers both of Knovvlecfge 
and Body which God had beftowed 
upon him) purfued him with all his 
might, untill he had overtaken him^ 
then feized on him , and held him 
fair j fo that he could not make his 
eicape from him. 

Now, when ^/./ beheld him Cld- i , 
thed with the hairy Skins of brute ^' 
Animals, and the Hair of his Head 
lo-Iong that it covered a great part 
of his Body ; when he law alfb • 
that he was fo fwift in his Running' 
and fo able for ftrength of Body, he' 
was very much afraid of him, and 
began for to pacific him with gentle 
ftroaking of him, feconded with 
kind Words and humble Entreaties 
'Vi'hich Hxi Eb'n Tockdan did not un' 
- derftand, nor knew what theymeanto 
Only he observed fignsof fear in him. 
He therefore did what he could to 
allay that fear of his, by fjch kinds 
of Voices as he had learned of certain 
brute Creatures. He alfo gently ftroak-^ 
ed his Head, and both fides of his Neck, 
with his Hand, entertained him with 
very. kind Looks and Geftures, and 
madefhew of much Joy and Gladriefs,- 
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till Jfd^ fear was affwaged at laft , 
and he perceived that no harm was 
meant to him. 

§. 103. Now Jfal long before, out of his 
earneftdefire.to obtain the knowledge 
of things, had learned moft Langua- 
ges , and was well skili'd in them. 
He began therefore to befpeak HaI 
E^n Tockdan, and to interrogate him 
concerning his Condition, in every 
Tongue that he knew, and endeavour- 
ed, what he could , to make him underi 
ftand what he faid. But he could not ef- 
fefl: what he intended. On the other 
fide, Htii Ey^i Tockdan , taking no- 
tice of all this, wondred at that which 
he heard, as being ignorant of what 
it meant. He obfervcd only the fere- 
nity of Jfi/^s Countenance , and 
rnanifeftfigns of the good will he bare 
him. Thus each of them wondred at 
the condition of the other. 

§, 104. Afterward, Jfal having kept ftill 
by him fbme remainders of that Food 
which he had brought with him out 
of the Ifland wherein he had lately 
dwelt, offer'd them to Hai E^n Tock- 
dan ; but he knew not what it was, as 
having never leen any fuch Food be- 
fore. 



\\ 
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fore. Jfil therefore, as he was eat- 
ing lome of it, made figns to him that 
he alio fhould eat of the fame with 
hmi. But Hai Eb\ Tockdan, confi- 

• j°& ^^°^^ ^^^^ whereto he had 
tied himfelf concerning the taking of 
his Food , and feeing he knew not 
what was the nature of that Food 
which was fet before him, andfo whe- 
ther or no it was lawful for him to take 
ought of it, reftrained himfelf from 
eating Whereupon, ^y^/ ceafed not 
tointreat him and kindly to invite him 
thereunto. So that Hd Eb^n Tockda^ 
being very much taken with his Com- 
pany, and fearing that if heflill per- 

I • i^n^^"y ^^"^' he fhould alienate 
his alFeaion from him , and lofe his 
acquaintance, at length was perfwaded 
to take part of that meat, and to eat 
of Jt. But as fobn as he had tafted 
It, and found it very pleafant, it teem- 
ed to him that he had done ill , in 
that he had broken his Contrad, and 
the Refolution he had made to him- 
felf touching the Conditions about 
taking his Food. He repented him 
therefore of what he had done, and 
had a mind to withdraw himfelf from 
N 3 JJal 
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Jfil, and betakehimfelf to his former 
State of Life, by indeavouring to re- 
turn unto his former exercile of Di- 
vine Speculation. 
§. io|. But when he faw, that this his in- 
telleftual Vifion did not prefently re- 
turn p him, as formerly ir. had, he 
Judged it beft for him, to abide fo 
long with Jfal in this fenfible World, 
until he might be certified of the 
truth of his Condition , fo that after 
this, there might remain no farther 
inclination towards him, and then he 
might return to his former Place and 
Stare, without any diverfion from 
without, or diflrradion from within. 
Wherefore he applied himfelf to the 
fbciety of J/a/, who feeing that he 
was not able to (peak, was well af- 
• furec^ , that no damage could arifc 
to his Religion by keeping company 
with him ; but contrarivvjre , lie ho- 
ped that he might teach him Speech, 
Knowledge and Religion, whence he 
fliould obtain a very great Reward, 
and a nearer approach unto God. He 
began therefore to teach him how to 
fpcak : Mid, by fiie wing to him the 
•particular tilings whiv:h he was to 

name, 
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narne, then by uttqring their names, 
which after he had repeated to him 
again and again, he moved him alfo 
to pronounce them as himfelf had 
done ; which he accordingly did , 
applying each word to the thing there- 
by fignified, until at. length he had 
tauglit him the Names of them all. 
And thus by let Degrees he leifure- 
ly advanced him fo far, that in a 
fhort time he was able to fpeak his 
Mind. 

Then j^/a/ began to interrogate him k , q^ 
concerning his Condition , and from 
whence he came into that Ifland. 
But Hai ElPn Tockda», in his Reply, 
told him , that he knew not what Ori- 
ginal he had , nor who was his Fa- 
ther, nor any Mother that he had 
befides the Female Roe, which had 
bred him up. Then he declared to 
hitn his whole State and Condition 
of Life, and what Progrefs he had 
made in Knovvledge , until at length 
he had attained unto that degree of 
Conjuncflion with God. When there- 
fore Jfal had heard from him the De- 
claration of thofe Truths which he 
related , of thofe Eflences which are 
N 4 fepara- 
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ieparated from the fenfible World, 
and which have the knowledge of 
' the Effence , of that True , moft Po- 
tent , and Glorious One ; and when 
he had heard him defcribe the EfTence 
of him, who is the Supream, the moft 
Mighty , True and Glorious One, 
with all his glorious Attributes ; and 
had explained to him, as much as he 
could explain of that , which he had 
feen upon his attaining to that Con- 
jun6i:ion, and Converfc which he had 
with God, concerning the Joys of 
thole who are near united unto God, 
and the (ad Griefs of thole who are 
feparated from him ; he doubted not, 
but that all thole things which were 
deliver'd in his Law, touching the 
Mandate of the mighty and glorious 
God , as aKb of his Angels and Books, 
of his Meflengers and the laft Day, 
of his Paradife, laffly, and Fire , were 
Similitudes or Rcprefentations of thofe 
things , which Hai El>'*}2 Tockdan had 
feen ; fo that the Eyes of his Heart 
were opened , and his Mind illumi- 
nated, whenas he faw , that the fame 
which was apprehended and dilcern- 
pd by lleafon , and that which he had 

received 
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received by Tradition, agreed fowell 
together. For the ways of Interpre- 
tation now became eafie to him 
neither remained any thing dark or 
ditficult in thofePrecepts which he had 
received, that was not now plain and 
perfpicuous; nor fhut up, that was 
not opened ; nor deep and profound, 
which was not now made manifeft 
and apparent to him. By this means 
nis Intellettual Faculty grew ftron? 
and vigorous, and for that Reafon he 
had Hai Eh^/i Tockdan in {6 great Ho- 
nour and Admiration, that he exceed- 
ingly magnified and reverenced him, 
and affured himfelf that he was one 
of the Saints of God, fuch as were 
not molefted with any terrifying Fear 
^^prefent , nor fhould hereafter be 
afflidted with any kind of Grief or 
Pain. Whereupon he addrelfed him^ 
lelt to wait upon him , to imitate him, 
and to follow his Counfels in the per- 
formance of fuch Works as he had 
occafion to make ufeof, namely, 
thole legal ones , which he had for- 
merly learned in the Books of his Re- 
ligion. 

Then Hai El?'n Tockdan began to ^, 107, 

interro* 
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interrogate hit ilfb concerning his Af- 
fairs, and the Condition of his Life^ in- 
treating him that he would declare 
them to him. ^/^/ accordingly began 
to defcribe unto him the State of that 
Jfland wherein he had lived, and from 
whence he came ; what kind of Men 
inhabited it , and what kind of Lite 
they led before that Religious Se£t 
came thither ; in what State alio the 
lOand was , after its corning there* 
into. He explained to him alfb all 
thofe things, that were deUvered in 
the Law , concerning the Delcription 
of the Divine World , of Paradileand 
the ViY&o^GehefiKa, of the awakening 
and refurre£l:ionofxMankind; of their 
gathering together unto Judgment, 
;:nd the Account then to be given up; 
of the. Balbnces wherein Men's Atli- 
ons were to be weighed , and the 
way, through which they muft pals. 
Now Hu Eb^/?'Tocbdaf9undtY{\ood all 
thefb things , neither judged he any 
of them dtfagreeablc to that which he 
had leen in hisfublime place, or ftate 
of Contemplation. /And from hence 
he knew that he who had thus decla- 
¥£d thefe things, :aad delivered them 

untQ 
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unto Men, had thereby delivered the 
Tfuth.mfo declaring them, and that 
in thefe his Sayings he was a true and 
faithful MeiTenger fent from his Lord- 
Whereupon, he believed him, and 
acknowledged the Truth of what he 
laid , and gave Teftimony to his 
Miffion. 

Then he began to ask him concern- ^. loS 
ing the Precepts which the Meffenser 
r^^"^ Jj^^deliver'd, and the Rites 
ot Worlhip which he had ordained. 
4fal therefore declared them to him 
namely, Prayer, Alms, Fafting, Pil.' 
grimage, and the like external Works - 
which Hni Eb\i TocUw thereupon 
received, and embraced , and took 
upon him to perform them , in obe^ 
dienceto the Command of the ]^aw- 
giver, as being affured of the Truth 
and Fidelity of him who delivered 
tne lame. Notwithftanding two things 
yet ftuck in his Mind, neither could 
he perceive any manner or kind of 
Realon in them. The one was , why 
the Meffenger of God, in defcribing 
molt things which relate to the Di> 
vine World , ufed to exprefs them 
unto Men by Parables or Similitudes, 

and 
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and waved a perfpicuous Explication 
of them ; by which means a gr^t 
Part of Mankind were made ap^to 
fall into that Errour of aflerting a 
Corporeity in God , and fb believing 
fbmewhat concerning the Effence of 
that true one , which is far from it, 
and from which it is abfblutely free ; 
and in like manner , concerning 
thole things which relate to the Re- 
wards and Punifhments of the other 
World. The other was, that he pro- 
ceeded no farther than thofe Precepts, 
and the Rites of Worfliip, permit- 
ting Men to ftudy and feek after the 
getting of Wealth , and to enjoy 
theiif Liberty as to matter of Food ; 
by which means they vainly imployed 
thenjelves about vain things, and 
turned away from the Truth. Where- 
as his Judgment was , that no more 
nor any other kind of Food , ought 
to be taken by any one, but fuch, 
and fo much , as wherewith he may 
fuftain the Remainder of his Life. 
And as for Riches, he judged them 
of no value at all. When he there* 
fore took notice of what was fet down 
and prefcribed in the Law, concern- 
ing 
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ing what belonged to the ufe and em- 
ployment of Riches, namely, in the 
beftowing of Alms, in the diftribu> 
tion of them, and trading with them ; 
alio, concerning Ufury, Mulds, and 
Punilhments; all thefe feemed ftrange 
and uncouth unto him. For he 
judged them all to be fuperfluous, 
laying. That if Men would judge of 
the Matter according to Truth, they 
would certamly withdraw themfelves 
trom thofe vain things, and follow 
the Truth; which if they did, all 
that was written in the Law concern- 
ing them, would become fuperflu- 
ous ; neither would any Man chal- 
^^"g the Propriety in Riches, as to 
exadt his Debts , or to caufe his Hand 
to be cut off who privily ftole them j 
or their Lives to be taken away who 
openly robbed him of them. 

Thus he thought, and that which ^ ,©o 
prompted.him to this Perfwafion was ^' 

this, that he judged all Men to be 
indued with an ingenuous Difpofi- 
tion , and a quick Underftanding, and 
a Mind conftant to it felf ; whereas 
fl^was Ignorant , how dull and block- 
ilii they were, how void of Under- 
ftanding, 
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ftanding , how ill advifed , and how 
inconftant in their Reiblutions; info- 
much that they were wholly like un- 
to Brutes , yea more apt than they 
to wander out of the way , wherein 
they are dirc6led to walk by the Law 
of Nature. .Seeing then he was af- 
fected witR a great deal of Pity to- 
wards Mankind , and had an earnefi: 
Defire that the procurement of their 
Good and Welfare might be wrought 
by his means , a Relblution came in- 
to his Mind of going over to them,, 
that fb he might put himfelf in a Ca- 
pacity of unfolding and declaring to 
them the Truth of things^ This there- 
fore he made known to his Compa- 
nion Jfal, and asked him whether he 
could find out any way , whereby 
he might come to the fpeech of them, 
and dilcourfe with them. 
^, no. Jfal contrariwife fignified to him 
their want of Ingenuity, and how 
averle they were from obeying the 
Commands of God ; but he could 
not underftand it, in that his Mind 
was very intent and fixt upon that 
which he hoped to Gompafs. Afai 
a Kb very much defired , that God by 

his 
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his means would direQ: in the right 
way fome of his late Companions 
and Acquaintance , whom he had left 
behind liim in the Ifland whence he 
came ; ftich namely, as were more do- 
cile and plyant, and willing to follow 
a good Guide, being not lo far diftant 
from Sincerity as others. So then> 
he was ready to further this Defign 
and Endeavour of Hai Eb^n Tockdan. 
Whereupon, it feemed good unto 
them both, to betake themfelves un- 
to the Sea-fhore , nor to depart thence 
either by Day or Night, till God 
Should pleafe to afford them an op- 
portunity of crofling the Sea. And 
all the while they were intent upon 
this, they made their Prayers and 
Supplications unto the moft High God, 
that he would pleafe to diredl: them 
in this their Bufinefs , and bring it to 
an happy Ifliie. 

Now it came to pafs by the Ap- ^ 
pomtmentofthe moft mighty and glo- 
riousGod, that the. winds and waves 
drove a Ship, which had fwcrved from 
her intended Courfe in her pafTage 
through the Sea , to the Shore of that 
hland. And as it drew nearer to 

Land, 
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Land , they who were in it feeing two 
Men upon the Shore, made towards 
them. Then jl/al calling, to them j 
defired them to carry him, and his 
. Companion along in the Ship with 
them ; who when they had yielded 
to this Requeft, and-taken them both 
into the Ship , God granted them a 
ready Wind , which in a very fliort 
fpace of time conveyed them to the 
Ifle which they defired ; where being 
arrived, they went forth of the Ship, 
and landed , and fbon after entred in- 
to the City. Whither as fbon as they 
were come , J/kPs Friends came a- 
bout him , to whom he made known 
^he State and Condition of Hat Eb^n 
Tockdan. Whereupon , they flocked 
together, very earneftly defiring to 
fee and talk with him , as having a 
great Opinion of him ; lb that gather- 
ing about him, they highly magni- 
fied and reverenced him. Then Afd 
told him , that thefe Iflandef s were of 
that Seft of Men which excelled all 
others in Underftanding and fharpnefs 
of Apprehenfion ; fo that if he were 
not able to inftrud them in the 'truth, 
and make them learn the Leffons 

which 
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which he Ihould teach them , much 
lefs would he be able to teach the vul^ 
gar fort of Men. 

Now the Prince, and Sovereign of ^. ug: 
^^/ J^^nd was Sdmm, the Friend ^ 
of Afyl, who had thought it beft to 
apply -hirtifelf unto humane Society, 
and judgedit unlawful to givehimfelf 
""^•l' ""^?,^ol^tude. Wherefore Hu 
tLbn locHm began to inftruatheni, 

rxxro"^^^'^""^^^^^'" theMyfleries 
of Wjfdom.. But when he began, irt 
the Progrefsof his Difcourfe, to pro- 
ceed buta little beyond that, which 
was pUm and obvious to them: and 
CO inculcate that the contrary where- 
to had been fettled, and . deeply root^ 
ed in their Minds, They tean to 
withdraw themfelvesfrom him, and 
heir Minds had an abhorrence -for 
what he^fpake; fo that inwardly 

V.^^\f^^? ^^'^'^ were angry with 
hini , though ^m his pfefeSce they 
n^ade fhew of good Will towards 
iiini, and paid him Honour, in re^ 
gard he was a Stranger amongfi: 

'tf;\l''^ ?"' ?^ t^^^ Obfervance 
Which tliey thought due to his Filend 
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JfiiL Yet Pfat By^nTocUaff ceafcd not 
Day and Night to deal gently with 
them, and to clear the Truth to them, 
both publickly and privately. But 
this had no other effeQ: than to in- 
creafe their Enmity and ill Will to- 
wards him, and tocaule them to flie 
off, and remove farther from him^ 
though otherwife theiy were lovers of 
that which was good, nnd defirous 
pf the Truth; - Howbeit thro;:gh the 
fault and corruption ot their Nature, 
they fought liotthe Truth in the rig' t 
way, neitlier underftood it as the na- 
ture of it" required, noriearched out 
the: way leading tliereto , with that 
diligence and conftancy, as was re- 
c^uhTite to ffnd the Truth out at !engrh* 
botJ fought the knowledge thereof 
only 3fter the vulgar Fafhion , as or- 
dinary Men' do ,• infbmuch that he 
defpaired of their Amendment, and 
the correfiing of their Errours, and 
all Hope failed him of reducing them 
to a better Condition , becaufe he per- 
ceived that whathefpakewas not ac- 
ceptable to them. 



And afterwards 



when he looked 
round 
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round about him, and diligently con- 
nder'd the various Ranks and Orders 
Conditions and Degrees of Men , he 
Taw that ^vexy Sort and Society of 
them pleafed themfelves, and .. / jyced 
in that which they had and polTeft at 
prefent ; and made choice of their 
Lufts for their God, which they af- 
fumed to themfelves for the Objeft 
of their Worlhip. Withall, that they 
loft and deftroyed themfelves in feek- 
ing after , and gathering together the 
empty, worthlefs, trifling Vanities 
ot the World ; the eager defire of 
getting them inta their Hands, Ml 
blinding their Eyes, and captivating 
them by means of their delu five Fan- 
cies, even until they came to their 
Graves : and that, on the contrary, 
no found advice would prevail with 
them, nor good Words move them, 
nor Reproof work any other effed 
upon them, unlefs to caufe them to 
go on the more obftinately In their 
former ways, which they hadchofen 
to walk m ; but that, as for Wif^ 
dom, they found no way or accefs 
'o It, neither did any Portion there- 
ot belong totliem, [Folly hathwhol^ 
O » If 
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ly overwhelmed and covered them, 
and that which they fb eagerly fought 
after, hath feifed on their Hearts like 
ruft ; God hath fealed up their Hearts 
and Ears, a thick mifl: is before their 
Eyes,and a grievous Punifhment abides 
them. M, c.S^.fc Jltafif. &c,2.'\ 

J. I! 4. Whenas therefore he faw them 
coftipaflFed about with Punifhments 
as with a Curtain, and covered over 
with Darknefs as with a Vail, and 
that all of. them, a few only excep- 
ted, held their Religion no otherwife, 
than with refpe6it to the World; and 
though the exerciles thereof were 
but light and eafie, yet they caft them 
behind their Backs, and made little 
or no Account of them ; that Mer- 
chandife and Trading ib far took up 
and poflefled their minds, as to take 
them quite off from the Remem- 
brance of the Moft High God, fb 
that they never feared whither they 
were going, or what would become 
of them at the end of their Jouvney ; 
.their Hearts and Eyes being conftant- 
ly iraployed about their worldly Af- 
fairs-; when, liay, he faw all this^itwas 
.; ... appa- 
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apparent to him, and he held it for cer- 
tain , that it was impoffible for him to 
fpeak unto them to any purpofe, after 
the way of a plain, free, and open Pro- 
pofal ; neither that it was expedient , 
any works fhould be enjoyned them be- 
yond this meafure, and that the be- 
nefit which accrued to the common 
fort of Men by the Law, was whol- 
ly ;placed in relation to their Life in 
this World ; to wit, that the Courfe 
and manner of their Life, whilft they 
continued here, fhould proceed on in 
good Order , fo that none of them 
mould be injurious to another in re- 
fped of thofe things which he could 
properly call his own : But that none 
of them obtained the felicity of the 
other World , except a very few ; 
Thole namely, who make theml^Ives 
ready for it , and rightly indeavour 
the obtaining of it, thar is, fuch an 
one, who believes and follows the 
Truth. But as for him who errs 
from the way of Truth, and prefers 
a worldly Life before it, Hell fhali 
be his place of Habitation. And 
what forer labour, or more grievous 
milery than his, whole works if thou 
O 5 wel! 
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well confider, from the time that he 
wakeneth out of jQeep, till he return 
sgaiii to ir, there will not be found 
fo much as one amongft them, where- 
by he fludies not , and imploies his 
endeavour, for the obtaining of fbme 
end of his, arifing our oFthefe fenfi. 
ble things that arc of no val uc ; nanje- 
}y , eitiier out ot Riches, to heap 
them up; or Pleaiiire, which he may 
take ; orLuft, which he may fatisfie; 
or Wrath and Revenge whereby he 
may pacific his mind ; or Power , 
u hereby he may defend himfelf ; or 
fome outward work commanded by the 
Law, whereof he may make a vain- 
glorious Oiew ; or whereby he rray 
fave his own Neck. [Now all thefe 
things are Da/knefs upon Darknels 
jn the depth of the Sei , neither is 
,there any of yoii who doth not en- 
ter in tiiitber, for fncli is the un- 
changeable Decree of iheLord. /. J/c. 
C JL Nur. idr c. Miriam, j 

$f 115. Wlienas therefore he underftood 
the State and Condition of Men to 
^e iuch as this, and. iaw that rhol^of 

fLuinnight be juftly rgnk^d aniongrt 

iira- 
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irrational Creatures, he knew that 
all WilHon and DireHlipn of Life, 
and Correction of Errors, was ground- 
ed on, and confifted in that, which 
the meflengers of God f^>ake , and 
the Law had delivered unto them ; 
and that no other Ru^e could be pof- 
flbly attained , or any thing added 
thereunto ; alfo, that Men were de- 
ftined to every work which they un- 
dertook, and that every Man was 
more efpecially capable of that where- 
unto he was difpofed by Nature 5 
and that thole, who long ago depar- 
ted , were not deftitute of the Law 
of God, neither hath there been any 
change at any time found in that 
Law. Whereupon , returning to 
SiUmAK^ and thofe that were of his 
way, he craved pardon for thole 
things which he had faid unto them, 
and entreated them to excufe hini , 
feeing that he was of the lame Opi- 
nion with them, and approved of the 
fame way wherein they walked; 
withal exhorting them to ftick to their 
Refblution, and avowed Cuftom, 
concerning the ends of the Law,, 
and theoblerving of outward Works, 
O 4 without 
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without intruding themselves into, 
or intermediing with that which be^ 
longed not to them ; and that in 
doubtful things they would give cre- 
dit, and yield a ready alTent to thofe 
Rules and LefTons which they had of 
old received ; that they would fhun 
and deteftnew Opinions, and alienate 
themfelves from all corrupt 'affecti- 
ons ; jhat they would follow the 
Steps of their pious Anceftors , and 
forfake Novelties. He gave themal- 
fo in Charge, that they would avoid 
that, negleO: of the Laws , which is 
leen in the vulgar fort of Men, and 
the love of the World ; and this he 
chiefly bad them take heed of. For ■ 
he, and his Friend Ml well knew, 
that as for this duftile and obfequi- 
ous, but v/eak and defective fort of 
Men, they could not otherwife obtain 
Salvation and Happinefs, than by this 
means ; and that if they were forced 
away and taken off from Ixence, to 
make a curious fearch into, and exa- 
mination of high Matters, their Condi- 
<:ion would be much worj(e, infbmuch 
that it wefe impoffible for them to 
^^'^''- the State and Degree of the 

Bleffed; 
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Blefled j but that they would be ftill 
wavering and iincertain in their mo- 
tions, and toffed up and down, fo that 
at laft they would meet with a bad 
ehd.^ But on the contrary, if they 
continued in that State wherein they 
were at priefent , until Death feifed 
on them, they would at length obtain 
Salvation, and be placed amongft thofe 
who ftand at the right Hand. But 
as for thofe that forepaffed, and out- 
went them, they took place withal 
of them ; yet thefe came next after, 
and approached near to them. 

Thus he and ^/, after thefe admo- ^ ,,^ 
mtions, having bid farewell to Prince 
S'daman and his Iflanders, took their 
leave of them, and waited for an op- 
portunity of returning unto that defert 
Ifland from whence they both lately 
came 5 until at length the Moft Migh- 
ty and Glorious God was pleafed to 
afford them a convenient pafTage thi- 
ther. Whither when they were come, 
Hd Eh^» Tockdaf* fought to return 
linto his former fublime State of fpe- 
culation, in the fame way and by 
the fame means, whereby he had 

here- 
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heretofore attained to it, until within 
a while he recovered it. And ^/al 
followed his example, until he had 
well nigh attained thereunto , or at 
leaftcame but very little fhort of it. 
And thus they worlhipped God in that 
lildnd, until Death at laft feiled upon 
theni. 

A J J- And this is that (God aflift thee, 

and us by his Spirit) which we have 
received of :ihe Hiftory of Hxt £^'» 
lockdany ofjfal alio 2Lnd SaU»fan'j 
in ietting down whereof we have 
made choice of fach kind of Words, 
as are found in no other Book, nor 
are accuftomed to be heard in our 
vulgar Speech : and it is a part of 
that hidden knowledge, which no 
one receiveth, but he that knoweth 
God ; nor any one is igrtorant of, 
but he who hath not the right know- 
ledge of God. We indeed, in hand- 
ling this Subjedl, have gone in a dif-. 
ferent way from that of our pious 
Anceftors, as to the filencing of thefe 
things , and forbearing to divulge 
them. But that which eafily per- 
Csvadedus to the pubUfhing of this 

Secret, 
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Secret, and the breaking through this 
Vail, was the multiplicity and di- " 
verfity of thofe corrupt and perverfe 
Opinions, which have arofe in this 

A^'^^nL?, ¥l^ ^^^^^^^ ^y fome Ba- 
ftard Philofophers of this Age, and 
divulged among the PeoplcVinfo- 
much that they are now fpred abroad 
into feveral Countxies, and the mif- 
cniet proceeding from thence h grown 
too common ; Co that we are folici- 
tous m behalf of the weak ( who 
have raeaed th^t which they had 
received by Tradition from the Pro- 
phets of pious memory, and made 
choice of that, which hath been deli- 
yered by foolifh Men ) left they fhould 
think thofe Opinions to be a Secret 
that ought to be withheld from them' 
who are not capable of it; and left 
^his conceit fhould heighten and in^ 
creafe their favour towards them , 
and by that means they would have 
a more eager appetite after them. 
We thought good therefore to pre- 
leiit theni with a flight view of this 
Secret of Secrets, whereby we mar 
lead them into the way of Truth, and 
avert them from that wrong Path. 

Never- 
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Neverthelefs we have not committed 
the faidmyfteries to thele fewLeaves, 
without a thin vail for a Covering, 
which willeafily be dilcloled by thofe 
who are capable of underftanding 
th$im ; but thick and grofs to every 
one, who is ;unworthy and unfit to 
proceed farther j io that it will be 
impoflible for him to pierce through 
it with his Eyes. 

$. 1 1 8. But now I crave Pardon of as ma- 
ny of my Brethren, as fhall read 
this Treatife, that they would ex- 
cufe me in regard of thofe things, 
which I have lb readily declared, 
and To freely defcribcd ; feeing I had 
not done fo, unlefs I had been ele- 
vated to thofc Heights which tran- 
Icend the reach of humane fight, 
and that I ftudied to render my DiC 
courle eafie to be underftood , by a 
right ordering thereof, that fo I might 
quicken and excite in Men a defire 
of entring into the, right way. So 
i crave Mercy and Pardon of God , 
and that be would pleafe to bring us 
;to the true and certain knowledge of 
hinjftlf j for he is bountiful, and li- 
beral 
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beral of his Favours. Veacc be to thee^ 
my Bmhsr^ rvhofe Promotion is decre- 
ed , and^the Mercy andBU/Jing of God 
some upon thee. 
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THE END. 

Let ^raife be given toGotl alone. 
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HOW hardly and unwilling* 
ly am r forced from you 
O ye pleafant Fields, ye 
« n- u-„^°^P"^^^e Shades, ye green 
gralTy Hills, ye clear running Brooks! 
and moft pure, gentle Air! I have 
ipent the Day, as innocently, as de. 
Rightfully, amongft you. I have fuck- 
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ed in , and then breathed forth, in 
alternate motions, the frefh Air of 
the Spring, with equal pleafure ; and 
w'hilft my Eyes wand red up and down 
to contemplate, on every fide, this 
delightful, variety , I was of a fud- 
'daiii in a manner inchanted, and be- 
fides my (elf.; fo that forgetting 
where I was, I could not ftir from 
the-:plac€, bjit flood fixed in a rap- 
ture of Joy and Admiration , upon 
the Contemplation of this earthly 
Paradife. But God grant, that I 
may fb fix my jpyes here, ^nd gra- 
tifie my Senfes, -as not to negleftthe 
irnprovement of my Mind , which 
confifts in making good ufe of the 
pleafures you afford me , and all 
tlie reft of mankind ; and fb follow- 
ing your Conduct, as to make my 
way unto him, to whom you eon- 
duQ: me. O thou, who art the Ori- 
ginal ^nd End of Nature , from 
whom all this beautiful variety of 
Creatures prdGeeded, and to whom 
they t-end , make all thefe pleafures 
advantageous, and laving, to me. Oh, 
what elfe mean thefe allurements of 
wantonizing l^ature, this ^outhful- 

nels 
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nefs of our Mother Earth in Jier old Age 
neat,andtrim,and decking her felf with 
Howry Garlands, like a young fprightJvr 
Bird? IS fheatall this colt and plins 
to p eafe the fancy of Fools, who are 
wholly led by Senfe, and can fee no far- 
ther than their bodily Eyes difcover ? 

No fure. Know therefore, O Man 
that Nature, in this gay and moft 
delightful fpedacle , opens a lar^e 
Book unto thee ; a Book as profita- 
ble, as It is pleafant ; a Book, which 
It thou attentively lookefl: upon, and 
conflrantly firudieft, thou wilt find 
therein as many Letters, as there be 
Flowers of the Spring, PUesof Grafs 
or drops of Dqw, Thefe Letters of 
fingle Creatures, when they are fit- 
ly joyned together, (as by Divine 
Providence, fo by humane Meditati- 
on) meet as it were in words ; and 
thofe words, through the vicilStudes 
of certain Sealbns, clofe in fet Peri- 
ods. Yea more: There is an entire 
Senfe in every Letter. For doftthou 
1?^ /^ ' ^°^ perfe<a and compleat 
the feveral Creatures are, when taken 
apart,andfingle; howfelf-fufficient ; 
P 2 how 
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how fairly provided, and well fur- 
niflir, with what is requifite for their 
prefer vat ion, and well-being? fuffici- 
cnt alfb for thee, if thou bring a clear, 
and well- purged mind to the Con- 
templation and ufe of them ? Thou 
beholdeft this ample furniture of Na- 
ture, the variety of Utenfils and Or- 
naments in this great Houfe of the 
World, which is the Palace and 
Temple of the great God j and thou 
judgeft, that it is all thine, becaufe 
it lerves to thy ufe. Be it (b. But 
then confider too, whole thy felif 
art ; and learn what thou oweft unto 
him, by what thou haft received fronri 
him. For doft thou think, that thou 
art fo highly valuable , as that for 
thy fake alone, and the concerns of 
this mortal Life, the Heavens above 
thy Head fhould whirle perpetually 
round, and oblerve their fet laws of 
Motion ? That the Sun, Moon, and 
Stars fhould fend down their light, and 
Heat, and variety of Influences ? And 
withal, that the Plants, and brute 
Creatures here below, fhould ferve 
thy ufes onl}'^, and maintain thy Life 
by their own Death and Deftruftion ? 

Doth 
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Doth the great Sun, thinke/1 thou , 
that High Steward , and univerf^l 
dilpenfer of golden Light, and life- 
prefervmg Heat, manage the fet 
courfesof Day and Night, of Sum- 
mer and Wmter, and order the al- 
tcrnate motions of the vapours in their 
Alcents and Defcents, and their re- 
moves hither and thither towards 
the feveial quarters of the Heavens 
meerly to wait upon thee, or toap! 
plaud himfelf at thy approbation ? 
Sure thou canft not think fo. For 
rhou art not the utmoft end of the 
Creation , but the means or inftru^ 
ment, whereby the reft of the infe^ 
riour Creatures make their recourfe 
unto that God, from whon they o- 
nginally proceeded. And (as it is 
ulually feen m the Feafts of great Prin- 
ces) God calleththee into this richly 
furnimt Palace of his , not to be a 
judge but a witnefs of his munificence ; 
neither furnifheth he his Urge fpiead 
Table with fuch variety of DiQies 
for the pampering of theGuefts, but 
tor the praife of himfelf the Enter- 
tainer, who is the Soveraign Lord and 
Father of the whole Family. Thou 
then haft not theabfoiute command , 

P S but 
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biit the Ible ufe of Nature. But what 
life? That by the Guidance thereof, 
thou mayeft be direfted to walk on- 
wards towards God, to afcend ftili 
higher towards him by fet fteps, and 
inienfible degrees, and ib acknowledge 
the Author of "Nature to be thy Fa- 
ther, to praife his Bounty , admire 
his Wildom, and imbrace his Love. 

Neither doth Nature lead thee to- 
wards God by a far-fetched and wind- . 
ing compaft, but in a (liort and ftraight 
Line. The Sun waits upon the Rain, 
and Dew ; the Rain and Dew, up- 
on the Grafs ; the Grafs ferves the 
Cattle ; the Cattle ferve thee ; and 
if thou ferve God, then thou makeft 
good the higheft link in that golden 
Chain, whereby Heaven is joyned un^ 
to Earth. Then thou ftandeft where 
thou oughteft to ftand, in the upper- 
mofl Round of that divine Ladder , 
next to the Mofl High. Then thou 
fheweft and approveft thy felf to be 
indeed, what thou wert defigned by 
God to be, the Bigh Prieft and Ora- 
tor of the Univei-fe, becaufe thou a- 
lone, amongft ail the Creatures here 
below, art endued with underftand- 
ing to know him, and Ipeeehto ex- 

prefs 
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prefs thy knowledge of him, by thy 
Prailesof him, and Prayers unto him. 
So that all the reft of the Creation 
by. the Miniftry and Mediation of thy 
Mouth, pay the juft Tribute of Laud 
and Thanks to the great Creator ; and 
are all joyned according to their le'^ 
veral difl:ances and degrees, unto the 
moft wife Maker and Governour of 
the World, by the interpofition of thy 
mmd, which alone underftandeth both 
and confidereth their Relation to each 
other. But if thou never obferveft 
the Sky with thine Eyes, but to guefs 
at Rain, and fair weather : If thy 
looking up to Heaven be bounded 
with the Starry Firmament : Or if, 
hkcthe vapours which arileout of the 
Earth, thou never mounteft upwards 
but to fall down more grofs and thick, 
as they do in Miftsand Rain, in Snow 
andFroft: Thou haft then that in thy 
Station which bears thee downwards, 
and caufeth thee to he groveling ori 
the Earth. Indeed, if thou removeft 
from thee the Love and Honour of 
God, and the Contemplation of him 
who dwelleth in the Heavens, thou 
haft no juft caufe to raife thy fcif a- 
P 4 bove 



20I 



70 ^ Tl^eologtd ^I(uyts^ or, 

bove the Brutes, tby fellow Inhabi- 
tants of this lower World. For the 
Sunarifeth, and the Rain falls, as well 
for them, as for thee. The Earth for 
their ufe waxeth green, and flourifh- 
eth, and bringeth forth abundance of 
I'rovifions in all variety of Plenty. 
And all this it yieldeth to them, nei- 
ther wounded by the Plough , nor 
watered by the fweat of the Tiller. 
Yea Nature, in thefe things, is a more 
indulgent Hurfe and Mother unto 
them, than unto thee, by imparting 
to them more ftrong native Abilities, 
an healthfuller Body, a fecurer Eafe 
and Reft, and a natural fort of Clo- 
thing, which never grows old , or 
thread-bare. Whereas beggerly Thou 
art fain to rob and ftrip thefe brute 
Creatures, that thou maifl be clothed 
with their fpoils ; and all thy brave- 
ry IS at beft but borrowed. In this 
alone thou excelleft the Brutes, that 
thou knoweft God, and art inabled 
to contemplate his Perfeftions ; and, 
by vertue of that Contemplation, to 
love and ferve him, who is the Maker 
ot alii whereas, in oihsr refpeas, 
?hou art inferiour to the meaneft of 

them, 
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them, and below the very lowefl. 

Therefore raife up thy felf ftm 
higher towards God, in thy Medka! 
tions and AfFeaions ; for th^ou 'rn^ft 
do this even whilfl thou lookeft 
downwards. Thou maift behold the 
Wifdom and Power, and Goodnefs 
of Heaven even when thou lookeft 
upon the Earth under thv feet ° and 
contemplate the Image oV God' wkh 
fteady Eyes m thefe inferiour Lookbg 
Glaffes of his Works, at whofe Bright 
nefs ashe isfeenin his hcavfnlv 
M^r; u' ^y'' ^f ^^^ "^oft Eagle^. 
that the Seraphims themfelves are 
W^gs. ""'"' '^''' ^'''' ^'"^ ^^^'> 

This then Cod requires at thtr 
hands; or if it be meet to fay fo^ 
defires of thee. And withaL i? is a' 
duty which all his other works cl 
aloud upon thee to perform, as them- 
^vesgo before thee in performing th^ 

ndVlf' T^^i"^.,'? their feveralkrnds- 
and thereby both mcourage, and obliW 
thee thereunto, through their exampfc 

Cod 
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God would be feen by thee in all of 
them, but with dearfighted, and 
well |)urge4: Eyes; fuch Eyes, which 
attentively confider, and con/idering 
duly vahie his Divine Wifedom, 
Greatnels, and Goodnefs, without 
having refped to thine own intereft 
and advantage. If therefore thou 
lighteft upon Snails or Caterpillers, 
which gnaw thy fruits, and deface 
the Glory of thy Orchards, and Gar^ 
dens ; thou, oughtefl: not to fix thy 
Ey€S £b much upon the lofs thou fu- 
ftaineft by them, as upon the wit , 
. and artifice, ;and induftry of Nature, 
which play^ and fports as it were 
in the Skins and Shells of the^ con- 
temptible Creatures, by adorning them 
fb beautifully, and painting them o- 
ver with fuch delightful variety of 
qnimitable Checker- works, and em- 
broideries ; fo that thou maifl: juftiy 
admire that which thou treadeft up- 
on, in the curious Workmanfliip be- 
fto wed upon the vilefi: InfeQs ; and 
canfl: not choofe but highly com- 
liiend the €^<fellent Contrivance of aU, 
tven the rabrt defpieable Creatures , 
by the wifdora of Divine Providence, 

which 
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which fo framcth and orc^cth them 
that even that, which indamaeeth 
thee, cannot but delight thee. 

When thou likewife takefii a. view 
ot thy Flocks and Herds, choir haft 
not lufliGiemly petfeaed thy Medita- 
tions on them, and difcharged thv 
Duty in that work, if thou only coni. 
puteft how much Wooli thou fhalt 
'^^y^ this fufie, how many Lambs 
this Year, how mmy yaaim Cdts 
are growing up for thy Kough or 
paddle, how many fet BnUoctks&r the 
5>tall , and at what price to be fbki 
the next Fair. N^her is it enougli 
tor thee to furvey thy arable Lands, 
only to guefs how many Buihels of 
Cjrrain luch a quantity of Acres wiU 
yiekJ thee. It is far more worthy of 
thee, and proper for thee, thus to 
An J?V^"^ reafon with thy lelf: 
All thefe I am richly fupplied with 
, by the liberal hand of God ; smd they 
all perform that fervice /or my ufe 
and advantage, which they owe not 
unto me. Shalli I then either daiy 
or negle£l that fervice, wlachk due 
unto my God, who hathlg iieeJy 

and 
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and undefervedly beftowed them all 
upon me? Shall I caiife that Chain 
or God's works, wherein and where? 
by they are fb orderly linked unto 
hira , the Maker and Sovereign Dif- 
polerof all, to be broken off through 
my default ? Shall I who am a Debtor 
to God for all thefe , repay nothing to 
him? But what fhall I return unto 
God ? -My duties and fervices reach 
notbim, neither can any thing pro- 
perly be repayed to him , who is the 
Owner of all things. But though 
thou canft give back nothing to him 
by way of repaimenty yet thou maift 
humbly and dutifully receive his Gifts, 
jeturn hearty ani conftant Thanks to 
him forthe Receit, ule them fbberly 
and chearfuUy, and fb approve thy 
lelf a meet Receiver, a candid Accep- 
ter , and a prudent Manager of the 
Divine Bounty. 

Whenfoever alfb thou walkefl: forth 
to recreate thy felf, as thou walked 
amidft the plealant Fields , theflowry 
Meadows, the cool Groves, andlhady 
Woods, delightfully varied, and in- 
terlaced -with clear running Brooks, 

and 
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and winding Rivulets; think not that 
thefe delicious Tempi s^ and terre- 
flrial Paradifes , which thou behold^ 
eft here below, are to be looked upon 
only as plealant Walks, wherewith 
to divert thy Mind, when it is over- 
burdened with Cares, or tired with 
Bufinefs ; and to refrefh thy Senfes 
with a pleafing variety of new Ob- 
jeas , on every fide offering them- 
felves to delight thee, as thou palTeft 
along amidft them. No; there is 
far more to be gained from them , and 
which the God of Nature expefts 
from thee. For that which thou fo 
pleafingly beholdeft in all this variety 
which furroundeth thee on all fides' 
and expofeth it felf unto thy view' 
thou oughteft to look upon as Man's 
School, and God's Temple. Thou 
pleafeft thy felf with the pretty pur- 
ling noife of that clear fmall Rivulet 
which runs with a trembling moti- 
on ,^ among the pure party-coloured 
Pebbles. But thou fhouldefl confi- 
der that this foft gentle Murmur 
yields thee not this Pleafure , meerly 
to invite thee unto Sleep, as thou 
lieft down carelefly on the Bank of 

the 
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the Rivulet. No; it teacheth thee aLef- 
fon hx more excellent, than this har- 
monious Mttfick of the purling Stream, 
Fcrr this continued courfe of the Wa- 
ter , which paffing through leveral 
Turnings^ winding Circuits , and in- 
terrupting By-falls , ' by realbn of 
rougn j uneven places, which it meets 
with in its Channel, yet never lofeth 
its way, nor flops its Current, nor 
is ever w"^ary of running , till it find 
its way home again into the Ocean 
Sea , from whence it had its Original : 
This continued courfe, I fay , of the 
Stream teacheth thee thisufeful LefTon, 
That thou never make a flop in thy 
courfe of piety and Vertue , nor ever 
reft in makmg thy way forward ftill, 
till thqu arrive at mat boundlefi Ocean 
oifthe Deity, whence thpu^ with all the 
reft of the Creatures, -Qriglnally pro- 
ceedcdft, and (b at length he IWal- 
lowed up in that Abyfs of Felicity. 
Thou art Mfo herehy admonithed to 
take care hj the mean time, whilft 
thou art pafBng tliorow thb World, 
that neither the manifold Turnings, 
and winding Meflnders of humane 
Life , nor ifhe various Impediments 

which 
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S. ^onftantly attend all Secular 
Attairs, hinder thee in thy Paffasej 
nor the fudden Down-fai , o^a' 

cnances, that we meet \uth in our 

, cipitate fo many , as they are jour- 
ne^ng onwards; interrupt thy courfe 

^te^'^^it ^"^ ^" ^^P % farther 
Progiefsmthe way to Heaven. And 

ven. I '''i.r"S^' Face of the Hea^ 
vens IS notdifcerned but in dear and 
calm Waters , fo dear and calm 
Sods only reflea ,he fpleridid ImJ 
ot the God of Heaven , not Tuch a^ 
Hre tn)ubled and diftnrW Ua^U 
TiousLufls^nd Paffions, as wkh fo 
^lanytempcftuous Winds, or mud! 
?"? I^^ g^of^* earthly AffeauW 
and the foul vicrous Habits df Sin. ' 

Tifeft early and goeft Iferth in the 

&kI' ^}l^y ^'^ %ht which 
thou .behoHeft IS a ready Reward 
of thy Driigence^ the Sun, I mean 
whu^ anfeth amW a moft pleaS 

^a Jheddmg its orient Beams of 

tight 



■c^ 



209 



2IO 



Tlmlogta (^uris, or,^ 

Light upon the fmall round Drops 
of Dew, which hang upon the tops 
of Flowers, the Leaves of the lower 
Shrubs, and Spires of the verdant 
Grafs, refleds its bright Face in 
them as in fo many fmall broken Mir- 
rours, Ihines and fparkles in each 
of them , creates aa Infinity of new 
Stars , and thereby reprefents unto 
thine Eyes a kind of another Heaven in 
this lower Orb of the earthly World. 
And when thou ferioufly contertipla- 
teft the pleafing variety of Shapes and 
Colours in the Clouds above , and the 
Flowers below , efpecially when a- 
dorned with , and fhining in their 
ftarry Mantles, thick let and inter- 
laced, and as it were imbroidered 
with the pearly drops of Dew, as 
with ib rriany rich Jewels , doft thou 
not begin to undervalue , and defpife 
all the artificial Pomp of the Court, 
and thofe coftly Vanities of the Court 
Ladies, who fo much pride them- 
felves , whilft they flifne and glitter 
in their borrowed Glories ; yea , are 
fain to rob. and plunder both the 
7W/ej, that.they may make themfelves 
brave? For how flight and worthlefs 

may 
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may we juftly deem this ftollen and 
counterfeit, and far-fetcht Glory, 
wherewith poor, beggarly Art, with 
fo much Cofi: and Labour, clotheth 
the greateft Princes , and their gor- 
geous Train of Attendants , in com- 
parifon of that true and genuine one, 
which Nature produceth , and makes 
Ihewof ; and that, not only unforced, 
and of her own accord , but of a fud^ 
den too 5 and in a furprizing Variety. 
For every day almoft We fee new 
Creations , according to the vicifli- 
tude of Seafons. Of how little value 
then is all that, which weare fo apt 
to admire in- the affeded Glories of 
fanciful Mankind , whilft we take 
little or no notice of thole things , 
which the God of Nature every day 
pref^nts and recommends to our Ob- 
iervation , and fuch as indeed are the 
proper and deferved Objea of our juft 
Admiration. 

^ .But why- (hould I go any farther 
in the prolecdtion of alii Particulars ; 
which would be a Task^as need.l-3. 
as eridlefs? in a word then'.* Li and 
by all theie things which, thou meet- 
CL eft 
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eft with here below, if fo be thou 
wilt approve, thy felf an attentive 
Student ^ thou may'ft learn the know- 
ledge both of God, and thy felf ; and 
.withall ^ be. minded of fome Duty, 
-which the Sight and Observation 
thereof prompts unto thy Thoughts. 
If Co be then that thou entreft a fha- 
dy Grove , let that venerable Horrouf , 
which the fight thereof ftrikes into 
thee, prefent^ Deity to thy Mind, 
and affect jt with a thorpw iSenfe of 
his Pear. If thou \valkeft in a green 
Howry Meadow, betok thy felf 
how tnai?y Vegetables thou treadeft 
under-fool: in thy Walk , whofe Ver- 
tuies and Properties tfe©u canft not 
reach unfo U^ith thy Mind^ as high 
as it mounts in its foaring Flights, 
and as large ^Oonapafsas it takes in 
its vafl: CortiprebetifionSi When thou 
bfeaireft daeyfe)i^ll finging Birds warb- 
ling forth their flirill Notes in variety 
of Tunes , think them to be fo many 
Hymns , which thefe feathered Sons 
of Mufick ,, like the Childr<SH oCJfy?^, 
fing to the gtfeat Creatoir in this Au- 
guft Templet the World. And if 
thou lighteft upon one oif theif Nefts, 

thou 
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thou may'fi: be both afhamcd of thy 
own dulnefs and biockifhners,and con- 
template with wonder that natural 
Wit and Induftry in a fmail filly Bird, 
which we Men , who efteem our 

f if i °"^^ ^'^^' ^"^ ^^^ Rafters 
ot all Arts, can neither equal with 
our beft Skill in framing the like , nor 
lo much as find out with all our Wit 
how they are made.Let the Tulips, and 
other gay Flowers, which arefo gor- 
geoufly arrayed in variety of the moft 
rich and^ beautiful Colours ; . and vet 
neither Ipin nor weave: Let theBeafts 
ol the Field and Foreft, with the 
Fowls of the Air, which never pro- 
vide for, nor trouble their thoughts 
with care of the future, yet aUvays 
hnd their Food ready and prepared 
and as it were a large Table always 
ipread for their ufe, ferve to correft 
thy Covetoufnefs and Carking , and 
daily read new Leflbns to thy Mind 
^^eJo^sofCalmnefs, Contentednefs' 
and Confidence, when thou findefl:it 
at any^meover-folicitous for the fu^ 
ture ; as indeed it is too often in the 
beft of us, doubtful and diftruftful 
or the Love and fatherly Care of God, 
Q 2 though 
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though ftill watching over us for our 
good, and giving us all things richly to 
enjoy, i Tim. 6. 17. 

Laftly, Thus meditate with thy 
.felf. Allthefe Delights of the Gar- 
den, and the Field ,• which the Coun- 
try affords me; this flowry Tapiftry 
of Nature ; this frelli and pleafant 
Greennels of the Earth, which now 
fo fairly flourifheth , and flattcreth 
our Eyes , within fome few Months 
will fade and vaniJh , and perifh al- 
together , by the cold and killing 
Breath of Winter ; and then lie bu- 
ried under the Covert of that Earth, 
the Face whereof they now fo beauti- 
fully adorn. So likewife, this mor- 
tal Life of ours , with all its Flourifh ; 
this Strength and Vigour of ours, 
with all its Helps and Supports ; this 
flattering jVir of Fortune , with all 
its warm Breathings, and delicious 
Gales, willfboner or later pafs away, 
confiime, and come to nothing ; either 
wearing away , and fpending them- 
felyes byinfenfible degrees, or beim- 
paired and wafted by lome malig- 
nant Caufes from without; namely, 

either 
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either through the manifold ill Cafual- 
ties and Miferies,, conftantly attend- 
mg our humane Life ; or, the Difcales 
and Infirmities, that old Age brines 
aong with it; Until at length , we be 
all cut oif by the fatal Hand of Death 
and then caft into the dark Prifons 
. £?. our Graves , there to remain till 
Time Ihall be no more; and the Day 
ot tcernity begin, wihch never fha 11 
nave an End. 

Now, this Profpea of our latter 
tnd, lo certain in itftlf, and fo un- 
certain for the time of its coming, 
Ihould m all Regfon awaken us !o 
confider where we are, in what State 
and Condition , and whither wc are 
going J and confequently mind us to 
make the beft ufeof the prefent Sea- 
Ion; not to neglea our Seed-time, or 
?Hr f^arveft ,- nor tofpend thofe Days 
lalely, M'hich when they are once paft 
away, can never be redeemed. Let 
us then take care to fow as much 
good Seed as we can in the Spring- 
time of our Age, that fo we mfy 
reap a plentiful Harveft in the Au- 
tumn. And wheg that comes ^ let 

us 
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us take care liei reap our Grain, and to 
gather in our Fruits, and then lay them 
up in (afe Repofitories, before the Win-, 
ter over-take us, wherein no man can 
work 5 when the Sun withdraws 
its Light and Heat, when the Rain 
chokes the Earth with a Surplufage 
of moifture ; or the Froft imprilbns 
it , and binds it up in clofe Fetters, j 
And this if we take care to do, we 
fhall not fail to enjoy the Fruits of all 
thofe good Works, which in this 
fhort Seafon of our frail mortal Life, 
we have taken pains to fbw and reap, 
and lay up in our Store-houles. Thefe 
Store-houfes are the feveral Manfions 
prepared for us in Heaven ; tlie moft 
fecure Repofitories , where no Ver- 
minc confumes what is once laid up 
there, no Thief breaks into carry it 
away, no Fire devours ^ nor Age con- 
fumes the Manfion. 



To conclude ; If we mind Heaven 
whilft we live here upon Earth, this 
Earth will ferve to conduft us unto 
Heaven, through the Merits and Me- 
diation of the Son of God, who was 
made the Son of Man , and came 

thence 
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thence onjpurpole into this lower 
^, T^ ti convey us up thkher- 

fignified by that Ladder feen ofJacoK 

was fet injeed on the B^h. but 
the Top of xt reached uftto H«ivei^ 
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